


F O R E W O R D  

This i ssue begins w i t h  a sermon by Professor  
J. B. Madson, which was d e l i v e r e d  on Synod Sunday, 
June 20, 1984, i n  commemoration o f  t h e  100th 
anniversary o f  t he  b i r t h  o f  D r .  S igurd Y lv i sake r  
who served as p res iden t  o f  Bethany Lutheran 
Col lege from 1930-1950 and o f  Bethany Lutheran 
The01 og i  ca l  Semi nary from 1946-1 950. 

The t i m e l y  essay on Prayer by Pastor  Richard 
Newgard and the  balanced approach t o  Apologet ics 
by Pastor  Steven Petersen were presented t o  t h e  
Pastora l  Conference o f  C i r c u i t s  6 and 8, and we 
are  pleased t o  present  them i n  t h i s  issue. 

The a r t i c l e  by D r .  Koren, pas t  p res iden t  o f  
t h e  Norwegian Synod (now ELS), i s  w e l l  worth our  
study. He p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  d o c t r i n a l  controver-  
s ies,  impor tan t  as they are, c a r r y  w i t h  them the  
temptat ion t o  concentrate on them t o  the  neg lec t  
o f  feeding God's people w i t h  H is  Law and Gospel. 
With t r u e  pas tora l  concern, Dr. Koren addresses 
the  c l e r g y  o f  h i s  day on what circumstances de- 
mand o f  them as f a i t h f u l  servants o f  t he  Lord. 
He describes t h e  "Sardis  S i t u a t i o n "  t h a t  e x i s t s  
i n  many congregat ions and g ives  e x c e l l e n t  coun- 
se l  i n  dea l i ng  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

The paper on Abor t ion  by Pastor  Senkbeil con- 
t a i n s  some shocking i n fo rma t ion  and suggests a - - 
pas tora l  approach t o  the  problem. 

We take t h i s  oppor tun i t y  t o  wish our  readers 
a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year i n  t h e  
Name o f  t h e  C h r i s t  C h i l d  i n  whom alone we have 
l a s t i n g  peace and joy.  

-- WWP 
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SERMON PREACHED AT THE ELS CONVENTION SERVICE 
COMEMORATING THE 100th  ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE BIRTH OF S. C. YLVISAKER 

Held a t  Bethany Lutheran College 
Mankato, Minnesota 

Sunday, June 17 ,  1984 

PRAYER: 0  b l e s sed  Tr iune  God, i n  whose 
presence we g a t h e r  f o r  t h e  67th annual  convention 
of our  Evnagel ica l  Lutheran Synod, l e t  Thy Word 
and w i l l  so  i n s t r u c t  and guide  u s  t h a t  we t a k e  
comfort and r e j o i c e  i n  our  heavenly c a l l i n g ,  and 
t h a t  w e  g l a d l y  s e r v e  Thee h e r e  upon e a r t h .  A s  we 
seek Thy w i l l  and d i r e c t i o n  f o r  our  work i n  Thy 
s e r v i c e ,  may w e  be hear tened  i n  our  t a s k  by t h e  
memory of one of our  esteemed s p i r i t u a l  f a t h e r s ,  
t h e  100th anniversary  of whose b i r t h  we commemo- 
r a t e  t h e s e  days.  To t h a t  end renew i n  u s  t h e  one 
t h i n g  needfu l .  W e  a sk  i t  i n  J e s u s v  name. Amen. 

Luke 10 ,  38-42 

I n  C h r i s t ,  fellow-redeemed f e s t i v a l  worsh ipers ,  
g r ace  be t o  you and peace from God our  Fa the r  and 
from t h e  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t !  

The i n c i d e n t  of our  t e x t  is a f a m i l i a r  one t o  
C h r i s t i a n s .  It should be e s p e c i a l l y  f a m i l i a r  t o  
Bethany alumni, f o r  t h e  three-paneled s t a i n e d  g l a s s  
window o f f  t h e  nearby lobby of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
bu i ld ing  d a i l y  reminded them dur ing  t h e i r  s t a y  h e r e  
of t h i s  l i t t l e  v i g n e t t e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  l i f e  and work 
of our  Lord. That which t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  
v i l l a g e  of Bethany on t h e  s l o p e s  of t h e  M t .  of 
O l ives  on t h i s  occas ion  i s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  name 
g iven  t o  our  smal l  bu t  beloved school  - Bethany. 
And remembrance of t h e  beginnings of our  Bethany 
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i s  almost synonymous wi th  the  remembrance of 
Sigurd C h r i s t i a n  YLvisaker, through whose i n s t r u -  
men ta l i t y  t h e  school  was set on a  course  t h a t  would 
j u s t i f y  i t s  name. 

The Evangel i s t  Luke here r eco rds  t h a t  our  Lord 
on one of H i s  j o u r ~ l e y s  had stopped a t  t h e  home of 
some dear  f r i e n d s  i n  t h i s  Bethany of Judea. Martha 

was t h e  member of t h e  family who welcomed H i m ,  f o r  

she  had l i k e l y  made t h e  i n v i t a t i o n .  A t  l e a s t  she  

appears  t o  have been i n  charge of t h e  p repa ra t i ons  
f o r  t h i s  welcome guest.  But as i t  turned o u t ,  she  
was l e f t  alone w i t h  these p repa ra t i ons ,  a develop- 
ment t h a t  so u p s e t  her  t h a t  she was unable  t o  re-  
s t r a i n  h e r  own express ion  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  -- no t  
only because he r  sister Mary had l e f t  h e r  wi th  a l l  
t h e  d e t a i l s  of the  occas ion  t h a t  were now making 
h e r  so  d i s t r a u g h t ,  bu t  a l s o  because t h e  Lord himself 
w a s  seemingly ob l iv ious  t o  t h i s  unequal s t a t e  of 
a f f a i r s ,  And what she was l e d  t o  say i n  t h e  pres-  
ence of both h e r  s i s t e r  Mary and the Lord J e s u s  was 
f a r  from f l a t t e r i n g  co e i t h e r  one of them. 

Her f r u s t r a t i o n ,  however - and h e r  express ion  
of i t  - became the backdrop f o r  one of our  Lord ' s  
most memorable u t t e r a n c e s ,  t h a t  b r i e f  saying which 
was e a r l y  adopted a s  the  motto of our Bethany 
College and which i s  engraved on i t s  s e a l  i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  Greek of t h e  Gospel of Luke: bvds io-rCv 
X P E ( ~  - "Of One Thing There i s  Need." Th i s  one 
t h ing  i s  i n  d i s t i n c t  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  many t h i n g s  
t h a t  had s o  occupied Martha 's  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  a t  t h e  
moment she  had lost s i g h t  of what even she  knew 
very  we l l  was t o  have higher  p r i o r i t y .  

Because of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  Martha h a s  been much 
maligned and Mary h igh ly  p ra i s ed  a s  a k ind  of 
super -sa in t .  But Martha, t oo ,  remember, was a  
fo l lower  of the  Lord, and t h e  Apost le  John i n  h i s  
account of t h e  dea th  of Lazarus r e v e a l s  a l s o  Martha 's  

deep s p i r i t u a l i t y .  On t h e  occasion be fo re  u s ,  
however, she  was deserv ing  of t h e  rebuke adminis- 
t e r e d  f o r  i t  was she, a t  t h i s  moment, and n o t  Mary, 
who had need f o r  a  r eo rde r ing  of p r i o r i t i e s .  

The S c r i p t u r e ' s  s i l e n c e  concerning any f u r t h e r  
response by Martha, as w e l l  a s  i t s  record  of h e r  
l a t e r  j o y f u l  confess ion ,  l ends  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  under- 
s tanding  t h a t  Martha, too ,  p r o f i t e d  from t h i s  occa- 
s i o n  a s  much a s  d id  Mary, f o r  she  appa ren t ly  gave 
heed t o  t h e  c o r r e c t i v e  words spoken by C h r i s t .  

W e  a r e  indeed l e f t  t o  wonder about what had 
been t h e  s p e c i f i c  t o p i c  of conversa t ion  between 
Mary and t h i s  s p e c i a l  gues t  i n  t h e i r  home, but  on 
t h e  b a s i s  of o t h e r  recorded conversa t ions  of our  
Lord w e  can be q u i t e  conf ident  t h a t  i t  was a  r i g h t -  
f u l  combination of Law and Gospel, so  t h a t  Mary, 
too,  would have no reason  t o  l e a v e  t h i s  scene 
preening h e r  s p i r i t u a l  f e a t h e r s  because of he r  
own gode forhold  - h e r  good a t t i t u d e  o r  conduct - 
a  Norwegian phrase  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  go t  i n  t h e  
way of a  good confess ion .  

What t h e  Lord c l a r i f i e s  f o r  Martha and f o r  u s  
a l l  is  t h a t  i n  our  manifold e f f o r t s  t o  s e rve  t h e  
Lord one th ing  is never  t o  be overlooked, and t h a t  
i s  t h a t  w e  s i t  a t  H i s  f e e t  and hea r  H i s  Word. 
That is a  l e s son  which i s  n o t  t o  escape us  a s  
i nd iv idua l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  a s  a congregat ion,  a s  a  
- 
Synod, a s  a C h r i s t i a n  school .  To l i s t e n  t o  our  
Savior  wi th  be l i ev ing  h e a r t s  i s  t h e  one t h ing  
needf 111 - 

Let  u s  s ee  t h a t  t h i s  i s  so  because 1) Li s t en -  
ing  t o  our  Savior  is t h e  h ighes t  form of worship 
of God, and because 2 )  It b r i n g s  t h e  h i g h e s t  form 
of b l e s s i n g  t o  man. 
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I The I s r a e l i t e s  i n  t h e  wi lderness ,  with Moses 

S c r i p t u r e  shows c l e a r l y  t h a t  from t h e  e a r l y  
days i n  t h e  Garden of Eden man's f a l l  i n t o  s i n  was 
nothing e l s e  than h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  and g ive  
heed t o  t h e  words of h i s  Creator .  From t h a t  time 

God has  " a t  sundry t imes and i n  d ive r s  manners" 
spoken t o  men through H i s  prophets ,  bu t  men i n  
t h e i r  w i l fu lness  have refused t o  hear  what t h e  Lord 
would say t o  them, choosing r a t h e r  t o  serve  H i m  i n  
ways of t h e i r  own devising.  

Of t h e  very f i r s t  recorded s a c r i f i c e s  brought 
t o  t h e  Lord, by Cain and Abel, i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  
Abel 's  a c t  of worship pleased God because he  heard 
and be l ieved  t h e  Word of t h e  Lord, whereas Cain ' s  
d i d  no t .  A s  t ime went on, t h e  p a t t e r n  developed 
more c l e a r l y :  t h e r e  was always t h e  remnant t h a t  
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  Word of t h e  Lord, and t h e r e  was 
t h e  v a s t  number of those  who f a i l e d  t o  do so. 

Even f o r  God's people t h e r e  was t h e  cons tant  
temptat ion t o  grow deaf t o  t h e  words of God -- t o  
f a i l  t o  g ive  heed t o  them, yes,  even t o  f o r g e t  
them. The Lord was not  merely employing a rhe to r -  
i c a l  device when He prefaced many of H i s  u t t e r a n c e s  
through t h e  Old Testament prophets  with t h e  injunc- 
t i on :  "NOW hear  t h e  Word of t h e  Lord!" The f a c t  
is  t h a t  by n a t u r e  man i s  not  w i l l i n g  t o  hear  t h e  
Lord, and one t h e r e f o r e  f i n d s  repeated words of 
lament such a s  those  spoken through Jeremiah t h e  
prophet:  " ~ u t  you have no t  l i s t e n e d  t o  me, dec la re s  
the  Lord. " (25,7) 

It wasn't  exac t ly  a mat te r  of t h e  people not  
being r e l i g i o u s .  Man is,  i n  s p i t e  of p r o t e s t a t i o n s  
t o  t h e  cont rary ,  q u i t e  incurably  r e l i g i o u s ,  even i n  
h i s  unregenerate  s t a t e ;  and because he  r e a d i l y  
l i s t e n s  t o  a l l  s o r t s  of o t h e r  voices ,  he can come 
up with every imaginable idea  of how he ought t o  
worship God, o r  how he  ought t o  be spared from 

away on M t .  Sanai  rece iv ing  t h e  w r i t t e n  Law f o r  
h i s  people, had l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  tuning i n  t o  
o the r  voices  and conjuring up t h e i r  own p r i v a t e  
d e i t y ,  which Aaron then fashioned f o r  them i n  t h e  
l i k e n e s s  of a c a l f .  There was s u r e l y  need f o r  a 
d isp leased  Moses t o  s tand  i n  t h e  g a t e  of t h e  camp 
then and c ry  out:  "Who i s  on t h e  Lord 's  s i d e ,  
l e t  him come t o  me!" Exodus 32 ,  26. 

When King Saul found i t  more convenient t o  

worshiping H i m .  

d i s regard  t h e  express  i n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Lord i n  
h i s  venture  aga ins t  t h e  Amalekites, t h e  Lord re-  
buked him through t h e  prophet Samuel:  as t h e  
Lord a s  much d e l i g h t  i n  burnt  o f f e r i n g s  and s a c r i -  
f i c e s  a s  i n  obeying t h e  vo ice  of t h e  Lord? Behold, 
t o  obey i s  b e t t e r  than s a c r i f i c e ,  and t o  hearken 
than t h e  f a t  of rams. For r e b e l l i o n  i s  a s  t h e  s i n  
of d iv ina t ion ,  and insubordina t ion  is  a s  i n i q u i t y  
and i d o l a t r y .  Because you have r e j e c t e d  t h e  Word 
of t h e  Lord, He has  a l s o  r e j e c t e d  you from being 
king." I Samuel 15,  22.  23. 

Again, through t h e  prophet I s a i a h  God des- 
c r i b e s  a wayward people thus:  "I c a l l e d  but  no 
one answered, I spoke, but  they d id  not  l i s t e n . "  
But then,  i n  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  he  has  j u s t  s a i d  
through t h e  same prophet:  "To t h i s  one I w i l l  
look, t o  him who i s  humble and c o n t r i t e  i n  s p i r i t ,  
and who trembles a t  my Word." I s a i a h  66, 4 & 2 .  

Today i s  T r i n i t y  Sunday, when t h e  church year  
reminds us  e s p e c i a l l y  of our God's a t t r i b u t e  of 
t r i n i t y .  The Holy S c r i p t u r e s  r evea l  t h e  Triune 
God a s  a God who speaks, and who speaks i n  order  
t o  be heard. Blessed a r e  they who hea r  H i m ,  and 
cursed a r e  they who do no t .  Through t h e  long Old 
Testament period he spoke through H i s  own chosen 
prophets  and o the r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  When C h r i s t  
had come and was t r ans f igu red  i n  g lo ry  on t h e  
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mountain top ,  t h e  Fa the r  dec l a r ed  from heaven: 
 his is  my beloved Son, i n  whom I am w e l l  p l ea sed .  
Hear Him!"  Matthew 17 ,  5. When t h e  w r i t e r  of t h e  
E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Hebrews cons ide r s  t h i s  development, 
he  p u t s  t h e  Old Testament and t h e  New Testament i n  
p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  h i s  opening s ta tement :  "God, who 

a t  sundry t imes  and i n  d i v e r s  manners spoke i n  t i m e  
p a s t  un to  t h e  f a t h e r s  by t h e  prophe ts ,  h a s  i n  t h e s e  
l a s t  days spoken un to  u s  by H i s  Son." Hebrews 1, 1. 

For t h a t  reason  t h e  Son of God i s  c a l l e d  t h e  Word. 
I n  H i s  i n c a r n a t i o n  he  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  exp re s s ion  
of God's w i l l  and purpose f o r  u s .  When He the re -  

f o r e  speaks t o  u s ,  a s  He does i n  H i s  Word, w e  a r e  
t o  l i s t e n .  To h e a r  and r e c e i v e  t h i s  Son is  t h e  
h i g h e s t  form of t r u e  worship of God. 

11 

Hearing t h e  words of our  Sav ior  God i s  t h e  one 
t h i n g  need fu l  a l s o  because i t  a lone  b r i n g s  t h e  
h i g h e s t  form of b l e s s i n g  t o  man. 

Now it  must be unders tood t h a t  p a r t  of t h a t  
Word merely sets t h e  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  o t h e r .  The Law 

is  n o t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  exp re s s ion  of God's w i l l ,  b u t  
t h e  Gospel is .  Never the less ,  t h e  Law, t oo ,  must 
b e  hea rd ,  n o t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  men i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t -  
eousness ,  bu t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  d e s p e r a t e  need 
f o r  t h e  r i gh t eousnes s  of ano the r .  It i s  God 

Himself who speaks t o  u s  i n  H i s  Law i n  such a way 
" t h a t  every mouth may be s topped and a l l  t h e  world 
become g u i l t y  b e f o r e  God." Romans 3 ,  19.  Th i s  
law preach ing  i s  necessary  even a f t e r  t h e  i nd i -  
v i d u a l s ' s  conve r sa t i on ,  f o r  on ly  t h e  Law w i l l  
keep t h e  pesky o ld  Adam w i t h i n  u s  a t  bay. 

Grea t ,  however, a s  i s  t h e  need of t h e  Law of 
God f o r  every one of u s ,  t h e r e  is  one t h i n g  i t  can- 
n o t  do. It cannot produce s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  no r  can 

s u s t a i n  i t .  Paul  writes ve ry  s u c c i n c t l y  t o  t h e  

Cor in th ians :  "The l e t t e r  k i l l s . "  I1 Cor in th i ans  
3, 6. And " the  l e t t e r "  i n  t h i s  con t ex t  i s  c l e a r l y  
t h e  Law engraved i n  l e t t e r s  on t a b l e t s  of s t one .  

But t h e r e  i s ,  thank God, a  l i fe -produc ing  
Word. It is t h e  Gospel! I t  is  denominated a  mys- 
t e r y ,  because i t  i s  a  t r u t h  unknown t o  man except  
God r e v e a l  i t  t o  him. I t  is  c a l l e d  t h e  means of 
g r ace ,  because by i t  is d ispensed  t o  u s  t h e  gra-  
c ious  fo rg ivenes s  of s i n s  won f o r  u s  by C h r i s t .  
Lu ther  p o i n t s  ou t  an important  d i s t i n c t i o n  h e r e  
when he  s ays  t h a t  whi le  C h r i s t  won fo rg ivenes s  
f o r  u s  on t h e  c r o s s ,  He does  no t  d i spense  t h e  f o r -  
g iveness  t h e r e ;  he  d i spenses  i t  i n  t h e  means of 
g race ,  t h e  Word of H i s  Gospel and t h e  Sacraments,  
which a r e  r i g h t l y  c a l l e d  t h e  v i s i b l e  Word. 

While t h i s  word of t h e  Gospel i s  termed t h e  
means of g r ace ,  i t  could a s  w e l l  be termed t h e  
means of l i f e ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h e  only medium by which 
t h e  S p i r i t  c r e a t e s  and s u s t a i n s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  
of f a i t h  which l a y s  ho ld  of t h e  sav ing  promises of 
God. The Psa lmi s t  of o ld  acknowledges t h i s  t r u t h  
when he  d e c l a r e s :  "Thy word h a s  quickened me," 
t h a t  is,  g iven  me l i f e  and s u s t a i n e d  my l i f e .  
(Psalm 119, 40) And P e t e r  i n  New Testament t imes 
acknowledges t h e  l i f e - c r e a t i n g  power of t h a t  Word 
when he  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  they  who a r e  God's people  
have been "born aga in ,  n o t  of c o r r u p t i b l e  seed ,  
bu t  of i n c o r r u p t i b l e ,  (namely) by t h e  Word of God 
which l i v e s  and a b i d e s  fo r eve r . "  I P e t e r  1, 23. 

One of t h e  most g r aph i c  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  
l i f e - g i v i n g  power of t h e  Word of t h e  Lord i s  t h e  
prophet  E z e k i e l ' s  account  of h i s  v i s i o n  of t h e  
v a l l e y  of d ry  bones. Having s e t  Ezekie l  down i n  
t h e  midst  of t h i s  v a l l e y  of d ry  bones,  t h e  Lord 
d i r e c t s  t h e  prophet  t o  speak God's word of l i f e  t o  
t h e s e  bones. Then he  r eco rds :  "So I prophesied 
a s  He commanded me, and t h e  b r e a t h  came i n t o  them, 
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and they came t o  l i f e ,  and s tood on t h e i r  f e e t ,  
an  exceedingly g r e a t  army." Ezekie l  27,  10. 

The Apost le  Paul  l i kewi se  h a s  made c l e a r  
t h a t  w e  are God's c h i l d r e n  - t h a t  i s ,  have rece ived  
t h e  f u l l  r i g h t s  of t h e  sons  of God - by f a i t h  i n  
C h r i s t  J e s u s  (Gal. 3) and then  aga in  h e  d e c l a r e s  
t h a t  t h i s  " f a i t h  comes from t h e  message heard" 
(Romans 10) t h e  message t h a t  comes by t h e  command 
of C h r i s t .  

There i s  no g r e a t e r  b l e s s i n g  than  t h e  p r i v i -  
l e g e  of being God's c h i l d r e n  and, wi th  t h a t  endow- 
ment, being h e i r s  of e t e r n a l  l i f e .  When we under- 

s t and  t h a t  t h i s  b l e s s i n g  i s  bestowed upon u s  only 
by God's Word of Tru th ,  t h e  means of g race ,  how 
e a r n e s t l y  ought we n o t  want t o  cont inue  i n  t h e  Word 
and pray with t h e  hymn writer: 

Speak, 0 Lord, Thy se rvan t  hea re th ;  
To Thy Word I now g ive  heed. 
L i f e  and S p i r i t  Thy Word bea re th ,  
A l l  Thy Word is  Tru th  indeed. 
Death 's  dread power i n  m e  i s  r i f e ;  
J e sus ,  may Thy Word of l i f e  
F i l l  my sou l  wi th  l o v e ' s  s t rong  f e r v o r  
That I c l i n g  t o  Thee fo reve r .  

(M. B. Landstad, L. Hymnary, No. 260) 

Sure ly  i t  i s  t h e  Lord a lone  t o  whom we a r e  
u l t i m a t e l y  indebted f o r  t h e  grace  and p r i v i l e g e  of 
hea r ing  and b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  Word. But a t  t h e  same 

time, how g r a t e f u l  w e  ought a l s o  be t o  t hose  
through whose i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  God h a s  min i s t e r ed  
t h i s  g race  t o  us .  Espec i a l l y  a r e  we indebted t o  
t hose  who have been s t r o n g  and v a l i a n t  l e a d e r s  i n  
God's economy of grace .  Such a  man was Sigurd 
C h r i s t i a n  Ylv isaker !  

When we s t a t e d  a t  t h e  beginning t h a t  S. C. 

Ylv isaker  was almost synonymous wi th  t h e  e a r l y  

yea r s  of our  Bethany, wta simply wanted t o  p o i n t  
up t h e  s ign i f i can t -  r o l e  t h a t  he  played i n  ~ I I c .  
founding of t h e  school ,  f i r s t  a s  chairman of t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  acqui- 
s i t i o n  of t h e  proper ty ,  and then  a s  p r e s i d e n t  of 
t h e  school  f o r  twenty y e a r s  of i t s  important  
format ive  s t a g e s .  H i s  i n f luence  extended Ear 
beyond t h e  w a l l s  of Bethany, f o r  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  
l e ade r sh ip  w i th in  t h e  Norwegian Synod and t h e  
Evangel ical  Lutheran Synodical  Conference is  
r e a d i l y  acknowledged. Likewise i n  t h e  realm of 
educa t ion  and scho la r sh ip  he had gained t h e  
hea l thy  r e s p e c t  of h i s  peers .  

He w a s  erldowed by h i s  Crea tor  wi th  g r e a t  
n a t u r a l  t a l e n t ,  bu t  what sets him a p a r t  i n  our  
remembrance is t h a t  he employed those  t a l e n t s  i n  
t h e  s e r v i c e  of H i m  who had c a l l e d  him t o  proclaim 
t h e  saving Gospel. A s  a school  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  i n  
a C h r i s t i a n  c o l l e g e  h e  was r e spons ib l e  f o r  imple- 
menting many of t h e  Martha-type p r o j e c t s  which a r e  
very necessary  t o  t h e  ope ra t i on  of an educa t iona l  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and w e  a r e  deeply g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  
success  of h i s  e f f o r t s  a l s o  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  Yet 
h i s  g r e a t e s t  va lue  t o  u s  and t h e  church a t  l a r g e  
was t h a t  he  wi th  Mary of o l d  had n o t  f o r g o t t e n  t o  
s i t  a t  t h e  f e e t  of H i s  Sav ior ,  where he,  too ,  had 
l ea rned  t o  despa i r  i n  h i s  s i n s  bu t  a l s o  t o  r e j o i c e  
i n  t h e i r  f u l l  f o rg ivenes s  i n  t h e  C h r i s t  of God. 

W e  honor him bes t  when w e  c l i n g  with him t o  t h e  
One Thing Needful. With Mary of Bethany, Sigurd 
C h r i s t i a n  Ylvisaker was no t  t o  have t h a t  good p a r t  
taken f rom him. If we cont inue  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  l e s -  
son of far-off  Bethany, t h e  b l e s s i n g  wliich accom- 
p a n i e s  i f  will be c a r s  as well, f o r  

T h i s  one p r e c i o u s  treasure t h a t  a l l  e l se  exceeds 
Gives joy above nleasure and f i l l s  a l l  my need:;! 

(J. H. ~ c h r u d e r ,  L. Hymnary, NO.  2271 
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Glory be t o  t h e  Fa the r  and t o  t h e  Son and t o  t h e  
Holy Ghost, a s  it was i n  t h e  beginning,  is  now, 
and ever  s h a l l  be, world without  end. Amen, 

-- The Reverend J u u l  Madson 
P ro fe s so r  of New Testament 

Bethany Lutheran 
Theologica l  Seminary, 
Mankato, Minnesota 

COMEMORATIVE PRAYER 

Most merc i fu l  God, our Heavenly Father ,  w e  
b l e s s  and thank Thee f o r  having visited u s  in our  
I s s t  estate and haviz~g established the xfnistry GI' 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  among u s ,  In  Chr is t  Thy mercies 
have been new t3nt.s us every morning and Thy com- 
pass ion  has nst f a i l e d ,  As w e  make ready f a r  aur 
annual conveneion, where we together  cons ider  bo%b 
what Thou hase  done f o r  u s  and what Thou woulds~ 
have u s  do fsr Thee, we acknowledge w i t h  g r a t e f u l  
hear ts  t h a t  l 0 @  years ago thou d i d s t  b r i n g  i n t o  
this world S igurd  C h r i s t i a n  Ylvisaker t o  be in 
l a t e r  years a leader i n  Thy church laere i n  t h i s  
wor%d, 

W e  thank Thee f o r  Iaaving blessed him .csith 
knowledge and unders tanding of Thy Word of Truth, 
and f o r  having g r a n t e d  him t h e  imporcant g i f t  of 
r i g h t l y  dividing t h e  Law and the  Gospel ,  According 
to t h e  p romise  of Thy Word Thou d i d s t  f i l l  him w i t h  
The Holy S p i r i t ,  s%eadfastly to confess  Thee before 
men, and z e a l o u s l y  t o  l abo r  f o r  the furtherance of 
Thy kingdom, We acknowledge e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  e f f o r t s  
i n  behalf  of C h r i s t i a n  educa t ion  t o  which Thou 
d i d s t  impel him, and w e  g r a t e f u l l y  remember h i s  
devoted ded ica t ion  t o  t h e  one t h ing  needfu l .  

A s  we seek t a  cont inue  the  work which he was 
ins t rumenta l  i n  beginning amoxlg u s ,  may our  memory 
of him se rve  t o  encourage and s t rengthen  us  f o r  
the t a sk .  G r a c i w s l y  hear u s ,  O God of Truth and 
Sa lva t ion ,  through Thy Son, Jesus C h r i s t  our Lord, 
i n  whose name we j o i n  t o  pray:  

OUR FATHER, WHO ART I N  HEAVEN . . . 

The g race  of t he  Lord  .Jesus C h r i s t ,  and t h e  
l ove  of God and the  communion of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
be wi th  you all, Amen, 

So long a s  God has  given u s  one and one only 
means of s o  educa t ing  men t h a t  they w i l l  love  
and do what i s  " t rue ,  hones t ,  j u s t ,  pure ,  l ove ly ,  
of Good r epo r t "  ( P h i l .  4 ,  81, namely t h e  Gospel 
of C h r i s t ,  we as C h r i s t i a n s  have one recourse ,  
one p r i v i l e g e ,  one great, c a u s e  i n  behalf  of our  
youth, t he  e s t a b l i s h i n g  and main ta in ing  of 
C h r i s t i a n  schools  t h a t  t h e i r  h e a r t s  and minds, 
t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r  and whole l i f e  might grow 
i n  grace  and i n  t h e  knowledge of our  Lord J e s u s  
C h r i s t ,  t h e  foun ta in  of every good, every 
s t r e n g t h ,  every hope, 

-- Sigurd C h r i s t i a n  Ylv isaker  
"A P l ea  f o r  Understanding" 
BLC B u l l e t i n ,  October 1940 
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I T S  PRIVILEGE, IMPORTANCE, AND EFFECT 

C e r t a i n l y  much h a s  been w r i t t e n  on t h e  s u b j e c t  
of Prayer  and we can add noth ing  r e a l l y  new. But 

w e  can l e a r n  t o  pray a s  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  prayed, .. - - .  

"Lord, t each  u s  t o  pray." Our p r a y e r s  o f t e n  
become mechanical and h e a r t l e s s .  Perhaps some- 

t imes  we may even be  t r y i n g  t o  coax prayer  t o  
grow from t h e  s o i l  of t h ink ing  t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  God 
i s  r u l i n g  my l i f e  t h e  way He p l e a s e s  and a l l  t h i n g s  
w i l l  work f o r  my good anyway, s o  why bother  t o  

pray. It i s  s a i d  t h a t  Luther  once i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  
e v i l  days on which prayer  had f a l l e n  by c i t i n g  t h e  
c a s e  of a  c e r t a i n  c l e r i c :  "A c e r t a i n  p r i e s t l i n g  

prayed t h e  a lphabe t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  day and sa id :  
' ~ o r d ,  ou t  of t h e  l e t t e r s  of t h i s  a lphabe t  a l l  
words are composed; do Thou compose t h a t  p rayer  
ou t  of them which p l e a s e s  Thee. "' 

A nephew of mine i n  Saudi-Arabia t o l d  r e c e n t l y  
how h e  i s  wi tness ing  f i r s t  hand thousands of Muslims 
praying f i v e  t imes a  day. Many c a r r y  a  l i t t l e  
I I prayer  rug" and on t h e  hour they knee l  down and 
pray toward Mecca. It doesn ' t  ma t t e r  where they  
a r e  o r  what t h e y ' r e  doing, whether i n  an o f f i c e  o r  
ou t  on t h e  s t r e e t ,  i f  i t ' s  t i m e  t o  pray they knee l  
down and pray f i v e  t imes a  day. 

It seems s t r a n g e  t h a t  t hose  who b e l i e v e  i n  a 
f a l s e ,  non-exis tent  d i e t y  would u t t e r  u s e l e s s  
p raye r s  more than  b e l i e v e r s  who know t h e  t r u e  
Tr iune  God and b e l i e v e  t h e i r  p r aye r s  a r e  heard 
and answered, 

- 
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A s  C h r i s t i a n s  w e  b e l i e v e  Prayer  is  an impor- 
t a n t  p r i v i l e g e  wi th  b l e s sed  r e s u l t s ,  

PRIVILEGE 

While prayer  i s  a duty  of every C h r i s t i a n ,  
i t  i s  indeed no t  a burdensome duty bu t  a  b l e s sed  
p r i v i l e g e .  It i s  one of t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  we have 
as roya l  p r i e s t s ,  t h a t  we can go, yea are i n v i t e d  
and urged t o  go d i r e c t l y  t o  God f o r  .JesusF sake  
and plead our  own cause and a l s o  t h e  cause of 
o t h e r s .  God no t  on ly  encourages u s  t o  pray on 
our  own behalf  bu t  H e  a l s o  t e l l s  us  t h a t  H e  i s  
anxious t o  hea r  from us  w i th  r ega rd  t o  o t h e r s .  
"I exhor t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  supp l i -  
c a t i o n s ,  p r aye r s ,  i n t e r c e s s i o n s ,  and g iv ing  of 
thanks be made f o r  a l l  men." I Timothy 2 : l .  W e  
have "received t h e  s p i r i t  of adopt ion,  whereby 
we cry ,  Abba, Father ."  With t h e  hymnwriter we 
s ing:  

"What a  p r i v i l e g e  t o  c a r r y  
Everything t o  God i n  prayer!  

0 what peace we o f t e n  f o r f e i t ,  
0 what need le s s  p a i n  we bear-- 

A l l  because w e  do no t  c a r r y  
Everything t o  God i n  prayer!" 

I n  a  sermon f o r  Rogate Sunday based on John 
l6:23-30, Mar t in  Luther  l i s t e d  several p o i n t s  
t h a t  surround t h e  u se  of t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  of p rayer .  

F i r s t  of a l l  h e  s a y s  t h e  ch i e f  t h i n g  and 
foundat ion  and power of a l l  p rayer  i s  ~ o d ' s  
promise. "He promises t h a t  i t  s h a l l  be g iven  u s  
i f  we ask ;  and bes ides  H e  swears: ' ~ e r i l y ,  v e r i l y ,  
I say  unto  you, If ye s h a l l  a sk  anything of t h e  
Fa ther ,  He w i l l  g ive  i t  you i n  my name.' He 
promises t h a t  w e  might be  s u r e  of being heard i n  
prayer ;  yea,  H e  censures  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  f o r  t h e  
reason  t h a t  they  a r e  l a z y  and have no t  t h e r e f o r e  



I T S  PRIVILEGE, IMPORTANCE, AND EFFECT 
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been praying.  A s  i f  H e  would say: God is  ready 
t o  g i v e  more qu ick ly ,  and t o  g ive  more than  you 
ask ;  yea,  He o f f e r s  H i s  t r e a s u r e s  i f  we only t a k e  
them. It i s  t r u l y  a  g r e a t  shame and a  s eve re  
chast isement  f o r  u s  C h r i s t i a n s  t h a t  God should 
s t i l l  upbraid u s  f o r  our  s l o t h f u l n e s s  i n  prayer ,  
and t h a t  we f a i l  t o  l e t  such a r i c h  and e x c e l l e n t  
promise i n c i t e  u s  t o  pray.  W e  l e t  t h i s  p r ec ious  
t r e a s u r e  l i e  t h e r e ,  and seek i t  n o t ,  nor  e x e r c i s e  
ou r se lves  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  power i n  such a  promise." 

The second r e q u i s i t e  of t r u e  prayer  i s  f a i t h  
--that we b e l i e v e  t h e  promise i s  t r u e ,  and do n o t  
doubt t h a t  God w i l l  g ive  what H e  promises.  "Fa i th  

i s  a  f i rm,  undoubting confidence i n  God's promise 
t h a t  i t  is  t r u e .  He who doubts  and y e t  p rays ,  
tempts God; f o r  h e  doubts  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  God's 
w i l l  and grace .  Therefore ,  h i s  p rayer  is  noth ing  
and h e  gropes a f t e r  God l i k e  t h e  b l i n d  f o r  t h e  
wa l l .  John a l s o  speaks of t h i s  assurance  of f a i t h  
i n  I John 5~14-15:  'And t h i s  i s  t h e  bo ldness  
which we have toward H i m ,  t h a t ,  i f  we a sk  anything 
according t o  H i s  w i l l ,  He hea re th ;  and i f  we know 
t h a t  He h e a r e t h  u s  whatsoever w e  ask ,  we know t h a t  
w e  have t h e  p e t i t i o n s  which we have asked of ~ i m . '  
John d e s c r i b e s  wi th  t h e s e  words how a t r u l y  be- 
l i e v i n g  h e a r t  i s  disposed i n  prayer ,  namely, t h a t  
i t  i s  concerned about  no th ing  e l s e  than  t h a t  i t s  
prayer  be heard ,  knowing t h a t  i t  h a s  even then  
obta ined  i t s  p e t i t i o n .  . . Try i t  now and pray. 
Then you w i l l  t a s t e  t h e  sweetness of God's promise. 
What courage and conso la t i on  of h e a r t  i t  awakens 
t o  pray  f o r  a l l  th ings!  It m a t t e r s  no t  how g r e a t  
and h igh  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  may be. E l i j a h  w a s  a  man 
of l i k e  pas s ions  w i th  ourse lves :  y e t  when h e  
prayed, it d i d  n o t  r a i n  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  and s i x  
months, and when h e  aga in  prayed i t  ra ined .  
I Kings 17:1; 18:45. Notice,  h e r e  you s e e  a s i n g l e  
man p rays  and by h i s  p rayer  h e  i s  l o r d  of t h e  
c louds ,  of heaven and e a r t h .  So God l e t s  u s  see 
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what power and i n f luence  a rrlle p r a y e r  has, 
namely, that noth ing  i s  impossible  f o r  i t  t o  do." 

The t h i r d  requ is i t e  according t o  Luther  i s  
t h a t  "one must name d e f i n i t e i y  something t h a t  he 
b r i n g s  t o  God o r  f o r  which he p r a y s ;  as f o r  s t rong  
f a i t h ,  f o r  love, f o r  peace, and f o r  the comfort of 
h i s  neighbor.  One lnust actval1.y set f o r t h  t h e  
p e t i t i o n s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  ~ o r d ' s  Prayer p r e s e n t s  
seven p e t i t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  what C h r i s k  means by 
t h e  words: "If ye  s h a l l  ask  anything i n  t h e  
 ath her.' 'Any th ing , '  thai is ,  whatever you a r e  
i n  need o f .  Besides ,  W e  H i m s e l f  i n t e r p r e t s  t h i s  
' any th ing '  and says :  "1'hc;t your joy may be made 
f u l l . '  That  is,  pray f o r  things you need ,  
u n t i l  you have a c q u i r e d  even a i l  and yc71~r joy is  
made f u l l ;  and h i s  p r a y e r  will f i r s t  b e  f u l l y  
answered on the  day of judgnent  ." 

L u t h e r  s t a t e d  some th ing  i n  t h i  :s sermon which 
a t  f i rs t  seems rather strange. He said: "sing- 
i ng  Psalms and say ing  the  L o r d ' s  P r a y e r  i s  no t  
c a l l e d  praying.  These a r e  i n s t i t u t e d  f o r  c h i l d r e n  
and untu tored  people ,  as e x e r c i s e s ,  t o  make them 
a t h l e t e s  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s . "  However, i t  is  
understandable  i n  t h e  context  of praying f o r  spe- 
c i f i c  t h ings ,  h i s  t h i r d  p o i n t .  For he adds t h i s  
thought:   our praye r ,  however, no one but  your- 
s e l f  s ee s  and feels  i n  your heart, and you w i l l  
t r u l y  know i t ,  when i t  h i t s  the mark." 

The f o u r t h  r e q u i s i t e  i s  t h a t  we a s k  i n  t h e  
name of Chr i s t .  Luther  s tates:  "This is  nothing 
more than  t h a t  w e  come before  God i n  t h e  f a i t h  of 
C h r i s t  and comfort our se lves  w i t h  t h e  s u r e  conf i -  
dence t h a t  H e  i s  our  Mediator ,  through whom a l l  
t h i n g s  a r e  given t o  u s ,  wi thout  whom w e  mer i t  
nothing but wrath  and d isgrace .  A s  Paul  says  t o  
t h e  Romans: 'Through whom a l s o  we have acces s  by 
f a i t h  i n t o  t h i s  grace wherein we s tand:  and we  
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nothing but wrath  and d isgrace .  A s  Paul  says  t o  
t h e  Romans: 'Through whom a l s o  we have acces s  by 
f a i t h  i n t o  t h i s  grace wherein we s tand:  and we  



r e j o i c e  i n  hope of t h e  g l o r y  of God.' Romans 5:2. - 
It is  praying a r i g h t  i n  C h r i s t ' s  name, when we 
t h u s  t r u s t  i n  H i m  t h a t  we w i l l  be  r ece ived  and 
heard  f o r  H i s  sake,  and n o t  f o r  our  own sake." 

I n  t h i s  connect ion we would quote  from 
another  of L u t h e r ' s  sermons on prayer :  "Our 
p r a y e r s  must n o t  be  founded nor  r e s t  upon our- 
s e l v e s  o r  our  o m  m e r i t s ,  * . The very  reason  we 
do pray i s  because of our  unworthiness;  and j u s t  
through t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we b e l i e v e  we a r e  unworthy 
and c o n f i d e n t l y  ven tu re  upon God's f a i t h f u l n e s s  
t o  H i s  Ward do we become worthy t o  pray and t o  
be hea rd ,  . Therefore ,  be on your guard a l l  
through l i f e  t h a t  you may never  t h i n k  you r se l f  
worthy o r  f i t  t o  pray o r  t o  r e c e i v e ;  u n l e s s  i t  
be t h a t  you d i s cove r  you r se l f  t o  be a f r e e b o l d  
c h a r a c t e r  r i s k i n g  a i l  upon t h e  f a i t h f u l  and s u r e  
promises of your g r ac ious  God, who t h u s  wishes  t o  
r e v e a l  t o  you H i s  mercy and goodness, J u s t  a s  
He, o u t  of pure  grace ,  a s  promised YOU, being s o  
unworthy, an unmerited and unasked hea r ing ,  s o  
w i l l  H e  a l s o  h e a r  you, an  unworthy beggar, o u t  of 
pure  g r ace ,  t o  t h e  p r a i s e  of H i s  t r u t h  and promise. 
Th i s  H e  does i n  o rde r  $ha t  you may thank n o t  your 
wor th iness ,  bu t  H i s  t r u t h ,  by which He f u l f i l l s  
H i s  promise,  and t h a t  you thank H i s  mercy t h a t  gave 
t h e  promise.  I '  

Thus p raye r  i s  i n  t h e  name s f  C h r i s t ,  n o t  i n  
our  own name, and consequent ly  enhances t h e  p r i v i -  
l e g e  of p rayer .  I am n o t  w ~ r t h y  t o  p ray  i n  my 
name, because of my r e p u t a t i o n ,  bu t  pu re ly  and 
simply because and f o r  t h e  sake s f  C h r i s t  my Savior ,  
It is  a  p r i v i l e g e  gran ted  t o  unworthy s inne r s !  

The f i f t h  r e q u i s i t e  of p rayer  i s  t h a t  it must 
be condi t ioned  by the  w i l l  of God, Luther ,  i n  t h e  
above quoted sermon, s t a t e s :  "One should s o  a c t  
i n  t h i s  confidence of p r aye r  a s  no t  t o  l i n a i t  God 

and s p e c i f y  t h e  day  o r  place, nor  de s igna t e  t h e  
way o r  measure of t h e  prayer's f u l f i l l m e n t ;  bu t  
l e a v e  a l l  t o  H i s  own will, wisdom and almighty 
power. Then c o n f i d e n t l y  and c h e e r f u l l y  awai t  t h e  
answer, no t  even wishing t o  'know how and where, 
how soon, how long ,  and  through whom. H i s  d i v i n e  
wisdom w i l l  f i n d  f a r  b e t t e r  ways and measures,  
time and p l ace ,  tharr we c a n  devise, even should 
we perform mi rac l e s .  So, i n  t h e  Old Testament,  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  s f  I s rae l  a l l  ty-us ted  i n  God t o  
d e l i v e r  them yer ~1.ere  was  no p o s s i b l e  way 
be fo re  t h e i r  eyes, nor  even rr their thoughts ;  
then  t h e  Red Sea p a r t e d  a n d  o f f e r e d  them a way 
through t h e  wa te r s ,  and sudderily drowned a l l  t h e i r  
enemies, Exodus 14, '' 

God s u r e l y  hears and answers every t r u e  
prayer ,  bu t  w i t h i n  o r  according t o  a i s  w i l l .  I f  
i t  were n o t  w i t h i n  H i s  will then mart w o u l d  r u l e  
t h e  world and t h e  r e s u l t  would be  chaos and d i s -  
a s t e r .  Our heavenly Fa ther  has  a p l an  of l ove  and 
wisdom f o r  u s .  T h i s  includes i nva luab l e  b l e s s i n g s :  
f o rg ivenes s  of s i n ,  nienibership i n  H i s  f ami ly ,  p a r t -  
n e r s h i p  i n  t h e  bu i l d ing  of H i s  kingdom of Grace, 
e t e r n a l  l i f e  i n  heaven. W i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  p r aye r  
i s  answered, S t .  John w r f  tes :  "This i s  t h e  con- 
f i d e n c e  t h a t  w e  have i r r  H i m ,  t h a t  i f  we ask  any- 
t h i n g  accord ing  t o  BPS will, R e  hea re th  us." 
I John 5: 14.  Everything t h a t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h i s  
w i l l ,  such a s  f a i t h ,  f o rg ivenes s ,  s t r e n g t h ,  power 
and wisdom t o  s e r v e  H i m ,  w i l l  be g r an t ed  wi thout  
r e s e r v a t i o n ,  Everything t h a t  i s  i n c i d e n t a l  t o  
t h i s  p lan ,  such as food,  c l o t h i n g ,  h e a l t h ,  freedom 
from d i s t r e s s i n g  c i rcumstances ,  must be l e f t  t o  
t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of God, praying " I f  i t  be Thy w i l l . "  

The supreme example of such condi t ioned  p raye r  
i s  t h e  Savior  Himself i n  t h e  Garden of Gethsemane. 
Three t imes  He pleaded:   athe her, i f  Thou be w i l l -  
ing ,  remove t h i s  cup from Me," The answer t o  t h i s  
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most ferverrt p r ; ~ i y e ~  .'a," i:".l.,i.ry and ail i t s  
bitterness, because 4.3: gas essefij:jal Gad's p lan  . 

--. fo r  man s sa%vac jWGn, [ j ~  $- 5 q i  -iIll -{:b.&t aa%:fiT:jer 
an ange l  Lgho r:i.2i;,~:;ici;e:~ 9:im 2nd 3 c.alrn strength 

" a 

Pihich even khe c-f-sss f ~ . ~ : ~ . e . d  nut break, 

So we m;<y pess tf1rs~g5-1 !:'hts -very experiences 
lq&Jch we 1 A- .c,O " . . z - s .  *.,id a. r.'i ,. -'F 2- i e - ~ ~ v - ,  c e  s g- .>iigh. ~ x B $ T ~ T - -  

~ ~ ~ ; l ~ ~ ; l ; ~ 2 ~ _ f . ;  f$-j+;::.,c j;:.: Ic.-ses, t r y i n g  
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personal and i,or:c ;is-i:uU:.or:~ ; il:ien t11.i~ happens, 
we have ' &; aa --- --.. - 0 -- f* "?  .-3 +" ~gl_l?" i - 2 m . p  . r/s1614 does no t  

5 L  a contain p p s ~ ~ z g n ,  blrf-- - i . - - % ~ 4 - - - i l - . )  ,!i-rrii,.-L21i w:i.sely chosen by the 
- 3  - 

Great Physician y.? .:liu.i:s our  eternal we3.f are. 
"We know t h a t  a:].?. <.i;:.:-~gt: ~$~ofk, t o g e t h e r  f o r  good 
to them t h a t  .ti;-;,.? [ i~-;'; _ -:; ::kten W ~ P O  are  cal led  

- .* ' accord i,rng : J - r  i. * \ -  1 7  - - '-1 I :  - 
1 .P.. .3 %> ,+ .- I-- : ; ,-; .# . , 1 :;;inians 8: 28. A higher 

* . ,"_ - -  
good, in hai-monq ;;i:; Go3-i ' :; j>Laril & P ~ . I . ~  r e s u l t :  
a purer, stronger : ;  8 I:cc:l,t.,r ioi7e; a more 
consecra ted  service t o  God 2nd  man. And throughout  
t h e  trial there i s  g i v e n  to us, as to S t .  P a u l ,  
grace that, is ' i s l ; ~ ~ ~ i ~ e a ~  . " 

" e 

Any ei.;;;oer;, . . 3 t t  2 .  . i + > g  ! 3: t e n  oc "ru les"  f o r  
p r aye r  d o  n o i  dk~rg::? i i t i i i  :.;,e p r i v i l e g e  o r  even 
ease of  pray2r. Pri/-:;- ;o - i t i c  S h r i s t i a n  should 

e a s y  &rid 1-5 ?;-5 i V  - ,d;--a 3 bard  some"nime8 i s  
& f- tha t  we Eorget ;.o i i l s  ., i p y n : a i s e s  of God. We 

, 7 "  
c a r r y  our  bard.:: l; -s 5.5 - 5  13. \> CP ST  i cg"  t h e m  on 
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the  L o r d ,  ?fa> c B- %: p- -7 8 -  ~3~ ,=, * we can speak to 
our  God aa;̂Rd lie b V 3 , i  :- - c 1 2 ; _ _ : ; ~ ~ a ~  2 -  6:s n=i t  communi- 

1 - 
c a t i o n  t h a t  i s  b.ir.!..i by r e 2  fdpez r  sent i n  tripli- 
c a t e ,  b u t  as i h ~  nyniiiqr.::p; s s y s  i t  i s  "the sim- 
p l e s t  form of speec3  hat i n r a n t  Z i p s  can t r y . . ,  
the burden of a s i g r ~ ,  t h e  fa%; ' ing of a tear ,  t h e  
upward glancing 0 5  t h ~  eye, dat.71 none b u t  God i s  
n e a r ,  '! ~ ~ y m n a - r ~  2 Q" .I 2-- 

Why i s  prayer i r n p o r t ~ n t ?  Because f i rs t  of a l l  

God h a s  command2d ticB A f c ~  o& ?-he Easy  S c r i p t u r e s  

t h a t  command u s  t o  pray a r e  I Chronic les  16:119 
"Seek t h e  Lord and H i s  s t r e n g t h ,  seek  H i s  f a c e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  . I s  

Matthew 7 : 7 ,  "Ask, and i t  s h a l l  be g iven  you; 
seek ,  and ye s h a l l  f i n d ;  knock, and i t  s h a l l  be 
opened un to  you," 

Matthew 2 6 : 4 1 ,  "Watch and pray ,  t h a t  ye  e n t e r  
n o t  i n t o  temptat ion:  the s p i r i t  indeed i s  w i l l i n g ,  
bu t  t h e  f l e s h  is  weak." 

Luke i 8 : 1 ,  "And He spake a p a r a b l e  un to  them 
t o  t h i s  end, t h a t  men ought always t o  pray,  and 
no t  t o  f a i n t . ' '  

Ephesians 6:18, "Praying always w i th  a l l  p r aye r  
and s u p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S p i r i t ,  and watching t he r e -  
un to  wi th  a l l  perseverance  and s u p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  
s a i n t s . "  

I Thessa lon ians  5 ~ 1 7 ,   ray without  ceas ing ."  

James 5:13, "1s any among you a f f l i c t e d ?  l e t  
him pray.  Is any among you merry? l e t  him s i n g  
psalms, Is 

These and many o t h e r  passages  induced Luther  
t o  w r i t e  i n  t h e  Large Catechism: "My p raye r  i s  as 
p rec ious ,  ho ly ,  and p l e a s i n g  t o  God a s  t h a t  of 
S t .  Pau l  o r  of t h e  most ho ly  s a i n t s .  Th i s  i s  t h e  
reason:  For I w i l l  g l a d l y  g r a n t  t h a t  he  i s  h o l i e r  
i n  person,  bu t  no t  on account  of t h e  commandment; 
s i n c e  God does  n o t  r ega rd  p r aye r  on account  of t h e  
person,  bu t  on account of H i s  word and obedience 
t h e r e t o .  For on t h e  commandment on which a l l  s a i n t s  
r e s t  t h e i r  p r aye r ,  I ,  too ,  r e s t  mine." ( T r i g l o t ,  
p. 701) 

Prayer  i s  important  because,  secondly,  i t  i s  
endowed wi th  promises of a f a i t h f u l  God who "is 

- 19 - 



most ferverrt p r ; ~ i y e ~  .'a," i:".l.,i.ry and ail i t s  
bitterness, because 4.3: gas essefij:jal Gad's p lan  . 

--. fo r  man s sa%vac jWGn, [ j ~  $- 5 q i  -iIll -{:b.&t aa%:fiT:jer 
an ange l  Lgho r:i.2i;,~:;ici;e:~ 9:im 2nd 3 c.alrn strength 

" a 

Pihich even khe c-f-sss f ~ . ~ : ~ . e . d  nut break, 

So we m;<y pess tf1rs~g5-1 !:'hts -very experiences 
lq&Jch we 1 A- .c,O " . . z - s .  *.,id a. r.'i ,. -'F 2- i e - ~ ~ v - ,  c e  s g- .>iigh. ~ x B $ T ~ T - -  

~ ~ ~ ; l ~ ~ ; l ; ~ 2 ~ _ f . ;  f$-j+;::.,c j;:.: Ic.-ses, t r y i n g  
/ -i 

personal and i,or:c ;is-i:uU:.or:~ ; il:ien t11.i~ happens, 
we have ' &; aa --- --.. - 0 -- f* "?  .-3 +" ~gl_l?" i - 2 m . p  . r/s1614 does no t  

5 L  a contain p p s ~ ~ z g n ,  blrf-- - i . - - % ~ 4 - - - i l - . )  ,!i-rrii,.-L21i w:i.sely chosen by the 
- 3  - 

Great Physician y.? .:liu.i:s our  eternal we3.f are. 
"We know t h a t  a:].?. <.i;:.:-~gt: ~$~ofk, t o g e t h e r  f o r  good 
to them t h a t  .ti;-;,.? [ i~-;'; _ -:; ::kten W ~ P O  are  cal led  

- .* ' accord i,rng : J - r  i. * \ -  1 7  - - '-1 I :  - 
1 .P.. .3 %> ,+ .- I-- : ; ,-; .# . , 1 :;;inians 8: 28. A higher 

* . ,"_ - -  
good, in hai-monq ;;i:; Go3-i ' :; j>Laril & P ~ . I . ~  r e s u l t :  
a purer, stronger : ;  8 I:cc:l,t.,r ioi7e; a more 
consecra ted  service t o  God 2nd  man. And throughout  
t h e  trial there i s  g i v e n  to us, as to S t .  P a u l ,  
grace that, is ' i s l ; ~ ~ ~ i ~ e a ~  . " 

" e 

Any ei.;;;oer;, . . 3 t t  2 .  . i + > g  ! 3: t e n  oc "ru les"  f o r  
p r aye r  d o  n o i  dk~rg::? i i t i i i  :.;,e p r i v i l e g e  o r  even 
ease of  pray2r. Pri/-:;- ;o - i t i c  S h r i s t i a n  should 

e a s y  &rid 1-5 ?;-5 i V  - ,d;--a 3 bard  some"nime8 i s  
& f- tha t  we Eorget ;.o i i l s  ., i p y n : a i s e s  of God. We 

, 7 "  
c a r r y  our  bard.:: l; -s 5.5 - 5  13. \> CP ST  i cg"  t h e m  on 

8 a 

the  L o r d ,  ?fa> c B- %: p- -7 8 -  ~3~ ,=, * we can speak to 
our  God aa;̂Rd lie b V 3 , i  :- - c 1 2 ; _ _ : ; ~ ~ a ~  2 -  6:s n=i t  communi- 

1 - 
c a t i o n  t h a t  i s  b.ir.!..i by r e 2  fdpez r  sent i n  tripli- 
c a t e ,  b u t  as i h ~  nyniiiqr.::p; s s y s  i t  i s  "the sim- 
p l e s t  form of speec3  hat i n r a n t  Z i p s  can t r y . . ,  
the burden of a s i g r ~ ,  t h e  fa%; ' ing of a tear ,  t h e  
upward glancing 0 5  t h ~  eye, dat.71 none b u t  God i s  
n e a r ,  '! ~ ~ y m n a - r ~  2 Q" .I 2-- 

Why i s  prayer i r n p o r t ~ n t ?  Because f i rs t  of a l l  

God h a s  command2d ticB A f c ~  o& ?-he Easy  S c r i p t u r e s  

t h a t  command u s  t o  pray a r e  I Chronic les  16:119 
"Seek t h e  Lord and H i s  s t r e n g t h ,  seek  H i s  f a c e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  . I s  

Matthew 7 : 7 ,  "Ask, and i t  s h a l l  be g iven  you; 
seek ,  and ye s h a l l  f i n d ;  knock, and i t  s h a l l  be 
opened un to  you," 
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n o t  i n t o  temptat ion:  the s p i r i t  indeed i s  w i l l i n g ,  
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reason:  For I w i l l  g l a d l y  g r a n t  t h a t  he  i s  h o l i e r  
i n  person,  bu t  no t  on account  of t h e  commandment; 
s i n c e  God does  n o t  r ega rd  p r aye r  on account  of t h e  
person,  bu t  on account of H i s  word and obedience 
t h e r e t o .  For on t h e  commandment on which a l l  s a i n t s  
r e s t  t h e i r  p r aye r ,  I ,  too ,  r e s t  mine." ( T r i g l o t ,  
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Prayer  i s  important  because,  secondly,  i t  i s  
endowed wi th  promises of a f a i t h f u l  God who "is 
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a b l e  t o  do exceeding abundant ly  above a l l  t h a t  we 
ask  o r  t h ink . "  The co~nnland t o  p ray  i s  found i n  a  
s e t t i n g  of promises  t ha t  i s  t r u l y  amazing: 

Psalm 91:15, "He s h a l l  c a l l  upon m e ,  and I 
w i l l  answer him: 1 w i l l  be  wi th  him i n  t r o u b l e ;  
I w i l l  d e l i v e r  h i m ,  and honour him." 

I s a i a h  5 8 ~ 9 ,   hen shalt thou c a l l ,  and t h e  
Lord s h a l l  answer; thou shalt c r y ,  and H e  s h a l l  
say ,  Here I am." 

I s a i a h  65: 24 ,  "And i t  s h a l l  come t o  p a s s ,  
t h a t  be fo re  t h e y  c a l l ,  I w i l l  answer; and wh i l e  
they  a r e  y e t  speaking,  I w i l l  hear . "  

Luke l l : 9 ,  "And I say un to  you, Ask, and i t  
s h a l l  be g iven  you; seek ,  and ye s h a l l  f i n d ,  knock, 
and i t  s h a l l  be opened un to  you." 

John l 5 : 7 ,  " ~ f  ye  ab ide  i n  me, and my words 
ab ide  i n  you, ye  s h a l l  a s k  w h a t  ye  w i l l ,  and it 
s h a l l  be  done un to  you," 

John 1 6 ~ 2 3 ,  "Ver i ly ,  v e r i l y ,  1 say un to  you, 
whatsoever ye s h a l l  ask the  Fa the r  i n  My name, 
H e  w i l l  g i ve  i t  you." 

James 5 ~ 1 6 ,  "The e f f e c t u a l  f e r v e n t  p r aye r  of 
a  r i g h t e o u s  man a v a i l e t h  much." 

These promises are from H i m  of whom t h e  B i b l e  
says ,  " ~ e  i s  f a i t h f u l  that promised." Hebrews 10: 
23.  They a r e  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of a  covenant,  a 
c o n t r a c t ,  of which God Himself a s s u r e s  u s ,   he 
mountains s h a l l  d e p a r t  and t h e  h i l l s  be removed; 
bu t  My k indness  s h a l l  n o t  d e p a r t  from thee ,  n e i t h e r  
s h a l l  t h e  covenant of My peace be removed, s a i t h  
t h e  Lord, t h a t  h a t h  mercy on thee ."  I s a i a h  54: lQ.  

we quote: "In t h e  
midst  of these covenant-supported promises t h e  
i n s p i r e d  Apos t le  Paul  places the Cross  a s  t h e  
supreme guaran tee  when he writes (Romans 8 : 3 2 ) :  
' ~ e  t h a t  spared n o t  his own Son bu t  d e l i v e r e d  

H i m  up f o r  u s  a l l ,  haw s h a l l  H e  n o t  w i t h  H i m  a l s o  
f r e e l y  give u s  all t h i n g s ? '  $$hat does t h i s  mean? 
Nothing less than t h i s ,  t h a t  Gad i n  H i s  i n f i n i t e  
l o v e  has  a l r eady  p re sen t ed  the  greatest  g i f t  i n  
H i s  possess ion ,  H i m  who was nearest and d e a r e s t  
t o  H i m ,  H i s  only-begotten Son, P a l l  that  we have 
a  r i g h t  t o  expec t  on the basis or' the  promises 
made f o r  t h i s  l i f e  and t h a t  which i s  t o  come i s  
smal l  i n  comparison w i t h  what we have a l r e a d y  
rece ived .  

"'Can God do more t o  reassure us?  

" ~ u t  God i s  no t  only w i l l i n g .  He i s  ' a b l e  
t o  do exceeding abundant ly  above a l l  t h a t  we a s k  
o r  t h i n k 9  (Ephesians 3 ~ 2 0 ) ~  T b e r e  are no l i m i t s  
t o  H i s  power, No s i t u a t i o n  may a r i se  t h a t  w i l l  
de fy  H i s  a b i l i t y  t o  h e l p , "  (Abiding Word, Vol. I, 
g ,  252) 

Prayer  Is impor tan t ,  t h i r d l y ,  because i t  i s  
a  v i t a l  p a r t  of C h r i s t i a n  Li fe .  We s ing :  "prayer  
i s  t h e  ~ h r i s t i a n "  svitaf brea th ,  The ~ h r i s t i a n ' s  
n a t i v e  a i r ,  361: 4, LutRea: s a i d  t h a t  "what t h e  
p u l s e  i s  t o  t h e  phys i ca l  l i f e ,  t h a t  p r aye r  i s  t o  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ;  t o  cease t o  pray means t o  
cea se  being a Christian," C,F ,W,  Walther wrote:  
"TO be a t r ue  Chr is t ian  and t o  pray  a r e  s o  insep- 
a r a b l y  un3-ted t h a t  a person cannot t h i n k  of one 
wi thout  t h e  o t h e r .  A s  c ry ing  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s i g n  
of l i f e  i n  a newly born c h i l d ,  s o  p r aye r  is t h e  
f i r s t  s i g n  of l i f e  i n  a r ebo rn  C h r i s t i a n .  As soon 
a s  Sau l  was conver ted ,  w e  read of him, ' ~ e h o l d ,  
he  p r aye th ,  '" 

I r i s  important  t o  pray because we need t o  pray.  
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I n  his day, 550 y e a r s  ago, Luther  wrote: "Open 
your eyes and look i n t o  your l i f e  and t h e  l i f e  of 
a l l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  e s t a t e ,  
and you will f i n d  t h a t  f a i t h ,  hope, l ove ,  obedi- 
ence,  chasteness, and a l l  v i r t u e s  a r e  l angu i sh ing ;  
t h a t  a l l  sorts of t e r r i b l e  v i c e s  a r e  r e ign ing ;  
t h a t  good preachers and p r e l a t e s  a r e  l a c k i n g . , , .  
Then you will see t h a t  there  is  need t o  pray 
throughout  t h e  world,  every hour ,  wi thout  c ea s ing ,  
wi th  t e a r s  of blood,  because of t h e  t e r r i b l e  wrath 
of Gad over men, Et c e r t a i n l y  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  
need f o r  p r a y e r  h a s  never been g r e a t e r  than  it is  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and i t  w i l l  be s t i l l  g r e a t e r  from 
now on till t h e  end s f  the  world,"  

In a sermon on Matthew Q:5-6 Luther  wrote:  
" W e  l i v e  i n  f l e s h  arrd blood t h a t  i s  crammed f u l l  
of wickedness of every s o r t ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
wor ld  i s  always w i t h  u s  and a g a i n s t  u s ,  b r i ng ing  
aPL our  misery and sorrow and t r o u b l e  upon u s .  
Besides ,  there i s  t h e  d e v i l  everywhere around us ,  
s t i r r i n g  up innumerable s e c t s ,  f a c t i o n s ,  and cor- 
r u p t i o n s ,  and d r i v i n g  u s  i n t o  unbe l i e f  and d e s p a i r ,  
Thus there i s  never any end t o  t h i s ,  and t h e r e  i s  
no rest %or u s ,  Me a r e  surrounded by t h e  k ind  of 
enemies who will not  s t o p  u n t i l  they  have knocked 
u s  d o ~ m ,  and a s  i n d i v i d u a l  poor men w e  a r e  much 
too  weak t o  wi ths tand  ss many enemies,  For t h i s  
reason God s ays  i n  the  prophet  Zechariah (Zech. 
l2: lO)  that H e  w i l l  give t o  t hose  who a r e  H i s  own 
' t h e  S p i r i t  sf grace and s u p p l i c a t i o n 9  t o  p r e se rve  
them wh i l e  they a r e  on t h e  f i e l d  of b a t t l e  and t o  
guard and p r o t e c t  them a g a i n s t  t h a t  wicked and 
p e r n i c i o u s  s p i r i t ,  Therefore  i t  i s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
work of C h r i s t i a n s ,  who have t h e  S p i r i t  of God, n o t  
t o  be lax and l a z y  bu t  i n c e s s a n t  and cons t an t  i n  
t h e i r  p ray ing ,  as C h r i s t  t e aches  e lsewhere (Luke 
18: 1) * ' '  

Yes, p r aye r  i s  important  and v i t a l  i n  our  

C h r i s t i a n  l i v e s .  We g ive  exp re s s ion  t o  our  many 
needs and respond t o  God's mercies .  Conscious 
of our  unworthiness  we con fe s s  our  s i n s  t o  our  
offended God and p lead  fo rg ivenes s .  Facing 
l i f e ' s  t a s k s  and expe r i ences  i n  a  d i f f i c u l t  and 
dangerous world w e  implore  H i m  f o r  h e l p  and sus- 
t a i n i n g  s t r e n g t h .  Noting t h e  m i r a c l e s  of d i v i n e  
wonder and power i n  n a t u r e  we p r a i s e  H i m .  Seeing 
H i s  merc ies  and guidance i n  our  l i v e s  w e  g i v e  H i m  
thanks,  above a l l  f o r  t h e  Gospel of f o rg ivenes s .  
I n  doing so  we s e e  H i s  "mercies new every morning." 

Though we a s c r i b e  importance t o  p r aye r ,  w e  
do n o t  r ega rd  i t  as a means of g race .  Some r ega rd  
i t  a s  a  means through which a  w r e s t l i n g  s o u l  g a i n s  
t h e  e x h i l a r a t i n g  f e e l i n g  t h a t  he  is  conver ted ,  o r  
through which a  groping s o u l  r e c e i v e s  a  super- 
n a t u r a l  r e v e l a t i o n  independent of t h e  Word of God 
and t h e  Sacraments a s  t h e  Reformed and Char i smat ics .  

S c r i p t u r e  c l e a r l y  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  Word and t h e  
Sacraments a s  t h e  means through which t h e  Holy 
Ghost c r e a t e s  and s u s t a i n s  f a i t h  i n  man. " ~ a i t h  
cometh by hea r ing ,  and hea r ing  by t h e  Word of God." 
Romans 10:17. Th i s  r e v e l a t i o n  i s  adequate  f o r  a l l  
purposes  of  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .  " A l l  S c r i p t u r e  i s  
g iven  by i n s p i r a t i o n  of God and i s  p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  
d o c t r i n e ,  f o r  r ep roo f ,  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n ,  f o r  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n  i n  r i gh t eousnes s ,  t h a t  t h e  man of God may be 
p e r f e c t ,  throughly fu rn i shed  un to  a l l  good works." 
I1 Timothy 3:16-17. 

Lutherans  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  between t h e  means 
of g r ace  and p raye r  speak of t h e  one a s  t h e  hands 
of God extended t o  man, and t h e  o t h e r  a s  t h e  hands 
of man extended t o  God. We do w e l l  t o  main ta in  
t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n .  

EFFECT 

How can we adequa te ly  measure t h e  e f f e c t  of 
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EFFECT 

How can we adequa te ly  measure t h e  e f f e c t  of 



praye r?  Some say there i s  no e f fec t .  The uni- 
v e r s e  i s  under the c o n t r o l  of f ixed  laws repre-  
s e n t i n g  t h e  h ighes t  wisdom of t h e  Crea tor .  It i s  
t h e r e f o r e  presumptuous f o r  men, an i n s i g n i f i c a n t  
speck i n  t h i s  v a s t  wor ld ,  t o  suppose t h a t  through 
prayer  L can induce God a t  some p o i n t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  
w i th  t h i s  wor ld  i n  o rde r  t o  he lp  m e ,  But t he i r  
o b j e c t i o n  would make God a pr i sone r  of R i s  own 
c r e a t i o n ,  reducing H i m  t o  a mechanic who can do 
no more than watch the  eworld opera te  as ia machine 
i n  accordance with  i t s  own ix;akaer~:nt laws, deaf t o  
t h e  c r i e s  af man, This ob jec t ion  f u r t h e r  i n v a l i -  
d a t e s  and den ie s  a%% that God promises regard ing  
p raye r ,  and the  record of answered prayer  i n  
S c r i p t u r e .  There i s  no s t o r y  more i n t r i g u i n g  
than  t h e  story of p r aye r .  Moses, David, E l i j a h ,  
Danie l ,  Peter,  J'sknn, Pau l ,  and many o t h e r  prayed. 
En answer the earth,  t t i e  sea ,  the  sky, t h e  human 
body, t h e  animal kingdom, yes ,  even dea th ,  sus- 
pended t h e i r  Laws .  Add t o  .chis the answered 
p raye r s  of Gideon, Hannah, Samuel, Solomon, Heze- 
k i ah ,  Jehoshaphat ,  E z r a ,  Zachar ias ,  and t h e  e a r l y  
Church and t h e  record i s  even more astounding,  

And then %%rere i s  Monica, the mother of S t .  
Augustine.  Luther  xrote of her: "She asked f o r  
no th ing  i n  her prayer  f o r  her  son except t h a t  h e  
might be l i b e r a t e d  from the madness of t h e  Mani- 
chaeans and be b a p t i z e d ,  Meanwhile t h e  s o l i c i t o u s  
mother was i n t e n t  on f i n d i n g  a g i r l  who would t a k e  
him i n  marr iage i f  i t  were p o s s i b l e  t o  r ec l a im  him 
i n  t h i s  way. But t h e  more she prayed,  t h e  more 
s t i f f -necked  and s tubborn t h e  son became, and h e r  
prayer  seemed t o  h e r  t o  have become a s i n .  But 
when t h e  time f o r  hearing h e r  s o l i c i t o u s  prayer  
had come (for God u s u a l l y  d e f e r s  H i s  h e l p ) ,  Augus- 
t i n e  i s  not  on ly  converted and b a p t i z e d  but devotes  
himself  e n t i r e l y  t o  the  s tudy  of theo logy  and t u r n s  

o  be such a t eache r  $ha& he shines i n  t h e  
o t h i s  day ... Monica had never asked f o r  t h i s .  

- 24 - 

It would have been enough f o r  h e r  i f  h e r  son had 
been f r e e d  from e r r o r  and had turned  C h r i s t i a n .  
But God wants t o  g ive  us  g r e a t e r  b l e s s i n g s  than  
we can a sk  f o r ,  a s  long as we do no t  weaken i n  
our  p raye r ,  '' 

A s  f o r  h i s  own prayers ,  Luther  stated: "As 
o f t e n  a s  I have e a r n e s t l y  prayed, I have c e r t a i n l y  
been very  f r e e l y  heard and have rece ived  more than  
I had des i r ed .  To be su re ,  a t  t imes our  Lord God 
has  delayed a  l i t t l e  whi le ;  y e t  He h a s  heard.  
What is delayed i s  not  denied.' '  

Eddie Rickenbacker t e l l s  how he  and h i s  com- 
panions,  a d r i f t  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  prayed f o r  r a i n .  
They saw a  shower pas s  by a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  away. 
A s  they kept  praying,  i t  turned  a g a i n s t  t h e  wind 
and overtook them, providing t h e  water  they  needed 
t o  p re se rve  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

I n  t h e  June 1983 i s s u e  of t h e  Lutheran Synod 
Quar te r ly ,  D r ,  Ernes t  B a r t e l s  r e l a t e d  an answer t o  
h i s  p rayer  when he  was p a s t o r  of t h r e e  r u r a l  
churches i n  Wisconsin, There had been no r a i n  
f o r  s i x  weeks during t h e  e a r l y  summer prime grow- 
ing season. Severa l  p a r i s h i o n e r s  reques ted  t h a t  
he  pray f o r  r a i n  on t h e  fo l lowing  Sunday. The 
Saturday evening f o r e c a s t  was "no r a i n  i n  s igh t . "  
He o f f e r e d  p raye r s  f o r  r a i n  a t  t h e  two churches 
bu t  during t h e  sermon a t  t h e  t h i r d  church it began 
t o  r a i n ,  very  hard,  and i t  r a ined  f o r  t h r e e  days! 
The whole of D r .  B a r t e l s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  and 
prev ious  i s s u e s  of t h e  Qua r t e r ly  d e a l t  wi th  
A Lutheran Understanding of t h e  Wi l l  and Providence 
of God. H i s  d i s cus s ion  of t h e  l e n g t h  of l i f e  being 
immutably f i x e d  and y e t  shor tened  o r  lengthened 
f i t s  we l l  i n  t h e  con tex t  of p rayer .  

Sure ly  t h e  l i s t  of Answered P raye r s  from t h e  
people of God would be end le s s ,  even according t o  
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t h e i r  s t anda rds  s f  measurement. According t o  
God" they would be even more end l e s s  because of 
seemingly unanswered p raye r .  There a r e  many 

t imes  when the  exper iences  of l i f e  seem t o  con- 
t r a d i c t  t h e  promises of God. The d i s t r e s s e d  h e a r t  

c r i e s  ou t  t i n e  and aga in ,  bu t  t h e r e  is  s i l e n c e ,  
S t  re-echoes the p l e a  of t h e  Messiah r e j e c t e d  by 
man and forsaken  by God: "My God9 My God9 why 
h a s t  Thou forsaken  Me? Why a r t  Thou s o  Ear from 
he lp ing  Me, and from t h e  words of My roa r ing?  
0 My God, I c ry  i n  t h e  daytime, bu t  Thou h e a r e s t  
n o t ;  and i n  t h e  n i g h t  season,  and am n o t  s i l e n t . "  
Psalm 22:l-2, 

So t h e r e  are a  v a s t  number of p r aye r s  t h a t  
seem t o  go unanswered. But t h i s  number i s  g r e a t l y  
diminished when t h e  b e l i e v e r  remembers t h a t  p r aye r  
is  condi t ioned  by the  w i l l  of God and t hen  submits  
t o  t h a t  w i l l  and p rays  "Thy w i l l  be  done." 

But  here a r e  a l s o  p r a y e r s  t h a t  t r u l y  a r e  n o t  
heard  o r  answered because of w i l f u l  s i n .  Scr ip -  
t u r e  speaks c l e a r l y  on t h i s  mat te r :  

"'Behold, t h e  Lo rd ' s  hand i s  n o t  shor tened  
t h a t  i t  cannot save,  n e i t h e r  H i s  e a r  heavy t h a t  
i t  cannot  h e a r ;  bu t  your i n i q u i t i e s  have s epa ra t ed  
between you and your God, and your s i n s  have h i d  
H i s  f a c e  from you, t h a t  He w i l l  n o t  hear . "  
I s a i a h  59: 1-2. 

'%e t h a t  tu-rneth away h i s  e a r  from hea r ing  
t h e  Law, even h i s  p r a y e r s  s h a l l  be  an  abomination." 
Proverbs  29: 8, 

"If I r ega rd  i n i q u i t y  i n  my h e a r t ,  t h e  Lord 

w i l l  n o t  hea r  me." Psalm 66:18. 

'"ecause 1 have c a l l e d ,  and ye  r e fu sed ;  I have 
s t r e t c h e d  o u t  my hand, and no man regarded;  b u t  ye  

have s e t  a t  nought a l l  my counse l ,  and would none 
of my reproof :  I a l s o  w i l l  l augh  a t  your ca lami ty  
... Then s h a l l  they c a l l  upon m e ,  b u t  I will no t  
answer." Proverbs  1 ~ 2 4 - 2 6 ,  28. 

"Whoso s toppe th  h i s  e a r s  a t  t h e  c r y  of t h e  
poor,  he  a l s o  s h a l l  c r y  h imse l f ,  b u t  s h a l l  no t  be 
heard ,"  Proverbs  21:13, 

"Ye a sk ,  and r e c e i v e  n o t ,  because y e  a s k  
amiss ,  t h a t  ye may consume i t  upon your  1-usts ."  
James 4:3, 

These and o t h e r  passages  of S c r i p t u r e ,  t h e  
unanswered p r a y e r s  o f  o b s t i n a t e  Israel, of a s tub-  
born Saul  (I Samuel 28:6) warn u s  not  o n l y  t h a t  
p rayer  may n o t  be heard ,  b u t  t h a t  sin needs t o  be 
repented of be fo re  i t  f i n a l l y  separates the  s i n n e r  
from God fo r eve r .  Our s i n  i s  a t  t h e  r o o t  of a l l  
of our  problems. Our s i n  must  come t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  
It must come t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  i n  t h e  presence  of a  
f o r g i v i n g  God, who f o r  J e s u s '  sake i s  able t o  say: 

I! Come now and l e t  u s  reason  t oge the r .  Though your 
s i n s  be a s  s c a r l e t ,  they s h a l l  be a s  w h i t e  a s  
snow; though they  be red  l i k e  crimson, they s h a l l  
be a s  wool." I s a i a h  l : l 8 .  David s a i d ,  "I w i l l  
confess  my t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  un to  t h e  Lord; and Thou 
fo rgaves t  t h e  i n i q u i t y  of my s i n . "  Psalm 3 2 ~ 5 .  
The r e s u l t  was t h e  peace of God which pas se s  a l l  
unders tanding.  

By p raye r  we a r e  kep t  from tempta t ion .  "Watch 
and pray,  t h a t  ye e n t e r  no t  i n t o  temptat ion."  
Matthew 26:41. 

By p raye r  we are kep t  from worry. " ~ e  c a r e f u l  
f o r  no th ing ;  b u t  i n  eve ry th ing  by prayer  and sup- 
p l i c a t i o n  wi th  thanksg iv ing  l e t  your requests  be 
made known unto  God." P h i l i p p i a n s  4 : 6 .  
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By p raye r  we can exper ience  j o y f u l  l i v i n g .  
"Ask, and ye s h a l l  r e c e i v e ,  t h a t  your joy may be 
f u l l . ' ~ o h n  3.6: 2 4 ,  

The C h r i s t i a n  who p rays  f a c e s  l i f e ' s  t a s k s  
and o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i t s  o rd ina ry  exper iences  and 
i t s  c r i s e s  calmly, f ree from t h e  f r i c t i o n s  and 
f r u s t r a t i o n s  t h a t  can sap  our  s o u l s ,  He draws 
from above a  power t h a t  is adequate  f o r  every  need. 
I n  response t o  s p e c i f i c  p r a y e r s  he  t i m e  and aga in  
r e c e i v e s  h e l p  t h a t  i s  den ied  t h e  p x a y e ~ l e s s  man. 

Our Savior ,  tJlzc? also was  t r u e  man, burdened 
wi th  a  schedule  t h a t  d e f i e d  human s t r e n g t h ,  took 
t ime t o  r e t i r e  i n t o  s o l i t u d e  f o r  p r aye r ,  Luther  
s a i d  t h a t  a t  t i m e s  he was ss busy t h a t  he  r equ i r ed  
t h r e e  hours  of p r aye r  a day! Walther was a man of 
p r aye r .  H i s  calm s t r e n g t h  and h i s t o r i c  achieve-  
ments i n  t h e  kingdom of @od were p o s s i b l e  on ly  t o  
a  man of p r aye r ,  

We need n o t  be labor  t h e  fac t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
many b l e s sed  e f f e c t s  of p r aye r .  What we might 
remember i s  t h a t  t h e r e  are  a l s o  many h indrances ,  
n o t  l e a s t  of which i s  our  own p r i d e f u l  n a t u r e  and 
t h e  a t t i t u d e  of many "What good does i t  do t o  
pray?" But h indrance  can a l s o  come from those  
who b e l i e v e  i t  does a  l o t  of good t o  pray and i t  
doesn ' t  ma t t e r  who t h e  prayer  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  o r  
what t h e  p r aye r  s a y s B  

I n  t h e  May 1984 i s s u e  of American Hea l th ,  
t h e r e  i s  an a r t i c l e ,  "The F a i t h  Fac tor , "  by a  
D r .  Herber t  Benson, a  c a r d i o l o g i s t  a t  Bos ton ' s  
Beth I s r a e l  H o s p i t a l ,  En t h i s  a r t i c l e  D r .  Benson 
previews h i s  l a t e s t  book, Beyond t h e  Relaxa t ion  
Response, which exp lo re s  t h e  power of f a i t h ,  medi- 
t a t i o n  and p raye r  i n  h e a l i n g .  Research shows i t  
can lower blood p r e s s u r e  and even dec rea se  choles-  
t e r o l .  The p roces s  seems q u i t e  simple.  J u s t  p i ck  

a  word o r  phrase  s h o r t  enough t o  say  s i l e n t l y  a s  
you exha le  normally,  s i x  o r  seven words, Th i s  
i s  l i k e  a  "mantra." He sugges t s  C a t h o l i c s  could 
t a k e  something from t h e  ~ o r d ' s  P raye r ,  Hail Mary, 
o r  Prayer  f o r  t h e  Pope. P r o t e s t a n t s  could p i ck  a  
l i n e  from a  Psalm, words of J e s u s ,  e t c .  Jews, 
"~ha lom.  " Muslims, " ~ l l a h .  " Hindus o r  Buddhis ts ,  
something from t h e  Hindu s c r i p t u r e s  o r  Hahatma 
Ghandi. But t hen  he  a l s o  says ,  " ~ f  you don ' t  
a f f i r m  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  t h e  f a i t h  
f a c t o r  can s t i l l  be a  h e a l i n g  p a r t  of your l i f e .  
Research h a s  shown t h a t  any n e u t r a l  sound o r  word 
can e l i c i t  t h e  r e l a x a t i o n  response.  So even i f  
you deny t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  o r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  convic- 
t i o n s  a r e  v a l i d  a t  all--you can g e t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
b e n e f i t s  from t h e  f a i t h  f a c t o r .  Simply p i ck  a  
word l i k e  "one." S t rong ly  a f f i r m i n g  t h e  power of 
t h e  response i t s e l f  may be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  t r i g g e r  
t h e  f a i t h  f a c t o r  ... There seems t o  be a s i m i l a r  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  enhancing h e a l t h ,  even though t h e  
con t en t  of t h e  focus  words o r  p r a y e r s  i s  d i f f e r e n t . "  

D r .  Benson concludes  h i s  a r t i c l e  by saying:  
"Frequent ly  my p a t i e n t s  say  'Thank you, doc to r ,  f o r  
t e l l i n g  me t o  p ray  aga in .  I wanted t o  bu t  f e l t  
funny about i t  a ''' 

A l l  of t h i s  seems t o  be say ing  t h a t  p r aye r  h a s  
a  psycholog ica l  e f f e c t .  I t  q u i e t s  the  mind. I t 's  
a  good r e l a x e r ,  and if we can g e t  t h e  mind and 
s p i r i t  of man r e l axed  and s t a b l e  t h e r e  w i l l  be 
b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t s  on t h e  body. But, a  mantra?  
Maybe a  h o t  shower, a  game of g o l f ,  o r  a good 
n i g h t ' s  s l e e p  would do j u s t  a s  much a s  exha l ing  
r e p e t i t i v e  sounds. W e  know t h a t  no "mantra9' can 
o r  s h a l l  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  of our  a lmighty,  g r a c i o u s  
God who g l a d l y  h e a r s  and answers t h e  p r a y e r s  of 
H i s  people .  

"Now un to  him t h a t  i s  a b l e  t o  do exceeding 
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abundant ly  above a l l  t h a t  we a sk  o r  t h ink ,  accord- 
i ng  t o  t h e  power t h a t  worketh i n  u s ,  un to  him be 
g l o r y  i n  the church by C h r i s t  J e s u s  throughout  
a l l  ages, wor ld  w i t h o u t  end, Amen." Ephesians  "THE EXILE OF APOLOGETICS I N  L U T M E ~ M  THEOLOGY" 
3 : 2 0 .  

Thi s  t o p i c ,  "The Role of Apologe t ics  in Lutheran 
Theology,"is a w r y  broad one, and one which. -- The  evere end Richard Newgard may be approached through s e v e r a l  avenues, I do 

p a s t o r  of M t .  O l ive  Lutheran no t  i n t end  t h i s  paper  t o  be a h i s t o r i c a l  review of 
Church, Mankato, Minnesota. t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s c i p l i n e  of theology,  nor of the 

v a r i o u s  apo log i e s  advanced i n  t h e  p a s t  o r  i n  our  
own day, FV~r the rmore ,  I do n o t  i n t end  t o  e v a l u a ~ e  

* k * k d c * * *  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o r  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of any apd-ogy,  nor  
t o  deba te  whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  is  a role  f o r  apol-  
o g e t i c s  t o  p l ay  i n  Lutheran theology.  

1 a m  a f ra id  my s tudy  of t h e  r o l e  of a p o l o g e t i c s  i n  
Lutheran theology h a s  r a i s e d  more ques t i ons  f o r  me 

Why and How-a2 

But elsewhere 1 have o f t e n  taken  up and d i s cus sed  
the  component p a r t s  and t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which 
every r e a l  g r aye r  h a s  t o  possess ;  t h e r e f o r e  I 
s h a l l  on ly  s u m a r i z e  them b r i e f l y  he re .  They 
are a s  fa l lows:  f i r s t ,  the urg ing  of ~ o d ' s  
commandment, wino has s t r i c t l y  r equ i r ed  u s  t o  
pray ;  second, H i s  promise,  i n  which He d e c l a r e s  
t h a t  H e  will h e a r  u s ;  t h i r d ,  an examination of 
our  own need and misery,  which burden l i e s  s o  
h e a v i l y  on our  shou lde r s  t h a t  we have t o  c a r r y  
i t  t o  Gad immediately and pour i t  ou t  be fo re  
R i m ,  i n  accordance w i th  His o r d e r  and command- 
ment; f o u r t h ,  t r u e  f a i t h ,  based on t h i s  Word 
and promise of God, praying wi th  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  
and confidence t h a t  H e  w i l l  h e a r  and h e l p  us-- 
and all t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  name of C h r i s t ,  
through whom OUT p r aye r  i s  accep t ab l e  t o  t h e  
Fa the r  and f o r  whose sake  H e  g i v e s  u s  every 

than  i t  h a s  reso lved .  Th i s  paper  w i l l  l i k e l y  not  
be t h e  f i n a l  ward on t h e  t o p i c ,  because i t  seems 
t h a t  t h e  conc lus ion  reached i n  i t  i s  a r i d d l e ,  
I had in tended ,  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  of my s tudy ,  t o  
determine t h e  exac t  n a t u r e  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between human reason  and C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  I n s t e a d ,  
I have uncovered what i s  f o r  me a mystery.  B r i e f l y  
summarized, it i s  t h i s :  The s i n n e r  i s  saved 
through C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  r e s t s  on 
t h e  Gospel. promise,  no t  on human reason.  But, t h e  
even t s  of t h e  Gospel a r e  a l l  anchored i n  human 
exper ience .  These t h r e e  p o i n t s  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  t h e  
o u t l i n e  f o r  t h i s  paper ,  

Presen ted  a t  C i r c u i t s  6 & 8 P a s t o r a l  Conference 
Bethany Seminary, Mankato, Minnesota 
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For my own purposes  i n  t h i s  p a p e r ,  I w i l l  r e f e r  

The term "apologet ics"  der ives  f rom the  Greek t o  a p o l o g e t i c s  a s  t h e  u s e  o f  human reason  (no t  

word e~mai ,  meaning " t o  speak a g a i n s t  " o r  excluding of i t s  aspects, such as the n a t u r a l  

more commonly, "tlo speak i n  defense,"  and apo,L~gkaia, knowledge of God, l o g i c ,  the  phi. losophical argu- 

meaning "a speech in defense, o r  a defense." merits f o r  God9 e t c . 1  and o r  human evidence (no t  

 idde dell & S c o t t ,  GREEK-ENGLISH LEXICON) 
excluding of its aspects, such as a r cheo log i ca l  
f i n d i n g s  which demonstrate the veracity of t he  

The term i s  .ljar-jously used and def ined .  "Chris- S c r i p t u r a l  record, extra-~cr~ptural literature 

tian ~ p o l ~ g e t i c s  has for i t s  o b j e c t  the defense which refers  t o  o r  v e r i f i e s  S c r i p t u r a l  a s s e r t i o n s ,  

of Christianity. An a,pol.ogy is a par t i cu la r  t h e  evidence f o r  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  Old and 

defense of the C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  New Testament Canon, e t c , )  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  procla-  
mation of t h e  Gospe l ,  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  a d e f i n i t e  at tack." (Lindberg,  

MQI,OGETICS, 17) Apologe t ics  i s  " t h a t  branch of 
theology concerned w i t h  t h e  decense of t he  Chris- THE GOSPEL PROMISE 

tian trutheee" (iqontgomery, "Lutheranism and the  I n  i t s  most simple sense, the Gospel is the 
'fjefense of the Christian F ~ i t h  2, 1970 Reformation news about Jesus ,"  ( A c t s  8 :  35) The evalzgfian 
Lectures .  Bethany College) "Chr is t ian  a p o l o g e t i c s  which P h i l i p  shared with  the eunich w a s  undoubt- 
is concerned w i i h  a defense o f  t he  t r u t h f u l n e s s  of ed ly  t h e  message t h a t  J e s u s  of Nazareth was in 
the Christ ian r e l ig ion . "  (Pinnock, SET FORTH f a c t  t h e  "sheep l e d  t o  t h e  s laughterg9 i n  t h e  place 
YOUR CASE, 3)  he word, t hus  used,  g e n e r a l l y  has of w o r l d f u l o f  s inne r s ,  P h i l i p  and t h e  eunuch 
a defensive cannotation, included.  T h i s  i s  t h e  Good News, the best news 

Some, however, seem to u s e  t h e  term w i t h  a more 
p o s i t i v e  connotation. Apologe t ics  i s  " the  rea- 
soned c o m e n d a t i ~ n  af Chr i s t i an iCy  t o  Persons It is very important  f o r  u s  t o  recognize t h a t  t he  
in te res ted ,  but not y e t  c o n ~ ~ i n c e d * "  (Dodd, THE i s  a promise. I t  is a great and grave  
APOSTOLIC PREACHING AND I T S  I)EVELOPMENT9 4 )  promise$ a persona l  commitment t o  man on t he  part 
t f ~ h r i ~ t i a n  apologet ics  i s  the  s c i e n t i f i c  ~ i n d i c a -  of the Only God, t h e  of all 
t i o n  of t h e  t r u t h  and absoluteness of the Chris- The Gospe l  i s  the promisf  t h a t  on t he  
t i a n  r e l i g i o n  aga ins t  unbelief ."  (LUTHERAN CYCLO- b a s i s  of the l i f e  and dea th  of Jesus the  Chr i s t ,  
PEDIA, 4 0 )  "The C h r i s t i a n  a p o l o g i s t  i s  in a ~ o s i -  God¶ according t o  H i s  grace, declares sinners inno- 
t-on j---J s h o w  any ra t iona l  man, pa r t i cu l a r l y  if he  cent* Through f a i t h  i n  H i s  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  a l l  t h e  
has a wel l - t r a ined  mind, t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  i t  would benefits of innocence before  God ( the  loving and 
appear  more reasonable t o  accept t he  claims of blessed Presence of God now, a t  dea th ,  e t e r n a l l y )  
Christianity as t r u e  than  t o  reject  them as f a l s e *  accrue  %a the  sinner, 
~ u t ,  he  must ever keep i n  mind tha"shis real bus i -  
ne s s  i s  no t  t o  demonstrate  the  t r u t h  of t h e  Chris-  "The strictly speaking, the  promise of 
t-an r e l i g i o n  t o  the unbeliever, bu t  to uncover forg iveness  of s i n s  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  because of 
t h e  i n s i n c e r i t y  of unbel ie f . "  (PIEPER, CHRISTIAN Chr i s t , "  (APOI~OGY, IV,  4 3 )  

GPaATICS, Val~~lnrbe 9, 210) 
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Although t h e r e  a r e  many important  a s p e c t s  of t h e  
Gospel which might i n v i t e  our  a t t e n t i o n ,  such a s  
the a c t i v e  and p a s s i v e  obedience of C h r i s t ,  t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h e  r i gh t eousnes s  which Cod c r e d i t s  t o  
t h e  s i n n e r ,  t h e  power, g i f t s ,  and f r u i t  which 
accompany t h e  r e c e p t i o n  of God's d e c l a r a t i o n ,  and 
more, I wish t o  concen t r a t e  on t h e  "promissory" 
a s p e c t  of t h e  Gospel. We must concern o u r s e l v e s  
wi th  r h i s  p o i n t ,  because t h i s  paper  w i l l  d e a l  w i th  
t h e  ma t t e r  of f a i t h ,  and " f a i t h g s  i s  always r e l a t e d  , 

t o  "promise," no t  p roof .  

For example, t h e  Gospel t e l l s  u s  t h a t  God l o v e s  
t h e  world.  But t o  t h e  eyes  of man, t h e  v i s i o n  
of God's l ove  i s  o f t e n  clouded by t h e  smoke of 
war. For t h e  person s u f f e r i n g  t h e  agony of a  
p a i n f u l  i l l n e s s ,  where is t h e  evidence t h a t  God 
l o v e s  t h e  world? It i s  promised. The Gospel 
t e l l s  u s  t h a t  our  s i n  i s  fo rg iven  and f o r g o t t e n  
by God. But t o  t h e  eyes  of man, t h e  confidence 
t h a t  one is  considered by God t o  be innocent  and 
welcome i n  heaven i s  o f t e n  obscured by one ' s  own 
persona l  tendency t o  con t inue  s i nn ing ,  For t h e  
s i n n e r  crushed by f a i l u r e ,  where i s  t h e  evidence 
t h a t  he  i s  s i n l e s s ?  It i s  promised, Most as ton-  
i s h i n g  i s  God's assurance  t h a t  we w i l l  one day 
r i s e  from dea th ,  Th i s  is con t r a ry  t o  a l l  t h e  ev i -  
dence man s e e s .  It i s  promised. 

The p o i n t  is s imple ,  God's Good News t o  man about  
g r ace ,  f o rg ivenes s  and new l i f e  i s  a  promise. 
"NO eye h a s  seen ,  no e a r  h a s  heard ,  no mind h a s  
conceived what God h a s  prepared f o r  t hose  who love  
him," (I Cor in th i ans  2:9) The Gospel i s  too  fan- 
t a s t i c  f o r  man's f e e b l e  imagina t ion ,  It is  beyond 
man's ken. I t  i s  God's p l a n ,  H i s  doing, and man's 
r o l e  i n  i t  i s  on ly  a s  b e n e f i c i a r y ,  E a r t h l y  ev i -  
dence,  human exper ience ,  may seem t o  c o n t r a d i c t  
t h e  Gospel promise,  and t h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  why t h e  
Gospel i s  apprehended by f a i t h .  

Jesus c a l l s  u s  t o  "bel ieve the  good news" (Mark 
1 1 5  Paul  refers t o  t h e  well-knobdx patriarch, 
Abraham, a s  one counted r i g h t e o u s  because he 
"bel ieved God" (Romans 4 ~ 3 ) .  The writer  to t h e  
Hebrews s u m a r i z e s :  " F a i t h  is be ing  s u r e  o f  what 
w e  hope f o r ,  and c e r t a i n  of what. we do n o t  see," 
(Hebrews 11: I )  

The "promissory" n a t u r e  of t h e  Gospel  d i v o r c e s  i t  
t o  a great  extent  from lrhe kind of examinstion by 
which p u r e l y  human knowledge i s  t e s i e d ,  ;lie speak 
r i g h t l y  of the s e l f - a t t e s t a t i on  of t he  S c r i p t u r e s ,  
and of t h e  personal .  assurance we have of cur o m  
Christian f a i t h ,  (11 C o r i n t h i a n s  12:5, T .John 3 ~ 1 4 )  
bu t  these are s u b j e c t i v e ,  and of v a l u e  on ly  t o  the  
person experiencing them. Xn f a c t ,  they  a re  p e r -  
s o n a l l y  v a l i d  o n l y  f o r  t h e  one who ~ ~ i r e a d y  b e l i e v e s  
t h e i r  r e a l i t y  , 

The Gospel promise  i s  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  p r o m i s e s  i n  
t hac  i t  cea se s  t o  be a promise  once i t  i s  proved. 
I n  t h i s  case, t h e  promise w i l l  be proved on t h e  
l a s t  day, 

Bu t ,  t h e  Gospel promise i s  unlike all o t h e r  promises 
i n  t h a t  i t  does more than  p o i n t  t o  a r e a l i t y  which 
must be  be l i eved  i n  o rde r  t o  be a p p r e c i a t e d ,  The 
Gospel p r o m i s e  i s  a c t u a l l y  capable of c r e a t i n g  t h e  
ve ry  f a i t h  which i s  necessary t o  the apprehension 
of what i s  promised. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  Gospel 
promise i s  both o f f e r a t i v e  ( i t  o f f e r s  sinn- OX-s t h e  
b e n e f i t s  of C h r i s t ' s  l i f e ,  dea th ,  and r e su r r ec -  
t i o n )  and o p e r a t i v e  ( i t  c r e a t e s  t h e  f a i t h  through 
which t h e  s i n n e r  pe r sona l l y  r e c e i v e s  those  bene- 
f i t s ) .  Th i s  p o i n t  l e a d s  u s  i n t o  t h e  next  s e c t i o n .  

THE GOSPEL PROMISE AND CHRISTIAN FAITH 

It  may seem a t  f i r s t  g lance  t h a t  w e  have d e l i v e r e d  
t h e  Gospel of J e s u s  C h r i s t  and t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  
which t r u s t s  i t s  promise i n t o  t h e  realm of t h e  
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imaginary.  Indeed,  some contend that f a i t h  i s  
the b e l i e f  i n  something t h a t  one knows i s  n o t  
t r u e !  Ambrose B ie r ce  de f ined  f a i t h  a s  " b e l i e f  
wi thout  evidence,  i n  what i s  t o l d  by one who 
speaks without  knowledge, of t h i n g s  wi thout  par-  
a l l e l . "  (THE DEVIL'S DICTIONARY) 

These c a r i c a t u r e s  of Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  are unworthy, 
For a l though  f a i t h ,  by i t s  very n a t u r e ,  i s  con- 
nec ted  to t h e  concept of promise,  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  
is by no means s e n s e l e s s  when we take t h e  work of 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n t o  cons ide ra t ion ,  

The Holy S p i r i t  of God c r e a t e s  Chr i s t i an  f a i t h .  

Ne i the r  you nor  1 could ever know anyth ing  
of C h r i s t ,  o r  believe i n  h i m  and take him 
a s  our Lord ,  unless these were f i r s t  of- 
f e r e d  $0 u s  and bestowed on our  h e a r t s  
through t h e  preaching of t h e  Gospel by the 
Holy S p i r i t . , . , G o d  has caused t h e  Word t o  
be publ i shed  and proclaime$, in which he  
h a s  g iven  the  Holy S p i r i t  t o  o f f e r  and 
apply t o  us  t h i s  treasure of s a l v a t i o n ,  
(LARGE CATECHISM, Second P a r t ,  38) 

P e t e r  speaks t o  us ,  d o s e  " f a i t h  and hope are i n  
God," and s ays  we "have been born aga in ,  no t  s f  
p e r i s h a b l e  seed, bu t  of imper i shab le ,  through t h e  
l i v i n g  and enduring word of God," I-Ie t hen  ex- 

p l a i n s  ttnat " t h i s  i s  t h e  word that w a s  preached 
Z ~ Q F ' ~ )  t o  yota," (I. P e t e r  l: 21 ,  23, 25) 

He connec ts  t h e  preaching of t h e  Gospel promise 
wi th  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  much a s  
Pau l  does: "Fa i t h  comes fa ram hea r ing  t h e  message, 
and t h e  message i s  heard  through t h e  word of 
C h r i s t ,  '"(Romans 10: 1 7 )  

"To o b t a i n  t h i s  ( j u s t i f y i n g )  f a i t h  Gad i n s t i t u t e d  
t h e  o f f i c e  of the m i n i s t r y ,  t h a t  i s ,  provided t h e  

through means, he  g ives  t h e  ifoly S p i r i t ,  who 
works f a i t h ,  when and where he p l e a s e s ,  i n  those  
who hea r  t h e  Gospel." (AUGSRURG CONFESSION, V ,  
1 9 2 )  

"No one cay say,  ' J e s u s  i s  L o r d , '  except by the  
Holy Spirit," (I1 Cor in th i ans  11:2) and f o r  t h i s  
reason i t  is  necessary  that t h e  Spirit bring u s  
t o  f a i t h .  Dead i n  s i n ,  s e p a r a t e  f rom God by 
na tu re ,  "The man wi thout  the  S p i r i t  does  no t  
a ccep t  the t h i n g s  t h a t  come from rhe Spi r i : :  of 
God, f o r  they a r e  foo l i shness  t o  him and h e  can- 
no t  unders tand them, because t h e y  are s p i r i t u a l l y  
d i scerned ."  (11 C o r i n t h i a n s  2 : 1 4 )  Paul admi ts ,  
f o r  a l l  of u s ,  "not t h a t  we are  competent  of our- 
s e l v e s  t o  judge any th ing  we do, b u t  o u r  competence 
comes from God." (I1 Cor in th ians  3 : s )  

A t t e s t i n g  t o  n a t u r a l  man's i n a b i l i t y  t o  come t o  
f a i t h  by h i s  own power, the  Formula contends: 

The Holy S p i r i t  i s  p re sen t  wi th  t h i s  Word 
( t h e  Gospel) and opens h e a r t s  so  t h a t ,  
l i k e  Lydia i n  Acts 1 6 : 1 4 ,  they  heed i t  
and t h u s  are converted s o l e l y  through the  
g race  and power of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  f o r  
man's convers ion is the  s p i r i t ' s  work 
a lone .  Without h i s  grace, our  'will and 
e f f o r t , '  our  p l a n t i n g ,  sowing, and water- 
ing  a r e  i n  va in  u n l e s s  ' h e '  gives t h e  
growth. C h r i s t  a l so  s t a t e s ,  'Apart  from 
me you can do no th ing . '  I n  t h e s e  f e w  
words he den i e s  a l l  power t o  f r e e  will and 
a s c r i b e s  every th ing  t o  t h e  g r ace  of God, 
s o  t h a t  no one might boas t  i n  t h e  presence  
of God (I Cor in th i ans  9: 16)  . (FORMULA OF 
CONCORD, Epitome II, 5,6)  Man should hea r  
t h i s  Word, though he  cannot  g ive  i t  c re -  
dence and accep t  i t  by h i s  own powers bu t  
s o l e l y  by t h e  g r ace  and o p e r a t i o n  of God 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  (FORMULA, Epitome 11, 19)  
c f .  AUGSBURC CONFESSION, XVIII, 2 ,3 .  
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Fa i th  is a g i f t  God bestows on the  sinner. "For 

i t  i s  by grace you have been saved, through 
faith--and t h i s  no t  from yourselves,  i t  is  the  
gift of God ." (Ephesians 2: 8 )  

The preceding sections,  although they do not  b r eak  
any new theol.ogical ground, are necessary t o  t h i s  
paper .  It is  imperative f o r  u s  t o  understand t h e  
unique nature of t h e  Gospel: t h e  p r o m i s s o r y  na ture  
of God's announcement t h a t  f o r  the  sake of Jesus 
of Nazareth, the One tiho l ived ,  taught ,  healed, 
d i ed ,  rose from death,  and ascended t o  H i s  Father  
over 1 9 0 0  years agc, the  s i n  o f  the  20th Century 
sinner i s  fo rg iven ,  

That Gospel. i s  apprehended, made  our  own p e r s o n a l  
r ea l i t y ,  through f a i t h .  If we overestimate t h e  
value and benef i t s  of a p o l o g e t i c s ,  w e  may be i n  
danger of compromising one of the three g r e a t  
"60~d.)" of our theology,  sala aide. We may m i s -  
t aken ly  elevate human reason t o  a p o s i t i o n  denied 
i t  by t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  

Reason and f a i t h  belong t o  two e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  spheres. Reason is the re fo re  
incompeCent t o  assess o r  judge God's 
r eve la t ion ,  which can on ly  be be l i eved ;  
and according t o  i t s  o m  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
reason must refrain from passing judg- 
ment i n  s p i r i t u a l  matters. Furthermore,  
t h e  reason  of t h e  na tura l  man 4s u t t e r l y  
c o r r u p t .  Corrupt  reason r ega rds  the 
t h i n g s  of God as fool ishness  (I Cor. 
2 : l 4 ) ,  and nothing of God's revela t ion 
would remain i f  reason were t o  have her  
way, @. Preus ,  THEQLOGY OF POST- 
REFOWMATION LUTHERASISM, VGI, 1, 26%) 

Apologe t ics ,  dea l ing  a s  i t  does with  matters of 
human reason,  must be conducted i n  l i g h t  sf t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  "the f a i t h  t h a t  j u s t i f i e s ,  however, is 

no rere  historical hnowledge, but t h e  f i r m  accept- 
ance of God's  o f f e r  promising forgiveness of s i n s  
and j eas t f f i ea t ione f f  (APOL0GIP9 & V 3  4 8 )  

True, man does have f r e e  will and the a b f l i t y  ts 
know and learn many th ings ,  But the  axism t h a t  
t h i s  knowledge p e r t s i n s  t o  $hj.e~gs b e l h l ; : x a ~  h i m ,  s t i l l  
holds, 

To comcl.ude t h e  f i r s t  t w o  sections, XQZ may sag 
t h a t  the Gospel,  God's promise t o  f o rg ive  sins 
f o r  the  sake of Jesus, i s  appreirlend@d by f a i t h ,  
the c r e a t i o n  of rzhs Holy S y i p i t ,  through t h e  
Means of Grace, 

THE GOSPEL PRQMPSE, CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
,AND H U I W  REASON 

Now w e  come t o  wha-~r: may be considered to be the 
mystery of apczlsget ies ,  The events of the GhtspeP, 
the l i f e ,  death,  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  of Jesus, a r e  
p a r t  s f  recorded human h i s t o r y ,  and are therefore 
open t o  reasoned invest igat ion and v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  
Speaking of the  events of t h e  Gospel, s pec i f i c a l l y  
the death and resurrection of J e sus ,  Pau l  says t o  
Fe s tu s ,  '9 a m  convinced t h a t  none of t h i s  has 
escaped his (Ring Festus') no t i ce ,  because it w a s  
no t  done i n  a corner* ' '  ( A c t s  26~26) A s  a mat te r  
of f a c t ,  the  Gospel events are anchored i n  r ea l i t y .  
They are presented in the  B i b l e  as such. Gospel 
writers refer t o  themselves as witnesses, eye- 
w i tne s se s .  ( A c t s  5 ~ 3 2 ,  I1 Peter 1.:16) They pre- 
s e n t  t h e i r  case i n  such a way as t o  challenge 
t h e  inves t iga t ion  sf t h e i r  readers, 

Yes, t h e  announcement t h a t  s i n  i s  forgiven i s  a 
promise. It i s  made one's o m  through f a i t h ,  
d e s p i t e  what evidence t o  the  contrary (humanly 
speaking) may e x i s t ,  But the  events tipon which 
the promise i s  based, the  l i v ing ,  dying, r i s i ng ,  



Fa i th  is a g i f t  God bestows on the  sinner. "For 

i t  i s  by grace you have been saved, through 
faith--and t h i s  no t  from yourselves,  i t  is  the  
gift of God ." (Ephesians 2: 8 )  

The preceding sections,  although they do not  b r eak  
any new theol.ogical ground, are necessary t o  t h i s  
paper .  It is  imperative f o r  u s  t o  understand t h e  
unique nature of t h e  Gospel: t h e  p r o m i s s o r y  na ture  
of God's announcement t h a t  f o r  the  sake of Jesus 
of Nazareth, the One tiho l ived ,  taught ,  healed, 
d i ed ,  rose from death,  and ascended t o  H i s  Father  
over 1 9 0 0  years agc, the  s i n  o f  the  20th Century 
sinner i s  fo rg iven ,  

That Gospel. i s  apprehended, made  our  own p e r s o n a l  
r ea l i t y ,  through f a i t h .  If we overestimate t h e  
value and benef i t s  of a p o l o g e t i c s ,  w e  may be i n  
danger of compromising one of the three g r e a t  
"60~d.)" of our theology,  sala aide. We may m i s -  
t aken ly  elevate human reason t o  a p o s i t i o n  denied 
i t  by t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  

Reason and f a i t h  belong t o  two e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  spheres. Reason is the re fo re  
incompeCent t o  assess o r  judge God's 
r eve la t ion ,  which can on ly  be be l i eved ;  
and according t o  i t s  o m  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
reason must refrain from passing judg- 
ment i n  s p i r i t u a l  matters. Furthermore,  
t h e  reason  of t h e  na tura l  man 4s u t t e r l y  
c o r r u p t .  Corrupt  reason r ega rds  the 
t h i n g s  of God as fool ishness  (I Cor. 
2 : l 4 ) ,  and nothing of God's revela t ion 
would remain i f  reason were t o  have her  
way, @. Preus ,  THEQLOGY OF POST- 
REFOWMATION LUTHERASISM, VGI, 1, 26%) 

Apologe t ics ,  dea l ing  a s  i t  does with  matters of 
human reason,  must be conducted i n  l i g h t  sf t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  "the f a i t h  t h a t  j u s t i f i e s ,  however, is 

no rere  historical hnowledge, but t h e  f i r m  accept- 
ance of God's  o f f e r  promising forgiveness of s i n s  
and j eas t f f i ea t ione f f  (APOL0GIP9 & V 3  4 8 )  

True, man does have f r e e  will and the a b f l i t y  ts 
know and learn many th ings ,  But the  axism t h a t  
t h i s  knowledge p e r t s i n s  t o  $hj.e~gs b e l h l ; : x a ~  h i m ,  s t i l l  
holds, 

To comcl.ude t h e  f i r s t  t w o  sections, XQZ may sag 
t h a t  the Gospel,  God's promise t o  f o rg ive  sins 
f o r  the  sake of Jesus, i s  appreirlend@d by f a i t h ,  
the c r e a t i o n  of rzhs Holy S y i p i t ,  through t h e  
Means of Grace, 

THE GOSPEL PRQMPSE, CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
,AND H U I W  REASON 

Now w e  come t o  wha-~r: may be considered to be the 
mystery of apczlsget ies ,  The events of the GhtspeP, 
the l i f e ,  death,  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  of Jesus, a r e  
p a r t  s f  recorded human h i s t o r y ,  and are therefore 
open t o  reasoned invest igat ion and v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  
Speaking of the  events of t h e  Gospel, s pec i f i c a l l y  
the death and resurrection of J e sus ,  Pau l  says t o  
Fe s tu s ,  '9 a m  convinced t h a t  none of t h i s  has 
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no t  done i n  a corner* ' '  ( A c t s  26~26) A s  a mat te r  
of f a c t ,  the  Gospel events are anchored i n  r ea l i t y .  
They are presented in the  B i b l e  as such. Gospel 
writers refer t o  themselves as witnesses, eye- 
w i tne s se s .  ( A c t s  5 ~ 3 2 ,  I1 Peter 1.:16) They pre- 
s e n t  t h e i r  case i n  such a way as t o  challenge 
t h e  inves t iga t ion  sf t h e i r  readers, 

Yes, t h e  announcement t h a t  s i n  i s  forgiven i s  a 
promise. It i s  made one's o m  through f a i t h ,  
d e s p i t e  what evidence t o  the  contrary (humanly 
speaking) may e x i s t ,  But the  events tipon which 
the promise i s  based, the  l i v ing ,  dying, r i s i ng ,  



nding of J e s u s  are n o t  of a promissory na- 
s u r e l y  no t  t o  the w r i t e r  o r  those  of t h e i r  

day, and no t  t o  u s  as we read  t h e i r  accounts  i n  
t h e  B ib l e .  

J u s t  a s  there is a danger  i n  overes t imat ing  t h e  
va lue  of a p o l o g e t i c s  (a danger which may r e s u l t  
i n  g iv ing  up t h e  n a l a  6ide) t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  
danger in underes t imat ing  t h e  va lue  of apologet-  
i c s  ( a  danger which may r e s u l t  i n  g iv ing  up t h e  
naPa ~ d p z a c c  by r ende r ing  t h e  accounts  and rec-  
o rds  f o r  which New Testament w r i t e r s  took t h e i r  
s t a n d s  a s  somewhat of secondary va lue  t o  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n )  , 

Thi s  would no t  be r i g h t ,  f o r  t h e  Word through 
which t h e  Holy S p i r i t  works t o  c r e a t e  f a i t h  must 
be t r u t h f u l  and a c c u r a t e .  

The power of t h e  IJord, a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  
stems from i t s  t r u t h f u l n e s s ,  God d e a l s  
with men i n  a way t h a t  man, a t  l e a s t  i n  
p a r t ,  can understand and can compare w i th  
h i s  d e a l i n g s  w i th  o t h e r  men and t h i n g s  
about him, God d e a l s  wi th  man i n  H i s  
Word i n  a  t r u t h f u l  and r e l i a b l e  way, even 
according t o  human s tandards . . . .  S ince  
among men an idea d e r i v e s  i t s  power i n  
p a r t  from i ts  correspondence wi th  t h e  
f a c t s  i n  t h e  case ,  so  i n  t h e  Gospel of 
C h r i s t  i t s  power i s  r e l a t e d  t o  i t s  t r u t h -  
f u l n e s s  and f a c t u a J i t y ,  To argue,  a s  some 
do, t h a t  t h e  ~ o s p e l  would have f u l l y  as 
much power i f  C h r i s t  had no t  r i s e n  from 
the dead, o r  even i f  t h e r e  had been no 
C h r i s t  a t  a l l ,  o r  t h a t  t h e  Bib le  is  so  
u n r e l i a b l e  t h a t  we can r e a l l y  know noth- 
ing  a t  a l l  a b u t  H i m ,  i s  t o  t ake  a  posi-  
t i o n  t h a t  i s  cont ra ry  both t o  t h e  way i n  
which S c r i p t u r e  p r e s e n t s  t h ings ,  and t o  

t h e  way i n  which the  human mind works, 
(J. Preus,  I T  I S  WRITTEN, 67-69) 

The f a i l u r e  of modern theology is  based in p a r t  
upon i t s  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  assumed "un- rea l i tyPs  of 
t h e  Gospel even t s  w i l l  be unmasked, shaking t h e  
foundat ion of f a i t h ,  Therefore, modernism con- 
tends  t h a t  t h e  permanent v a l i d i t y  of t h e  Gospel 
cannot be r e l a t e d  t o  the Gospel even t s ,  and 
a rgues  t h a t  t h e  Gospel cannot be i d e n t i f i e d  with 
t h e  a c t s  and f a c t s  recorded by Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, Paul ,  and Peter ,  

But t h e  p e c u l i a r ,  as tounding even t s  of t h e  l i f e  
of J e s u s  a r e  a  cons t an t  r e f e r e n t  i n  t h e  New 
Testament p r e s e n t a t i o n  s f  t h e  Gospel,  Bsdd, 
THE APOSTOLIC PREACHING AND I T S  DEVELOPMENT, 
n o t e s  t h a t  i n  f i v e  of P e t e r ' s  sermons on the 
Book of Acts  (Acts 2 ~ 1 4 - 3 9 ;  3:L3-26; 4:PQ-12; 
5 :30 -32 ;  1 0 ~ 3 6 - 4 3 1 ,  and i n  P a u l ' s  sermon t h e r e ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  i n  s e v e r a l  w r i t t e n  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  (Acts  
13:17-41, Ga la t i ans ,  1 : 3 , 4 ;  G a l a t i a n s  3:1; I COX- 
i n t h i a n s  15:1-7; Romans 8 : 1 4 ) ,  among the  v a r i o u s  
f a c t o r s  p re sen t  i n  each is the dea th  of J e s u s ,  
and a dominant f e a t u r e  i n  most i s  the  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  

What does t h i s  mean ko  u s?  That P a u l  and P e t e r  
appa ren t ly  appealed t o  the k i s t o r i e a k  f ac t s  
(which i n  t h e i r  day could be checked q u i t e  easi ly 
by t h e i r  audiences)  upon which the promissory 
n a t u r e  of t h e  Gospel i s  based, The most obvious 
ca se  might be I Cor in th i ans  15,  where Pau l  r e f e r s  
t h e  s k e p t i c  t o  t h e  "'more than f i v e  hundred of t h e  
brothers . . .most  of whom are s t i l l  l iv ing"  who 
a c t u a l l y  saw t h e  r e s u r r e c t e d  C h r i s t ,  

Does t h i s  mean t h a t  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  about C h r i s t  i s  t o  be  c r e d i t e d  
wi th  t h e  c r e a t i o n  sf C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ?  No, 
Matthew- says  of t h e  e leven  d i s c i p l e s  who saw Jesus 
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a f t e r  H i s  resurrection, t h a t  "some doubted." 
(Matthew 28:17) T h i s  f a c t  i s  ve ry  important  t o  
unders tanding apo loge t i c s ,  convers ion,  and f a i t h .  
p i e p e r  speaks of didb5 fidivincc and dididen hma~a .  
( p i e p e r ,  CI-IRISTIAn' DOGMATICS, Volume 1, 311) It 
i s  t o  recognize the  h i s t o r i c i t y  and r e a l -  
i t y  of the  ac ts  and f a c t s  of t h e  l i f e  of J e sus  
(diden huzanr*), and remain unregenera te  (without  
d,&ja divibzn) . 
That n o ~ w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  f a c t  remains t h a t  t h e  
s t o r y  of Jesus is  one which i s  based on r e a l  
e v e n t s a  and t h a t  these events  a r e  o f t e n  po in t ed  
t o  i n  t h e  preaching 0% t h e  Gospel, Beyond t h i s ,  
b.se can say  t h a t  the  r e a l i t y  of t h e  Gospel e v e n t s  
s t ands  r e g a r d l e s s  of our  f a i t h  o r  Pack of f a i t h  
i n  them, (Perhaps there i s  a s i m i l a r i t y  t o  t h e  
real presence i n  the  Sacrament of t h e  A l t a r ,  
where even t h e  unbe l i eve r  r e c e i v e s  t h e  body and 
blood sf C h r i s t * )  Doubting o r  b e l i e v i n g  t h e  
r e a l i t y  of the events of C h r i s t ' s  l i f e ,  dea th ,  
and r e s u r r e c t i o n  does not  a f f e c t  t h e i r  r e a l i t y ,  
~ u t  on ly  through f a i t h  does  the  promise whish 
God a t t a c h e s  t o  tgle Gospe3. events have meaning 
f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

S i n n e r s  a r e  declared innocent  on t h e  b a s i s  of 
~ h r i s t ' s  l i f e ,  dea th ,  and r e s u r r e c t i o n .  I f  t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  d i d  no t  present  i t  i n  t h a t  way ( i f  
f o r  example, H e  were t o  t e ach  t h a t  God d e c l a r e s  
the s inner  innocent  simply because He Is very ,  
ve ry  n ice ,  o r  t h a t  God forgives  s i n  a s  a m a t t e r  
sf  course  because he has some graradfather iy  char-  
a c t e r i s t i c s ) ,  then the  a c t s  and f a c t s  of C h r i s t  
would have l i t t l e  bearing on our  s o u l ' s  s a l v a t i o n .  

t h e  B ib l e  teaches %hat @ad i n  H i s  g r ace  f o r -  
gives m e  because J e s u s  has a c t u a l l y  l i v e d  a per- 
f e c t  L i f e  (Romans 5:19; G a l a t i a n s  4:4,5;  Matthew 
5:17),  a c t u a l l y  d i e d  i n  my p l ace ,  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  

punishment I deserve  ( Isa iah 53: 4-7; Galat ians 
3:13; Romans 5: 6-8, and a c t u a l l y  w a s  ra ised 
from t h e  dead f o r  my j u s t i f i c a t i o n  (Romans 4 : 2 5 ) .  

Because t h e s e  h i s t o r i c a l  even t s ,  p a r t s  of a rea- 
sonable ,  e x p e r i e n t i a l ,  e v i d e n t i a l  reality, have a  
bear ing  on t h e  s i n n e r ' s  salvation,  the r i d d l e  
a r i s e s .  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  t rus ts  God 's  promise. 
Promise imp l i e s  a l a c k  of human ev idence ,  else i t  
i s  no longer  promise ,  b u t  p r o o f ,  B u t  t he  promises 
of God a r e  anchored i n  h i s t o r i c a l  evidence: the  

l i f e ,  dea th ,  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  etc., of C h r i s t .  The 
Gospel promises are anchored i n  t h a t  k i n d  of re- 
a l i t y  which i s  open t o  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  open f o r  
apology, 

It i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  trustworthy evidence entirely 
o u t s i d e  inspired Scripture coilld t e s t i f y  t o  the  
occur rence  of t h e  Gospel even t s .  That evidence 
would be no l e s s  v a l i d ,  rio l e s s  t r u e ,  than what 
S c r i p t u r e  t eaches .  I f  a s ta tement  i s  t r u e ,  i t  i s  
t r u e  whether found i n  t h e  Bible o r  t h e  archeology 
textbook. O f  course  we a r e  speaking now of t h e  
c e r t a i n t y  of Gospel even t s ,  no t  of t h e  Eai th-  
producing power of t h e  message which convinces  
t h a t  t h e s e  even t s  have profound meaning f o r  t h e  
s i n n e r .  For information about C h r i s t  t o  have a 
f a i t h - c r e a t i n g  effect ,  i t  must contain t h e  " fo r  
you," " f o r  t h e  forgiveness of your sin" sense. 

Beyond t h i s ,  s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  remain. Can we 
s e p a r a t e  t h e  Gospel promise from the even t s  upon 
which i t  r e s t s ?  Does one b e l i e v e  the  Gospel prom- 
ise because one knows t h e  e v e n t s  are t r u e ?  (An 
a f f i r m a t i v e  answer may lead t o  an unheal thy p r e -  
occupa t ion  wi th  p roo f s ,  and p l a c e  t h e  n o l a  aide. 
i n  jeopardy.)  Does one accep t  t h e  record  of t h e  
even t s  a s  a c c u r a t e  because one b e l i e v e s  t h e  Gospel 
promise? (An a f f i r m a t i v e  answer may tend toward 
f ideism, and p l a c e  t h e  $ o h  6 c h i p i a u  i n  jeopardy .) 
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be i l l u s t r a t e d  by %he fo l lowing  
sns ,  F i r s t :  

t i s  despe ra t e ly  i npo r t an% no t  t o  pu t  
o u r s e l v e s  i n  such a g a s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  event- 
n a t u r e  of the T ~ S U Y X ~ C ~ ~ Q ~  depends %?It;011y 
upon. ' the  f a i t h . '  I.tis t h e  o t h e r  way around. 
The f a i t h  h a s  its s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  i n  the  
evenc, t h e  o b j e c t i v e  event,  and on ly  by t h e  
a p p r o p r i z t i o n  o f  t h i s  objective event do  we 
d i s cove r  t h e  f i n a l  v a l i d i t y  of i t ,  The 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s   he subject ive  element,  and 
t h i s  must no t  e n t e r  i n t o  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h e  event * If it does,  the Chris t ian  
f a i t h  i s  reduced t a  i r re levant  c i r c u l a r i t y , ' '  
(Montgomery, HISTORY AND @WRISTI,QJI$Y, 107) 

Second: "'If I feel  a need CQ defend whaf I 
b e l i e v e ,  then 1 $dmnat r e a l l y  believe it y e t , "  

The r i d d l e  remains,  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  i s  founded on 
God's Gospel promi-se to forgive s i n  f o r  the  sake  
of J e s u s .  This  f a i t h  i s  created by t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t ,  independent of p roo f s ,  evidence,  and human 
r ea son*  But t h e  promise i t se l f  i s  i n t i m a t e l y  con- 
nee ted ,  i n sepa rab ly  t i e d ,  t o  events which are sub- 
j e c t  t o  p roo f s ,  evidence,  and human reason, 

1s i 2  Legi t imate  f o r  u s  t o  use apo%ogetPcs i n  re- 
gard t o  t h e  Gospel? The a p p e a l  t o  p roo f s ,  ev i -  
dence, and human reason  i s  proper  if the goal  is 
t o  demonstrate  the  h i s t o r i c i t y  of t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  
Gospel,  It wouPd be  a hol low k ind  of C h r i s t i a n  
f a i t h  ( i f  i t  i s  t h a t  a t  all) which would b e l i e v e  
t h a t  s i n  i s  forg iven  d e s p i t e  t h e  so-ca l led  "inaccu- 
racy" of the New Testament record of ehe Gaspel 
even t s .  I t  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  at f h c  very  l e a s t ,  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h e  Gospel promise i s  va l id ,  whi le  ho ld ing  
t h a t  t h e  event  upon which tha; promise is based 
i s  f i c t i o n a l ,  

The a p o l o g i s t  must have a c l e a r  unders tanding QI 
t h e  audience t o  which h i s  e f f o r t s  are  directed, 
a s  weal a s  a d e f i n i t e  goa l  t..hieh h i s  apology i s  
t o  accomplish,  I f  he  i n t e n d s  t o  sver~;r8Eelm an  
unbe l i eve r  with evidence,  and thereby  convert him, 
he  h a s  i nves t ed  a p o l o g e t i c s  wi th  something i t  h a s  
n o t ,  I f ,  however, he i n t e n d s  t o  demonstrate t h a t  
t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  events on which t h e  Gospel promise  
r e s t s  a r e  c r e d i b l e ,  then  h e  i s  fo l lowing  a course 
which New Testament e v a n g e l i s t s  have c h a r t e d .  

-- The Reverend Steven P e t e r s e n  
Associate Pastor 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Madison, W i s c o n s i ~  

AN ILLUSTICATION: 

k good, a c t i v e  barber  must keep h i s  thoughts ,  
mind, and eyes  c l o s e l y  on t h e  r azo r  and t h e  h a i r  
and must n o t  f o r g e t  where he i s  w i th  h i s  s t r o k e  
and shave, But i f  he wants t o  gos s ip  f r e e l y  a t  
t h e  same time o r  l e t  h i s  thoughts  o r  eyes  go 
elsewhere,  he  may w e l l  c u t  o f f  a manPs mouth 
and nose and h i s  t h r o a t  b e s i d e s ,  Thus every 
ma t t e r ,  i f  i t  i s  t o  be done w e l l ,  calls f o r  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  whole person,  witla a l l  h i s  
s ense s  and members, a s  they  say: PZurihus 
intentus,  minor e s t  ad singula sensus (He who 
t h i n k s  about  many t h i n g s  t h i n k s  of no th ing  and 
does no th ing  t h a t  i s  good).  How much more does 
p r aye r ,  i f  i t  i s  t o  be a  good p raye r ,  r e q u i r e  a  
h e a r t  t h a t  i s  u n d i s t r a c t e d ,  e n t i r e l y  and s o l e l y  
g iven  t o  i t s  devot ion!  
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THE REQUIREMENTS WHICH TiiE PRESENT CONDITION 
OF OUR CHURCH ROBY DEMAND OF OUR CLERGY 

r i g h t l y  unders tand and p a s s  judgment on t h e  
v a r i o u s  phenomena wfiich f a c e  u s  so  t h a t  we s e e  
what t h e s e  r e q u i r e  on our  p a r t ,  T h i s ,  however, 
we w i l l  no t  be  able  t o  do u n l e s s  we have an  eye 
open t o  Godss  dea l i ng  wi th  u s .  J u s t  a s  a  c h i l d  
l e a r n s  t o  s e e  himself  and h i s  behavior  i n  t h e  
r i g h t  way only a f t e r  t h e  f a t h e r  o r  t h e  mother have 

Grace,  mercy and peace i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  our Lord! reminded and c o r r e c t e d  him, s o  a l s o  it is  wi th  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  of God, ~ h r i s t ' s  d i s c i p l e s ,  Therefore ,  

Tk is wit11  a deep -teeli.-ng of rcsponsbili tay when God p l a c e s  H i s  hand upon u s  i n  s eve re  d i s c i -  
t h a t  I now proceed t o  fill t h e  request made of m e ;  pline--as He h a s  i n  t h e  l a s t  seven years - - i t  i s  
namely, to s u g g e s t  the m a i n  subject for our  d e l i b -  important  f o r  u s  n o t  on ly  t o  f e e l  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  
e r a t i o n  an$ a l s o  a t  the same t i m e  t o  i n t roduce  i t ,  bu t  a l s o  t o  l e a r n  t o  know and unders tand  ~ o d ' s  
My proposa l  i s  t h a t  w e  seek t o  c l a r i f y  f o r  our- purpose so  t h a t  we u s e  i t  i n  a proper  way. 
s e l v e s  t h e  requirelrtent s which the  present  c o n d i t i o n  
of our  church body demand of o u r  c l e r g y ,  By t h e  prophet  Jeremiah God c o r n l a i n s :  ''1n 

v a i n  have I smi t t en \you r  c h i l d r e n ;  they  r ece ived  
It is my humble prayer  t o  God t h a t  through H i s  no c o r r e c t i o n g q  (.Jeremiah 2: 30a) , The prophet  

Holy S p i r i t  H e  will give the r i g h t  i n s i g h t  i n t o  r e p e a t s  t h e  complaint (5: 3)  : " 0  Lordy a r e  n o t  
what i s  demanded and t r u e  earnestness i n  s t r i v i n g  t h i n e  eyes  upon t h e  t r u t h ?  thou h a s t  s t r i c k e n  
t o  f u l f i l l  i t .  them, bu t  they have n o t  g r i eved ;  t h ~ u  h a s t  con- 

sumed them, bu t  they  have r e fu sed  t o  r e c e i v e  cor-  
Why have we made the  journey from our  congre- r e c t i o n :  they  have made t h e i r  f a c e s  ha rde r  t han  

g a t i o n s  and come together for a conference? We a  rock;  they  have r e fu sed  ts r e t u r n , "  I s a i a h  
have done it i n  order  t o  d e l i b e r a t e  on how w e  can complains i n  chap t e r  9,  v e r s e s  13-16; "For t h e  
s e r v e  our  congregat ions i n  the  b e s t  manner. W e  people  t u r n e t h  no t  un to  him t h a t  smi t e th  them, 
mst have t h i s  as a c h i e f  purpose i n  a11 our  d i s -  n e i t h e r  do they seek  t h e  Lord s f  h o s t s ,  There- 
eussions--even when concrrned only  about  outward f o r e  t h e  Lord w i l l  c u t  o f f  from I s r a e l  head an$ 
arrangements arid provis ions .  Otherwise w e  would t a i l ,  branch and ru sh ,  i n  one day, The a n c i e n t  
have no r i g h t  t o  be here, This must serve a s  a  and honorable ,  he  i s  t h e  head; and t h e  prophe t  
reminder and a warning i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  - w h i c h  we t h a t  t e ache th  P i e s ,  he i s  t h e  t a i l ,  For t h e  lead-  
d i s c u s s e  ers of t h i s  people  cause them t o  e r r ;  and they  

t h a t  a r e  l e d  of them a r e  de s t royede"  
I f  w e  are t o  be a b l e  t o  s e r v e  o u r  csngrega- 

t i o n s ,  we must  know them, We must s e e  t h e i r  con- A s  we now look  a t  c o n d i t i ~ n s  i n  our  dea r  Norwe- 
d i t i o n ,  s i t ua t ion .  and circumstances i n  t h e  Eigh t  g i a n  Synod, we must s u r e l y  be dismayed and a p p a l l e d ,  

f  God's Word, I f  w e  are t o  be  able $0 do t h i s  A l l  around u s  w e  s e e  deluded l e a d e r s  wi th  l a r g e  
must in. t u r n  a l s o  know the signs of t he  t imes ,  f l o c k s  fo l lowing  them, s e p a r a t i n g  themselves  from 

p i r i t u a l  atmosphere in r \~hich  our  congrega- u s ,  running h e r e  and t h e r e ,  What causes  them t o  
s and w e  ourselves Live, Only then can we do t h i s ?  What i s  i t  t h a t  mo t iva t e s  them? For  

- i ta j  - 
- 47 - 
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arrangements arid provis ions .  Otherwise w e  would t a i l ,  branch and ru sh ,  i n  one day, The a n c i e n t  
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t i o n s ,  we must  know them, We must s e e  t h e i r  con- A s  we now look  a t  c o n d i t i ~ n s  i n  our  dea r  Norwe- 
d i t i o n ,  s i t ua t ion .  and circumstances i n  t h e  Eigh t  g i a n  Synod, we must s u r e l y  be dismayed and a p p a l l e d ,  

f  God's Word, I f  w e  are t o  be  able $0 do t h i s  A l l  around u s  w e  s e e  deluded l e a d e r s  wi th  l a r g e  
must in. t u r n  a l s o  know the signs of t he  t imes ,  f l o c k s  fo l lowing  them, s e p a r a t i n g  themselves  from 

p i r i t u a l  atmosphere in r \~hich  our  congrega- u s ,  running h e r e  and t h e r e ,  What causes  them t o  
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- i ta j  - 
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s@me it i s  undoubtedly a. passS.an f o r  honor, and 
t h e  xesu4 tant envy which has been t h e  hidden 
mainspr ing.  140wever, I a m  of t h e  op in ion  that 
wi th  the greatest number of them it  i s  ignorance 
together w i t h  p a r t i s a n s h i p  which develops so 
ea s i l y  dur ing  controversy, Thi s  p a n i s a n s h i p  is  
nourished by f r i v o l o u s  and xintrut;blfuS. a c c u s a t i o n s  
which are t h r o t r g h t l e s ~  be l i eved  by t h e  people  
i n  many congregations. And yet--great  as is  t h i s  
s i n  of partisanship and d i v i s i v e n e s s  and g r e a t  a s  
i s  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  which many- t h o u g h t l e s s l y  
have brought upor, themselves-- i t  i s  n o t  t h i s  which 
must r-atlse u s  the greater p a i n ,  The h e a v i e s t  bus- 
den s f  a l l  i s  this: i t  i s  God's  s u p e r l a t i v e  g i f t  
of g r ace  t o  u s ,  which i s  d e s p i s e d ,  a t t a c k e d  and 
scoffed a t  by the many who p r e s e n t l y  do n u t  know 
what they  a r e  do ing ,  A f t e r  all t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
they  do not. s ~ e  t h ~ t  5~hjc.h they ought to see :  
chat they are  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  b a s i c  t r u t h  of man's 
absolute i n a b i l i t y  t o  convert  o r  save h imse l f ,  
They are attacking the t r u t h  of ~ o d ' s  abounding 
grace and the  confession which is based upon i t ;  
s f  God's  mercy and the  m e r i t  of C h r i s t  a s  t h e  s o l e  
cause of o u r  conversion and s a l v a t i o n ;  and of t h e  
fac t  t h a t  there i s  no t  cause i n  u s  accord ing  t o  
which God should a e c s ~ m o d a t e  PXimsePf, Hence, our  
s a l v a t i o n  i r ~  truth depends on God a l cne .  

And s t i l l ,  dear b r e t h r e n ,  a s  c e r t a i n  a s  i t  i s  
t h a t  b l i n d  guides have brought  t h i s  misery upon s o  
many i n  our dear c o ~ ~ g r e g a t i o ~ ~ s ,  justas c e r t a i n  i t  
is t h a t  there  i s  ano the r  One who hsPds them and u s  
i n  His hand, Ke who r u l e s  i n  the  m i d s t  of H i s  
enemies, He wi thout  wl~cse w i l l  no mis for tune  
comes upon a c i t y  is ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  the  One t o  whom 
w e  must go when we want to know why He h a s  per-  
m i t t e d  a l l  t h i s  misery and a f f l i c t i o n  to come 
-rlpon u s *  

It w i l l  not  b e n e f i t  u s  much j u s t  ts mourn and 

complain, Even l e s s  good w i l l  comes from heaping 
blame upon those  whose s i n f u l  canduct  r i g h t f u l l y  
deserves  rebuke and c o r r e c t i o n ,  Ve ~ w s t  Ioak 
deeper ;  w e  must u se  t h e  l i g h t  of God's Word i f  w e  
a r e  t o  f i n d  t h e  t r u e  b a s i s  Ear  d i s c i p % i n e ,  My 
persuas ion  i s  t h a t  w e  m i l s t  confess :  "Lord ,  our  
God, on account s f  our  s i n s  You have p e r m i t t e d  
t h i s  t o  come upon us.  W e  have deserved Your wrath 
inasmuch a s  we have no t  served Yo11 as we o u g h t ,  
We have n o t  used Y s u r  grace a r i g h t  arid we have no 
excuse t o  o f f e r , "  

Let  u s  s e e  t o  i t  c a r e f u l l y ,  my breehxen, t h a t  
we do n o t  make such a con fe s s ion  with t h e  mouth 
a lone  o r  because w e  know i n  gene ra l  t h a t  ax4 ~f 
u s  a r e  sinnneri;, wherefore such words  are always 
j u s t i f i e d ,  No, that kind of humi l i t y  will n o t  
h e l p  u s  i n  t h i s  matter, We have before u s  a spe- 
c i a l  rebuke and chas t i sement  of God and so w e  need 
t o  confess  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s i n s  by w'I-~ich we and our  
Synod have deserved i t  and brought  i t  upon our- 
s e l v e s ,  

We know t h a t  God h a s  n o t  fo rsaken  u s  s i n c e  He 
h a s  p reserved  f o r  u s  H i s  Word pure  and unadul te r -  
a t e d ,  I n  s p i t e  of a E Z  t h e  a t tacks  made upon i t ,  
w e  have kep t  i t  u n t i l  t h i s  t ime,  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  
be a s c r i b e d  t o  our  wisdom o r  f a i t h f u l n e s s ;  b u t  t o  
God's long-suf fe r ing ,  Haw long  w i l l  t h a t  l a s t ?  

To t h e  ange l  of t h e  congrega t ion  i n  Ephesus t h e  
S p i r i t  says:  ''1 know thy  works, and tlay l abou r ,  
and t hy  p a t i e n c e ,  and how thou c a n s t  n o r  bea r  them 
which are ev i l ;  and thou h a s t  t r i e d  them which say 
they  a r e  a p o s t l e s ,  and a r e  n a t ,  and k a s t  found %hem 
l i a r s :  And h a s t  borne,  and h a s t  pa t i ence ,  and f o r  
t hy  name's sake has% laboured ,  and h a s t  n o t  f a i n t e d "  
(Reve la t ion  2:2-31, Shouldn ' t  we conclude t h a t  t h e  
congrega t ion  of which t h i s  could be s a i d  would be 
i n  s o  g l o r i o u s  a  cond i t i on  t h a t  t h e r e  would be 
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wi th  the greatest number of them it  i s  ignorance 
together w i t h  p a r t i s a n s h i p  which develops so 
ea s i l y  dur ing  controversy, Thi s  p a n i s a n s h i p  is  
nourished by f r i v o l o u s  and xintrut;blfuS. a c c u s a t i o n s  
which are t h r o t r g h t l e s ~  be l i eved  by t h e  people  
i n  many congregations. And yet--great  as is  t h i s  
s i n  of partisanship and d i v i s i v e n e s s  and g r e a t  a s  
i s  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  which many- t h o u g h t l e s s l y  
have brought upor, themselves-- i t  i s  n o t  t h i s  which 
must r-atlse u s  the greater p a i n ,  The h e a v i e s t  bus- 
den s f  a l l  i s  this: i t  i s  God's  s u p e r l a t i v e  g i f t  
of g r ace  t o  u s ,  which i s  d e s p i s e d ,  a t t a c k e d  and 
scoffed a t  by the many who p r e s e n t l y  do n u t  know 
what they  a r e  do ing ,  A f t e r  all t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
they  do not. s ~ e  t h ~ t  5~hjc.h they ought to see :  
chat they are  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  b a s i c  t r u t h  of man's 
absolute i n a b i l i t y  t o  convert  o r  save h imse l f ,  
They are attacking the t r u t h  of ~ o d ' s  abounding 
grace and the  confession which is based upon i t ;  
s f  God's  mercy and the  m e r i t  of C h r i s t  a s  t h e  s o l e  
cause of o u r  conversion and s a l v a t i o n ;  and of t h e  
fac t  t h a t  there i s  no t  cause i n  u s  accord ing  t o  
which God should a e c s ~ m o d a t e  PXimsePf, Hence, our  
s a l v a t i o n  i r ~  truth depends on God a l cne .  

And s t i l l ,  dear b r e t h r e n ,  a s  c e r t a i n  a s  i t  i s  
t h a t  b l i n d  guides have brought  t h i s  misery upon s o  
many i n  our dear c o ~ ~ g r e g a t i o ~ ~ s ,  justas c e r t a i n  i t  
is t h a t  there  i s  ano the r  One who hsPds them and u s  
i n  His hand, Ke who r u l e s  i n  the  m i d s t  of H i s  
enemies, He wi thout  wl~cse w i l l  no mis for tune  
comes upon a c i t y  is ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  the  One t o  whom 
w e  must go when we want to know why He h a s  per-  
m i t t e d  a l l  t h i s  misery and a f f l i c t i o n  to come 
-rlpon u s *  

It w i l l  not  b e n e f i t  u s  much j u s t  ts mourn and 

complain, Even l e s s  good w i l l  comes from heaping 
blame upon those  whose s i n f u l  canduct  r i g h t f u l l y  
deserves  rebuke and c o r r e c t i o n ,  Ve ~ w s t  Ioak 
deeper ;  w e  must u se  t h e  l i g h t  of God's Word i f  w e  
a r e  t o  f i n d  t h e  t r u e  b a s i s  Ear  d i s c i p % i n e ,  My 
persuas ion  i s  t h a t  w e  m i l s t  confess :  "Lord ,  our  
God, on account s f  our  s i n s  You have p e r m i t t e d  
t h i s  t o  come upon us.  W e  have deserved Your wrath 
inasmuch a s  we have no t  served Yo11 as we o u g h t ,  
We have n o t  used Y s u r  grace a r i g h t  arid we have no 
excuse t o  o f f e r , "  

Let  u s  s e e  t o  i t  c a r e f u l l y ,  my breehxen, t h a t  
we do n o t  make such a con fe s s ion  with t h e  mouth 
a lone  o r  because w e  know i n  gene ra l  t h a t  ax4 ~f 
u s  a r e  sinnneri;, wherefore such words  are always 
j u s t i f i e d ,  No, that kind of humi l i t y  will n o t  
h e l p  u s  i n  t h i s  matter, We have before u s  a spe- 
c i a l  rebuke and chas t i sement  of God and so w e  need 
t o  confess  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s i n s  by w'I-~ich we and our  
Synod have deserved i t  and brought  i t  upon our- 
s e l v e s ,  

We know t h a t  God h a s  n o t  fo rsaken  u s  s i n c e  He 
h a s  p reserved  f o r  u s  H i s  Word pure  and unadul te r -  
a t e d ,  I n  s p i t e  of a E Z  t h e  a t tacks  made upon i t ,  
w e  have kep t  i t  u n t i l  t h i s  t ime,  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  
be a s c r i b e d  t o  our  wisdom o r  f a i t h f u l n e s s ;  b u t  t o  
God's long-suf fe r ing ,  Haw long  w i l l  t h a t  l a s t ?  
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which are ev i l ;  and thou h a s t  t r i e d  them which say 
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occas ion  f o r  r e j o i c i n g  and thanksgiving r a t h e r  
t han  f o r  s ackc lo th  and ashes?  

What is t h e  sound of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s p i r i t ' s  
address  t o  t h e  congregat ion? It cont inues  t h i s  
way: "Remember t h e r e f o r e  from whence thou a r t  
f a l l e n ,  and r epen t ,  and do t h e  f i r s t  works; o r  
e l s e  I w i l l  come unto  t hee  qu ick ly ,  and w i l l  r e -  
move thy  c a n d l e s t i c k  ou t  of h i s  p l ace ,  except  
thou repent"  (Revelat ion 2: 5) , 

I n  my op in ion ,  there  i s  i n  t h e s e  words a  des- 
c r i p t i o n  of t h e  g r e a t e r  number of people  i n  our  
congregat ions.  Thanks be t o  God t h a t  I have 
c e r t a i n  hope t h a t  t h e s e  words do not  f i t  a l l  our  
congregat ions i n  every r e s p e c t .  I know t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  a  great d i f f e r e n c e  bo th  as ts s e p a r a t e  
congregat ions as w e l l  as t o  the  i n d i v i d u a l  s o u l s  
i n  them, For us ,  however, i t  i s  most important  
t o  s t r i v e  f o r  a  t r u e  and c l e a r  impression of t h e  
cond i t i on  which i s  most gene ra l ,  and t h e r e f o r e  I 

But though there be a  g r e a t  d e a l  which would paused wi th  Sa rd i s .  There i s  small  comfort i n  

seem t o  g ive  u s  the  right i n  humi l i t y  t o  apply t h e  thought t h a t  i t  is  probably no b e t t e r  i n  o t h e r  

t o  ou r se lves  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h a t  which w a s  Norwegian Lutheran synods. ~ a v e n ' t  w e  always 

addressed t o  the people  i n  Ephesus, y e t  t h e r e  is  r e j o i c e d  i n  having moxe advantage i n  r e s p e c t  t o  

more reason  t o  apply  he rebuke and t h r e a t  t o  our- them? Purer  Wsrd? Greater g i f t s  sf grace?  

s e l v e s ,  because they  f i t  us ,  I have reminded you Should it no t  then  be expected of u s  t h a t  we would 

of t h i s  i n  ~ r d e r  t h a t  we may no t  f o r g e t  t h e  abun- be r i c h e r  i n  f r u i t s  t o  t h e  g lo ry  of God? O r  a r e  

dant  g race  we s t i l l  possess  nor t h e  g r e a t  respon- you of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  former d e s c r i p t i o n  

s i b i l i t y  and danger which t h r e a t e n  u s ,  does no t  f i t ,  t h a t  i t  is  too  gloomy? Isn" i t  
s t i l l  very comon t o  t a k e  our  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  a  

A s  I searched f o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  which would 
p i c t u r e  the  s i t u a t i o n  most esmmonly e x i s t i n g  
among us ,  i t  w a s  w i t h  dis tress  t h a t  1 paused a t  
t h e  words of the  S p i r i t  t o  t h e  angel  of t h e  con- 
g rega t ion  a t  Sard is :  "And unto  t h e  angel  of t h e  
church i n  S a r d i s  w r i t e ;  These t h i n g s  s a i t h  h e  
t h a t  ha th  t h e  seven S p i r i t s  sf God, and t h e  seven 
s t a r s ;  I know thy  works, t h a t  thou has t  a name 
t h a t  thou l i v e s t ,  and a r t  dead,  B e  watchful ,  and 
s t r eng then  t h e  t h i n g s  which remain, t h a t  a r e  ready 
t o  d i e :  f o r  I have not  found thy works p e r f e c t  be- 
f o r e  God, Remember t h e r e f o r e  how thou h a s t  re- 
ceived and heard ,  and hold  f a s t ,  and r e p e n t *  T E  
t h e r e f o r e  thou s h a l t  no t  watch, I w i l l  come on thee  
as a  t h i e f ,  and thou s h a l t  no t  know what hour I 
w i l l  come on t h e e ,  Thou h a s t  a few names even i n  
S a r d i s  which have no t  d e f i l e d  t h e i r  garments;  and 
they s h a l l  walk wi th  me i n  white:  f o r  they are 
worthyt1 (Revelat ion 3 : 1-4) . 

mat t e r  s f  h a b i t  o r  custom? O r  i s  it  not  a f a c t ,  
which we c e r t a i n l y  must  admit ,  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  i n  
a  bad way, y e t  we as p a s t o r s  'nave the comfort t h a t  
w e  a r e  without  blame? Can we say cha t  w e  have 
done a%% we could do, t ha t  w e  have been as zea lous  
f o r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of s o u l s  and have been as  f e r v e n t  
and cons t an t  i n  prayer  t o  t h e  Lord as w e  should 
have been? Can we say t h a t  we have been a s  f i l l e d  
wi th  understanding s f  t he  importance of our  c a l l -  
i ng  and work as w e  should have been and so  have 
spoken, preached and admonished as we ought t o  
have done? Have we taken warning and s t rengthen-  
i ng  a s  we  ought t o  do from the thought  of our  
~ a v i o r ' s  r e t u r n  and s f  our  appearance be fo re  Him? 
Can w e  r e a l l y  wash our  hands as if we are wi thout  
blame? No, dear  b re th ren ,  we cannot j u s t i f y  our- 
s e l v e s ,  nor  s h a l l  we seek t o  do so ,  f o r  i t  w i l l  
n o t  s e rve  any good purpose,  T h i s  i s  no t  t h e  way 
t o  o b t a i n  h e l p  from God toward a b e t t e r  s t a t e  o r  
s i t u a t i o n ,  Nor s h a l l  w e  d i spose  of such s e r i o u s  



occas ion  f o r  r e j o i c i n g  and thanksgiving r a t h e r  
t han  f o r  s ackc lo th  and ashes?  

What is t h e  sound of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s p i r i t ' s  
address  t o  t h e  congregat ion? It cont inues  t h i s  
way: "Remember t h e r e f o r e  from whence thou a r t  
f a l l e n ,  and r epen t ,  and do t h e  f i r s t  works; o r  
e l s e  I w i l l  come unto  t hee  qu ick ly ,  and w i l l  r e -  
move thy  c a n d l e s t i c k  ou t  of h i s  p l ace ,  except  
thou repent"  (Revelat ion 2: 5) , 

I n  my op in ion ,  there  i s  i n  t h e s e  words a  des- 
c r i p t i o n  of t h e  g r e a t e r  number of people  i n  our  
congregat ions.  Thanks be t o  God t h a t  I have 
c e r t a i n  hope t h a t  t h e s e  words do not  f i t  a l l  our  
congregat ions i n  every r e s p e c t .  I know t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  a  great d i f f e r e n c e  bo th  as ts s e p a r a t e  
congregat ions as w e l l  as t o  the  i n d i v i d u a l  s o u l s  
i n  them, For us ,  however, i t  i s  most important  
t o  s t r i v e  f o r  a  t r u e  and c l e a r  impression of t h e  
cond i t i on  which i s  most gene ra l ,  and t h e r e f o r e  I 

But though there be a  g r e a t  d e a l  which would paused wi th  Sa rd i s .  There i s  small  comfort i n  

seem t o  g ive  u s  the  right i n  humi l i t y  t o  apply t h e  thought t h a t  i t  is  probably no b e t t e r  i n  o t h e r  

t o  ou r se lves  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h a t  which w a s  Norwegian Lutheran synods. ~ a v e n ' t  w e  always 

addressed t o  the people  i n  Ephesus, y e t  t h e r e  is  r e j o i c e d  i n  having moxe advantage i n  r e s p e c t  t o  

more reason  t o  apply  he rebuke and t h r e a t  t o  our- them? Purer  Wsrd? Greater g i f t s  sf grace?  

s e l v e s ,  because they  f i t  us ,  I have reminded you Should it no t  then  be expected of u s  t h a t  we would 

of t h i s  i n  ~ r d e r  t h a t  we may no t  f o r g e t  t h e  abun- be r i c h e r  i n  f r u i t s  t o  t h e  g lo ry  of God? O r  a r e  

dant  g race  we s t i l l  possess  nor t h e  g r e a t  respon- you of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  former d e s c r i p t i o n  

s i b i l i t y  and danger which t h r e a t e n  u s ,  does no t  f i t ,  t h a t  i t  is  too  gloomy? Isn" i t  
s t i l l  very comon t o  t a k e  our  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  a  

A s  I searched f o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  which would 
p i c t u r e  the  s i t u a t i o n  most esmmonly e x i s t i n g  
among us ,  i t  w a s  w i t h  dis tress  t h a t  1 paused a t  
t h e  words of the  S p i r i t  t o  t h e  angel  of t h e  con- 
g rega t ion  a t  Sard is :  "And unto  t h e  angel  of t h e  
church i n  S a r d i s  w r i t e ;  These t h i n g s  s a i t h  h e  
t h a t  ha th  t h e  seven S p i r i t s  sf God, and t h e  seven 
s t a r s ;  I know thy  works, t h a t  thou has t  a name 
t h a t  thou l i v e s t ,  and a r t  dead,  B e  watchful ,  and 
s t r eng then  t h e  t h i n g s  which remain, t h a t  a r e  ready 
t o  d i e :  f o r  I have not  found thy works p e r f e c t  be- 
f o r e  God, Remember t h e r e f o r e  how thou h a s t  re- 
ceived and heard ,  and hold  f a s t ,  and r e p e n t *  T E  
t h e r e f o r e  thou s h a l t  no t  watch, I w i l l  come on thee  
as a  t h i e f ,  and thou s h a l t  no t  know what hour I 
w i l l  come on t h e e ,  Thou h a s t  a few names even i n  
S a r d i s  which have no t  d e f i l e d  t h e i r  garments;  and 
they s h a l l  walk wi th  me i n  white:  f o r  they are 
worthyt1 (Revelat ion 3 : 1-4) . 

mat t e r  s f  h a b i t  o r  custom? O r  i s  it  not  a f a c t ,  
which we c e r t a i n l y  must  admit ,  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  i n  
a  bad way, y e t  we as p a s t o r s  'nave the comfort t h a t  
w e  a r e  without  blame? Can we say cha t  w e  have 
done a%% we could do, t ha t  w e  have been as zea lous  
f o r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of s o u l s  and have been as  f e r v e n t  
and cons t an t  i n  prayer  t o  t h e  Lord as w e  should 
have been? Can we say t h a t  we have been a s  f i l l e d  
wi th  understanding s f  t he  importance of our  c a l l -  
i ng  and work as w e  should have been and so  have 
spoken, preached and admonished as we ought t o  
have done? Have we taken warning and s t rengthen-  
i ng  a s  we  ought t o  do from the thought  of our  
~ a v i o r ' s  r e t u r n  and s f  our  appearance be fo re  Him? 
Can w e  r e a l l y  wash our  hands as if we are wi thout  
blame? No, dear  b re th ren ,  we cannot j u s t i f y  our- 
s e l v e s ,  nor  s h a l l  we seek t o  do so ,  f o r  i t  w i l l  
n o t  s e rve  any good purpose,  T h i s  i s  no t  t h e  way 
t o  o b t a i n  h e l p  from God toward a b e t t e r  s t a t e  o r  
s i t u a t i o n ,  Nor s h a l l  w e  d i spose  of such s e r i o u s  



thoughts  wi th  t h e  wretched comfort t h a t  we preach- 
e r s ,  too,  a r e  a l l  weak. Such a c t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  
he lp  u s  when God c a l l s  u s  t o  judgment, and it w i l l  
no t  he lp  our  congregat ions.  Nei ther  s h a l l  w e  l e t  
our  heads hang i n  unbe l ie f  and f l e e  from God. 
That i s  no t  t h e  kind of i n s t r u c t i o n  t h e  S p i r i t  
g ives  t o  t h e  ange l  of t h e  congregat ion a t  Sa rd i s .  
H e  says: " ~ e  watchful  and s t r eng then  t h e  t h i n g s  
which remain, t h a t  a r e  ready t o  d i e . . . .  Remember 
t h e r e f o r e  how thou h a s t  rece ived  and heard,  and 
hold f a s t  and repent . "  J u s t  a s  t h e  prophets  under 
God's a f f l i c t i n g  hand humbled themselves be fo re  
H i m ,  y e t  turned t o  H i m  i n  hope, s o  we a l s o  must a c t .  

It is  necessary ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  t h a t  we recognize  
our  s i n s  and confess  them. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  a  
S a r d i s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  ma jo r i t y  of our  congrega- 
t i o n s .  The proper  l i f e  i s  lack ing .  I b e l i e v e  
t h i s  because I have evidence t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  gen- 
e r a l  n e g l e c t  of t h e  Word of God. There i s  l i t t l e ,  
i f  any, d e s i r e  f o r  i t s  d a i l y  and f a i t h f u l  use ,  and 
f o r  t h a t  reason  a Pack of r e a l  ea rnes tnes s  i n  t h e  
u se  of p rayer .  There is  very  l i t t l e  communion 
wi th  t h e  Savior ;  no t  much r e j o i c i n g  i n  t h e  Gospel, 
o r  l ove  t o  t h e  b re th ren ;  a  l a c k  of z e a l  i n  s a n c t i -  
f i c a t i o n ;  very  l i t t l e  f e a r  of s i nn ing ;  l a c k  of 
mutual encouragement t o  do good; l i t t l e  f r a t e r n a l  
reproof and admonition; l i t t l e  concern f o r  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  we l f a r e  of t h e  c h i l d r e n .  I n s t e a d ,  we 
f i n d  more and more conformity t o  t h e  world i n  a l l  
conduct,  I f  a l l  t h i s  is  so ,  what p a r t  of t h e  
blame f a l l s  upon u s  who a r e  t h e  p a s t o r s ?  Have w e  
f a i l e d  t o  mention t h e s e  and comparable t h i n g s  from 
t h e  p u l p i t ?  Is i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  we have f a i l e d  t o  
warn our  people a g a i n s t  c u r r e n t  s i n s  o r  t o  admon- 
i s h  them t o  u se  God's Word, t o  pray and do t h e  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  w e  have mentioned? Indeed, t h e r e  i s  
no doubt t h a t  t h i s  h a s  been t h e  case.  Far  be  i t  
from me, however, t o  deny t h a t  t h e r e  may be  one 
o r  another ,  maybe many among us ,  who by t h e  g race  

of God have performed t h e i r  work wi th  g r e a t  
praise-worthy f a i t h f u l n e s s  and z e a l ,  Nor am I 
so audacious a s  t o  t ake  i t  upon myself t o  judge 
anyone among you a s  i f  you were a  f a l l e n  s e rvan t ,  
a  be l l y - se rve r ,  a h i r e l i n g ,  an unbe l iev ing  person 
who h a s  f a l l e n  from grace. L e t  u s ,  however, ea r -  
n e s t l y  examine ou r se lves  and search  our  h e a r t s  
and our  o b j e c t i v e s  l e s t  we who preach to o t h e r s  
w i l l  ou r se lves  be c a s t  away. 

But even i f  a l l  of u s  by ~ o d ~ s  grace have been 
kept  i n  a  s t a t e  of grace,  does i t  fo l low from t h i s  
t h a t  we n e c e s s a r i l y  are f r e e  from great  and dan- 
gerous s i n s  connected w i th  our  cab l ing?  O r  would 
we have t h e  r i g h t  t o  draw t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  we 
have no p a r t  i n ,  o r  blame f o r  t h e  miserab le  condi- 
t i o n  i n  our  congregat ions? Cer t a in ly  no t !  Even 
i f  a  person h a s  no t  completely f a l l e n  from grace ,  
he can be d u l l  and s leepy  and i n  need of shock 
and awakening, I d l e  hands and weak knees have not  
a s  y e t  become l i f e l e s s ,  bu t  they need t o  be 
s t r a igh t ened  and confirmed ( I s a i a h  35) i f  i t  is t o  
be p o s s i b l e  t o  "make s t r a i g h t  pa th s  f o r  t h e  f e e t ,  
l e s t  t h a t  which is lame be turned out  of t h e  way 
and .not r a t h e r  be hea ledf f  (Hebrews 12:1.3), 

W e l l  t hen ,  you w i l l  say,  po in t  ou t  t h e  s i n s  
connected wi th  our  work and c a l l i n g .  Show them 
t o  u s  so t h a t  we can see i f  your op in ion  i s  r i g h t ,  
and i n  ca se  i t  is,  t h a t  w e  can c o r r e c t  our  f a u l t s .  
It c e r t a i n l y  wouldn't  be  so d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  
po in t  ou t  many t h i n g s  regard ing  myself inasmuch a s  
I d a i l y  have t h e  g r i e f  t h a t  I don ' t  do anything 
r i g h t .  But i f  I should a t tempt  t o  g ive  a  descr ip-  
t i o n  which would f i t  everyone, I would no t  be a b l e  
t o  do i t  s i n c e  I have n e i t h e r  t h e  knowledge nor  
t h e  i n s i g h t  keen enough t o  do i t .  However, I w i l l  
po in t  t o  t hose  mistakes,  which i n  my e s t ima t ion  
a r e  t h e  most common and most g e n e r a l l y  neglec ted .  
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T o  beg in  w i t h ,  i ariust say t h a t  1 do n o t  t h i n k  
t h e r e  has been proper  unders tanding i n  r ega rd  t o  
t h e  r e a l  needs i n  our  congrega t ions ,  A t  v a r i o u s  
t i m e s  and occas ions ,  long  b e f o r e  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s t r i f e  began, L sought t o  l a y  t h i s  mat t e r  on my 
own h e a r t  and upon the hearts  of my b r e t h r e n ,  1 
d i r e c t  you t a  the  d i s cus s ion  at the  P a s t o r a l  Con- 
f e r ence  i n  Decorah, January,  1878 (c f ,  --- Kirke- 
t i dende  f o r  t h a t  yea r ,  page 2 6 6 f f , ) ,  and t o  my 
messages ts t h e  Synod from I879 and l a t e r ,  Note 
a l s o  t h e  per t f rzent  r e ~ ~ a r k s  i n  a Lecture about  
Church p a r e i e s  (divisions), NOW) a f t e r  such s t e r n  
rebuke, I f ee l  i t  even msxe necessary t o  remind 
myself and you about t h e s e  th ings ,  

A message whic'bl is not d i r e c t e d  &a t h e  a c t u a l  
a t t i t u d e s  and conditions i n  the  c sng rcga t i sn  t o  
which i t  i s  a d d r e s s e d  cannot expec t  b l e s sed  f r u i t s ,  
S t ,  Pau l  does  n o t  w r i t e  t o  t h e  Cor in th i ans  i n  t h e  
same way a s  he  w r i t e s  t o  the  congrega t ion  a t  
P h i l i p p i ;  no r ,  t o  t h e  G a l a t i a n s  a s  t o  t h e  Thessa- 
l o n i a n s ,  The S p i r i t  speaks q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  
t h e  congrega t ion  irk S a r d i s  than  t o  t h e  one i n  
Smyrna and t h e  one i n  Pldbladelphia (Reve la t ion  2 
and 3 ) ,  1 wonder i f  there h a s  g e n e r a l l y  been 
among u s  an awareness of the  soul-dangers  preva- 
l e n t  i n  our  congregation and t h e r e f a r e  a l s o  an 
awareness of the need f o r  ~ o n s c i e n t i o u s  shepherd- 
i ng?  If i t  i s  so tha t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  j u s t  a mat- 
t e r  of h a b i t  and t h a t  there i s  s p i r i t u a l  indolence  
o r  maybe even s p i r i t u a l  dea th  p r eva l en t  i n  our  
congrega t ions ,  t hen  God has s e t  u s  t o  awaken them. 
I f e a r  t h a t  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r  t h e r e  h a s  been some 
ve ry  g r e a t  drowsiness  among u s  and a l s o  a  l a c k  of 
unders tanding  and wisdom, E f  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  %rue  
t hen  we need no t  wonder a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  our  s e r -  
mons so  o f t e n  m i s s  t h e  mark, Even less  ought we 
t hen  complain over  t h e  f ac t  chat  Gad a f f l i c t s  and 
c o r r e c t s  u s ,  

I b e l i e v e  i t  t o  be  ve ry  comon t h a t  a c e r t a i n  
s e t  of t r u t h s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  such as  involve  m a t t e r s  
of d i s p u t e ,  have made up t h e  ch i e f  con t en t  of t h e  
confess ion  of many, and they  have n o t  t aken  i n t o  
account what t h e  h e a r e r s  need t o  h e a r .  I have 
heard  t h e  complaint t h a t  from t h e  p u l p i t  no th ing  
else i s  t o  be heard  b u t  t h e  same t h i n g  over  and 
over  aga in  Sunday a f t e r  Sunday, caus ing  on ly  bore- 
dom and drowsiness  i n  t h e  l i s t e n e r s .  When I asked 
what it was which was so c o n s t a n t l y  r e i t e r a t e d ,  
t h e  answer was: "We a r e  a l l  s i n n e r s  and we a r e  
saved by f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t . "  I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  
t h a t  we ought n o t  t a k e  o f f e n s e  a t  being chided f o r  
c o n s t a n t l y  r e p e a t i n g  t h e  ch i e f  t r u t h s  and f o r  
f a i l i n g  t o  b r i n g  i n  something new. Y e t  our  h e a r e r s  
need t o  be impressed w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  even 
though r epea t ed  c o n s t a n t l y ,  the o l d  t r u t h s  become 
ever  new t o  us ;  t hen  i t  w i l l  no t  f a i l  t h a t  many a  
one w i l l  h ea r  them a s  i f  h e  w e r e  hea r ing  them f o r  
t h e  very  f i r s t  t ime. Above a l l  w i l l  t h i s  be  t h e  
c a s e  i f  t h e  minis ter--with  proper  concern f o r  
t h e  cong rega t i on ' s  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  and needs-- 
b r i n g s  a  sermon which i s  r e a l l y  t h e  f r u i t  of h i s  
med i t a t i on  upon t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t r u t h s  which i t  is 
God's w i l l  t h a t  he proc la im,  

I f  t h e  above d e s c r i b e s  our  congrega t ions ,  t h e n  
i n  h i s  s t r i v i n g  t o  p roc la im t h e  whole counse l  of 
God t h e  preacher  w i l l  n o t  be  a b l e  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  
h e  must pu t  f o r t h  h i s  b e s t  e f f o r t s  t o  preach i n  
such a  way t h a t  i t  w i l l  l e a d  t o  awakening and re -  
pentance.  We d a r e  no t  l e t  t hose  who axe walking 
on t h e  broad way cont inue  t o  walk t h e r e  i n  peace.  
I f  they  a r e  d e a f ,  w e  need t o  speak a l l  t h e  l o u d e r .  
You w i l l  n o t  misunders tand m e  a s  though P were 
t h ink ing  of outward screaming and shout ing ;  nor  
y e t ,  a s  though I meant t h e  k ind  of repentance  
preaching which w i th  a  s i gh ing  and whining s ays  
" repent ,  repen t , ' '  b u t  perhaps b r i n g s  f o r t h  a  
s u p e r f i c i a l  emotion wi thout  t r u e  repentance .  
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What 1 r e a l l y  mean i s  t h i s :  I f e a r  t h a t  a l l  t oo  
o f t e n  t h e r e  i s  l a ck ing  n o t  on ly  t h e  c a l l  t o  awak- 
ening - -yh ich  our  congrega t ions  r e a l l y  need--but 
a l s o  t h e  guidance which w i l l  show t h e  unconverted 
how they can come t o  t h e  Savior ,  t h a t  is,  how 
"they s h a l l  conduct themselves"--the guidance 
which a t  t h e  same t ime is  t h e  means by which God 
works t h e  change, t h e  a t t i t u d e  H e  wants t o  
produce, 

It  i s  j u s t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h a t  we who g l a d l y  
bear  t h e  d e r i s i v e  name "Missourians,  '' should show 
d i l i g e n c e  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  s f  t h a t  which r e a l l y  i s  
Missourian t e ach ing ,  It i s  one t h i n g  t o  have t h e  
t r u e  d o c t r i n e  regard ing  man's a t t i t u d e  and q u i t e  
ano ther  ma t t e r  t o  use  and apply t h i s  d o c t r i n e  cor- 
r e c t l y ,  We pray  God t o  p r e se rve  u s  from t h e  doc- 
t r i n e  regard ing  man's a t t i t u d e  which h a s  been 
unfolded and taught  by our  opponents,  an a t t i t u d e  
which h a s  i t s  o r i g i n  i n  unconverted man's own 
choice  and f r e e  s e l f -de t e rmina t i on ,  whi le  a t  one 
and t h e  same t ime i t  i s  a l s o  t h e  determining f a c t o r  
i n  caus ing  God t o  make H i s  d e c i s i o n  regard ing  t h e  
s i n n e r ' s  convers ion and s a l v a t i o n ,  Th i s  a t t i t u d e  
o r  conduct on t h e  p a r t  of man is  an  a t tempt  t o  
e x p l a i n  t h a t  which our  Lutheran Church i n  i t s  Con- 
f e s s i o n s  s t a t e s  i s  unexpla inab le  f o r  u s  i n  t h i s  
world,  God be p r a i s e d ,  we have n o t  g iven  up t h e  
t e ach ing  of ~ o d ' s  Word regard ing  man's a t t i t u d e  
and conduct ,  I n  our  "Accoun t ing ' be  have shown 
i t  t o  be p e r v e r s i ~ n  of  t h e  t r u t h  and blasphemy 
when they  impute t o  u s  t h e  ungodly conc lus ion  t h a t  
s i n c e  our  a t t i t u d e  (conduct)  does  n o t  h e l p  u s  t o  
be saved, we can then  conduct o u r s e l v e s  a s  w e  
p l ea se .  We have confessed t h a t  t h e  on ly  way t o  
s a l v a t i o n  i s  t h e  narrow way through repentance ,  
f a i t h ,  and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  How could w e  expec t  
God's b l e s s i n g  upon ou r  world i f  we d i d n ' t  preach 
and a c t  i n  agreement wi th  our  confess ion?  

Our dear  depar ted  t e ache r ,  D r ,  Walther,  was 
undoubtedly a  good Missour ian ,  I n  t h e  abundantly 
r i c h  i n s t r u c t i o n  which he  gives u s  i n  h i s  -- P a s t o r a l  
Theology regard ing  preaching (I a m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h e  1 1 t h  chap t e r  of h i s  book and I take t h i s  oppar-  
t u n i t y  t o  encourage my b r e t h r e n  ts s t u d y  i t  f a i t h -  
f u l l y ) ,  h e  h a s  some reminders  which concern t h i s  
very  ma t t e r :  "Ansther defect  s f  preaching deserves 
t o  be mentioned i n  t h i s  connect ion:  i f  a preacher  
d i l i g e n t l y  e x h o r t s  h i s  hearers ts believe, bu t  
f a i l s  t o  show how such f a i t h  may be obtained, I n  
h i s  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  V i s i t o r g ,  1528, fiatker says: 
%e n o t i c e  i n  t h e  teaching of some, e s p e c i a l l y  
t h i s  d e f e c t :  they  preach t h a t  w e  are  saved only 
through f a i t h ,  bu t  they do no t  s u f f i c i e n e l y  show 
how such f a i t h  i s  ob t a ined ,  and j u s t  about a 1 1  o m i t  
a  p a r t  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  w i t h o s t  which no 
one can unders tand what t r u e  f a i t h  i s  o r  means, 
C h r i s t  says ,  Luke 3 : 8 ;  2 4 ~ 4 3 ,  t h a t  i n  His name we 
should preach repentance  and remiss ion  of s i n s ,  
But many nowadays speak only of remiss ion  of s i n s  
and say l i t t l e  o r  no th ing  of repentance, Yet 
wi thout  repentance  t h e r e  i s  no remiss ion  s f  s i n s ,  
and remiss ion  of s i n s  cannot be unders tood wi thout  
repentance.  And i f  remiss ion  of s i n s  wi thout  re -  
pentance be preached, t h e  people  w i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
they  have a l r e a d y  r ece ived  remiss ion  of s i n s  and 
w i l l  become secu re  and wi thout  f e a r ,  Th i s ,  how- 
eve r ,  i s  a  more g r i evous  errcr and a more gr i evous  
s i n  than  a l l  t h e  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e s  t h a t  have formerly 
been preached, and i t  i s  t o  be f e a r e d ,  a s  C h r i s t  
s ays ,  Matthew 12:45; Luke 19:26,  t h a t  ' t h e  l as t  
s t a t e  i s  worse than  t h e  f i r s t , '  Therefore  w e  have 
i n s t r u c t e d  and admonished t h e  p r eache r s  t h a t  they 
a r e  i n  du ty  bound t o  p roc la im t h e  e n t i r e  Gospel 
and no t  one p a r t  wi thout  t h e  o t h e r ;  f o r  God says ,  
Deuteronomy 4 :2  " t h a t  we should n o t  add t o  H i s  
Word nor  d imin ish  ought from i t . '  The contemporary 
m i n i s t e r s  s co ld  t h e  Pope, say ing  t h a t  he  h a s  made 
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many add i t ions  t o  Sc r ip tu re ,  which unfor tunate ly  
i s  a l l  too t r u e ,  But these  wherz they  do not  
preach repentance a r e  t e a r i n g  a  b i g  sec t ion  out  
of Sc r ip tu re ,  and speak ins t ead  of e a t i n g  of meat 
and o the r  minor ma t t e r s ,  We su re ly  a r e  no t  t o  
remain s i l e n t  about t h i s ,  but  a t  the  r i g h t  time, 
because of tyranny defend Chr i s t i an  l i b e r t y ,  Yet 
what i s  t h i s  than t h e  very mat te r  Chr i s t  speaks 
of i n  Matthew 2 3 ~ 2 4 ,  ' t o  s t r a i n  a t  a  gnat  and 
swallow a camelg? Then we have exhorted them 
t h a t  they d i l i g e n t l y  and o f t e n  admonish t h e  people 
t o  repent  sf  s i n  and g r i eve  over t h e i r  s i n  and do 
not  cease i n  t h i s  g r e a t  and necessary mat te r  of 
repentance,  Both John and Chr i s t  c h a s t i s e  t h e  
Pha r i sees  more severe ly  f o r  t h e i r  holy hypocrisy 
than they ds s inne r s  i n  gene ra l ,  I n  t h e  same 
manner the  preachers must c h a s t i s e  g ross  s i n s  of 
t h e  common man, but  where t h e r e  i s  a  f a l s e  h o l i -  
ness ,  admonish them even more severe ly  t h a t  they 
r epen t . '  ( S t ,  Louis-Walch e d i t i o n  of Luther ' s  
S a m t l i c h e  Schr i f  t en ,  X,  19: 12f f ,) , 

"A t h i r d  l a c k  i n  t h i s  connection comes when a 
pas to r  i n s i s t e n t l y  and c ~ n t i n u o u s l y  preaches about 
repentance and f a i t h ,  but  does  not  preach about 
t h e  necess i ty  of good works and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  
o r  does not  give any thorough i n s t r u c t i o n  about 
good works, C h r i s t i a n  v i r t u e s ,  and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  
A thorough, graphic  and q u i e t  desc r ip t ion  of a  
t r u l y  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  and a t t i t u d e  w i l l  accomplish 
more than merely th rea t en ing  and warning a s s e r t i o n s  
of i t s  necess i ty ."  Towards t h e  c l o s e  of h i s  d i s -  
cussion D r ,  Walther s t a t e s :  "There i s  one more 
th ing  i n  reference  t o  preaching which should not  
escape our a t t e n t i o n ,  There are many sermons of 
which i t  can be s a i d  t h a t  they do nog: conta in  any 
f a l s e  doc t r ine  nor t h a t  they f a i l e d  t o  observe 
any of t h e  aforementioned necessary requirements,  
and y e t ,  i n  s p i t e  of i t  a l l ,  l a c k  one of t h e  ch ief  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a  good sermon: they f a i l  t o  

g r i p  t h e  heart  and conscience of the  hearer .  
Suck sermons are perhaps q u i t e  l o g i c a l l y  arranged,  
but  t h e i r  en t i r e  make-up i s  n ~ t  i n  accordance 
with Biblico-psycheLogicaI Paws. Such sermons 
shoot t he i r  arrows over the  heads of t h e i r  hear-  
e r s ,  so t o  speak, o r  i f  t h e y  g r i p  the hea re r ,  
they do not  hold him, bu t ,  l ike  a broken net, 
l e t  t h e  f i s h  t h a t  have been caught escape again;  
such sermons arouse t h e  hearer i n  a way and b r ing  
f o r t h  a c e r t a i n  f e e l i n g  of s a t i s f a c t i o n  and some 
p leasant  sent iments;  yes, they may even cause 
wholesome doubts t o  ar ise in the mind s f  a  h e a r e r  
and may f i l l  him w i t h  a-dmiratian,  but  they do no t  
persuade t h e  hearer go form any d e f i n i t e  reso lu-  
t i o n .  That a  sermon, i n s o f a r  as i t  depends upon 
a sermon, has  such r e s u l t ,  needs heavenly wisdom* 
It cannot be learned  from any course i n  homi le t i c s ,  
but  must be learned  as a r e s u l t  of one 's  o m  per- 
sonal  experience I n  Chrrsistiarnity and must be prayed 
f o r  each time, Melanchthon t h e r e f o r e  very humbly 
remarked: 'Preaching i s  not  an a r t ,  otherwise I 
could a l s o  preach , '  Any preacher who does no t  
l i v e  i n  d a i l y  cornunion w i t h  h i s  God, who has  no t  
himself experienced the t r i c k i n e s s  and s i n u o s i t y  
and t h e  u t t e r  cor rupt ion  of t h e  human h e a r t  a s  
we l l  as t h e  way s f  the S p i r i t  o f  Cod i n  h i s  own 
soul ,  who does not  pray when he begins t h e  s tudy 
of h i s  t e x t  i n  order  t o  prepare  i t s  con ten t s  t o  
supply t h e  needs sf his hearers, who does not  pray 
when he  begins t o  memorize, and who does not  pray 
when he  ascends t h e  p u l p i t ;  i n  s h o r t ,  a preacher  
who does not  every time g e t  h i s  sermon by begging 
i t  f rom t h e  Lord and does no$ preach a s  one who 
has  been anointed with the S p i r i t  of prayer:  such 
a preacher  cannot preach a sermon as it ought t o  
be preached, Af t e r  a well-prepared sermon t h a t  
has  been wel l  preached, no one w i l l  perhaps exclaim, 
'What a  grand sermon t h i s  has been!' but  those  not  
y e t  hardened i n  t h e i r  s i n s  w i l l  q u i e t l y  l eave  t h e  
house of God and, while  they speak t o  no o t h e r  
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persori about  the sermon, will so much more f e e l  
compelled t o  speak about  it t o  God, L e t  no one 
therefore imagine t h a t  such an e f fec t  has no t  
been powerful;  i t  i s  the  very  b e s t  e f fec t  t h a t  
a sermon can produce, Great praise bestowed 
upon a preacher is o f t e n  a susp i c ious  s ign ,  f o r  
t oo  s f t e n  i t  a l l  amounts to--nothingesf  So f a r  
D r ,  Walther, 

Ns matter how varied the i n d i v i d u a l  s i t u a t i o n  
may have been i n  a l l  these mat t e r s ,  I am persuaded 
t h a t  i n  our  c a l l i n g  and work we must acknowledge 
t h a t  w e  s%and g u i l t y  before Gad, There h a s  been 
a g r e a t  lack  of p roper  a n a l y s i s  and wisdom as  w e l l  
a s  lack of true earnestness and zea lousness  i n  our  
witness, 

n u t ,  you w i l l  sayg when we under the chasten-  
i n g  hand of Gad acknowledge our  own s i n s  and t h e  
s i n s  of our  congregations, what s h a l l  we do? How 
s h a l l  we b r i n g  about a be t te r  cond i t i on  among u s ?  

E believe t h a t  t h e  f i r s r  th ing  which i s  re -  
q u i r e d  of us i s  t h a t  we t r u l y  confess  our  s i n s  t o  
the Lord our  God, W e  must no t  l e t  the  ma t t e r  r e s t  
by simply j o i n i n g  tfre p rophe t  and complaining: 
' % a s k  thou utterly rejected J u d ~ h ?  Hath thy  sou l  
l oa thed  Zion? Nhy has& thou smitten us ,  and t h e r e  
is  no hea l ing  f o r  u s ?  We looked f a r  peace, and 
there i s  no good; and f o r  the t i m e  s f  hea l ing ,  
and beho ld  t rouble!"  (Jeremiah $4: 1 9 ) .  Le t  i t  
a l s o  be i n  up r igh tnes s  and w i t h  shame and sorrow 
t h a t  we make the fo l lowing  words our  very  o m  and 
say: "We acknowledge, 0 Lord, our  wickedness and 
t h e  i n i q u i t y  of our  f a the rs :  f o r  we have s inned 
agains t  tPlee'"(Jert"3miah l4 :20 ) .  Where t h e r e  i s  
acknowledgement and confess ion  of s i n ,  t h e r e  w i l l  
be a proper  r e s o l u t i o n  and s t r i v i n g  f o r  improve- 
ment, H e  who knows himself  and a l s o  knows t h e  
grace of God will c e r t a i n l y  j o i n  i n  t h e  p rophe t ' s  

words and pray: ''DO no t  abhor u s  for t h y  name's 
sake,  do no t  d i sg race  tIee thrane  of t hy  g lory :  
rewexnber, break n o w - h y  covenant w i t h  usfs (Jere- 
miah L4:21), 

I f  we r e a l l y  come before Gc5 i n  such humility, 
* e sorrow and p raye r ,  i t ,  i:; b u d .  s isill chat we shal l  

t a k e  t o  heart t h e  blessed G O : I I ~ C ; ~ ~  :irc?tund in t h e s e  
words: '81n przy w r a t h  I smote thee, bti-c i n  my 
favour  have I had mercy on the&" (1 ss9z.h 60: $8)  , 
Let  u s  exhor t  one arruthe-24- ftantrrer w i t h  the words 
of t h e  prophet  Hosea: ' "~ome  and l e t  u s  r e t u r n  
unto t h e  Lord ;  f o r  he bath t o r n ,  an< he w i l l  h e a l  
us ,  he ha th  smit ten,  and he w i l l  b ind  us up'" 
6 1) Thi s  i s  the  will st God, H e  has not  
forsaken  u s  nor removed B i s  hand of b l e s s ing  from 
u s ,  W e  have t h e  very strangest proof of t h i s  i n  
t h e  unspeakable  grace and mercy He has bestowed 
upon u s  by preserving H i s  "iisrd palre and unadul- 
t e r a t e d  m a g  us, B e  has  helped u s  u n d e r  a l l  per-  
s ecu t ion ,  d e r i s i o n ,  lies, and e u ~ n i n g  ts hold fast  
t o  H i s  Word and ts the o l d  Lukheran f a i ~ h ,  '"he 
f a i t h  which w a s  once d e l i v e r e d  un to  the  saintssP 
(Jude 3 )  That i s  the f s i t h  that C h r i s t  a lone  is  
our  Savior ;  t ha t  t hose  wk1o x=ecelve Him become 
c h i l d r e n  of God, This r e c e i v i n g  of f a i t h  i s  God's 
work and g i f t  which never a l . t u g ~ h c ~ r ,  nor  i n  h a l f ,  
nor  even i n  the smallest p a r t  i s  brought about by 
our  o m  work. 

I f  we who are ministers rea l ly  are t o  improve 
ou r se lves ,  w e  must begin by rubbing t h e  s l e e p  o u t  
of our  eyes.  Then w e  nerd t o  look more c a r e f u l l y  
upon our  congrega t ions  and pass judgment upon 
them. T h i s  judgment must n o t  be based upon h a b i t ,  
custom, and what i s  eomsnXy considered $0 be 
r i g h t ,  aar  upon what we may f i n d  here and t h e r e ,  
bu t  t h e  judgment must be based upon the New Tes- 
tament. If w e  shou%d f i n d  k43at there i s  more o r  
l e s s  of a Sardis-situation, which the  S p i r i t  
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tament. If w e  shou%d f i n d  k43at there i s  more o r  
l e s s  of a Sardis-situation, which the  S p i r i t  



d e s c r i b e s  wi th  t h e s e  words: "1 know thy  works, 
t h a t  thou h a s  a nane, that thou l i v e s t ,  and a r t  
dead," we w i l l  s u r e l y  take t o  h e a r t  t h e  admoni- 
t i o n  of t h e  S p i r i t  t o  "be watchfu l ,  and s t r eng then  
t h e  t h i n g s  which r e ~ m i n ,  t h a t  a r e  ready t o  d ie . "  

We w i l l  c l a r i f y  %or o u r s e l v e s  t h e  dangers  
which t h r e a t e n  our L-,ongregations. There a r e  many 
ways i n  which Christians can depa r t  from t h e i r  
Sav ior .  To beg in  wi th ,  w e  have t h e  dangers  which 
t h e  s p i r i t  s f  t h e  t imes  b r i n g s  f o r t h ,  which none 
of u s  can escape ,  011r congrega t ions  a r e  no t  s i t u -  
a t e d  now a s  they  wkre i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  days of our  
Synod. The i r a f l ~ c n c s  ~ f ~ l i i c h  i s  brought  t o  bea r  
upon them by newspapers and w r i t i n g s  of a l l  k inds ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  example of n:any among them who now 
s e t  t h e  p a t t e r n  and ha-~re tecsrne spokesmen f o r  ou r  
countrymen and wrln!en, pre sen t  t o  our  c l e r g y  re- 
quirements  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  and more d i f f i c u l t  now 
than  t hose  of twen ty  t o  t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago. We 
o l d e r  p a s t o r s  must no t  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  
and elementary principles, which i n  t imes  p a s t  
were impressed upon our  congrega t ions ,  a r e  of 
b e n e f i t  on ly  t o  t h e  o l d e r  members of our  congre- 
g a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  thousands who have grown up i n  
la ter  y e a r s  a r e  for t h e  most p a r t  very  l i t t l e  
grounded i n  t hose  basic p r i n c i p l e s ,  

Ne i the r  da r e  w e  overlook t h e  tempta t ions  and 
dangers  which foblow i n  the wake of t h e  d o c t r i n a l  
s t r i f e  which we have Seen compelled t o  c a r r y  on. 
Many weak sou l s ,  who o therwise  have very  l i t t l e  
d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  Word of God, a r e  tempted t o  u se  
t h i s  s t r i f e  a s  an excuse t o  n e g l e c t  more and more 
t h e  u s e  of God's Word, Others who t ake  an  a c t i v e  
and e a r n e s t  p a r t  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  ques t i ons  under 
con t en t i on  a r e  tempted t o  confuse t h e i r  z e a l  and 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  a  z e a l  and i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  Gospel, which i s  a mark of 6 o d V s  c h i l d r e n  
s i n c e  i t  i n v i t e s  and draws t h e  t r oub l ed  s i n n e r  t o  

the  Sav io r ,  S t i l l  o t h e r s  dernonstra;:e the  power 
t h a t  e r r o r  h a s  upon hear t s  in t has  they so  r e a d i l y  
a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  doubt and even f a l l  completely  
from t h e  t r u t h ,  I n  a d d i t i o ~ ?  t o  a l l  t h i s ,  t h e r e  
are dangers  and kempkati~ns of many kinds a l s o  
f o r  t h o s e  of u s  who h o l d  fas t  to con fe s s iona l  
t r u t h *  There i s  the  temprati .on t o  g i v e  i n  a  lit- 
t l e  h e r e  and there  and t o  accept ambiguous words 
a s  f u l l  t r u t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  g z i n  peace, Again, 
t h e r e  i s  t h e  t e ~ ~ p t a t i o g  t o  remair~ s i l e n t  when 
we ought t o  speak, a:rd t o  twist and a d j u s t  our- 
s e l v e s  i n  acco-bcibance w i t h  t h a t  which caranal rea -  
son might deem t o  be  advantageous, Then t h e r e  
i s  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  c s r ~ f u s e  what might  be  c l a s s -  
i f i e d  a s  carnal e a r n e s t n e s s  in the s t r i f e  w i th  t h e  
humble zeal for tho t r u t h ,  W ~ ~ C I I  i s  one of t h e  
f r u i t s  of the S p i r i t  in the  t r u e  d i s c i p l e s  of t h e  
Lord, and on the basis of such con fe s s ion  excuse 
and cover up sins which such carnal  z e a l  b r i n g s  
f o r t h ,  O r  t h e r e  i s  danger that w e  become so  
f i l l e d  wi th  zea lous  thoughts f o r  t h e  t r u t h s  which 
a r e  a t t a c k e d  t h a t  w e  f i n a l l y  t h i n k  of a i t t l e  e l s e  
and our  sermons and discussions become more and 
more one-sided and s e n s e l e s s ;  f o r  example, i f  we 
should f i n d  t h a t  our congrega t ions  a r e  made up 
c h i e f l y  of people  who in sinful s e c u r i t y  b e l i t t l e  
all r i .ghteousness  and are q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  
l i v i n g  a s i n f u l ,  wor ld ly  l i f e ,  and  we should then  
u n r e l e n t i n g l y  and c o n s t a n t l y  thunder  away a g a i n s t  
self-made repentance  and s e l f - r i gh t eousnes s .  
F i n a l l y ,  because of non--appreciat ion and opposi-  
t i o n ,  i n  d e s p a i r  over  the chu rch ' s  d i s t r e s s ,  we 
may be tempted t o  give up hope and cea se  working. 

To what s h a l l  w e  t u r n  i n  such d i s t r e s s ?  S h a l l  
we s i g n  f o r  pea-ce f i r s t  and foremost?  S h a l l  we 
say ou r se lve s :  "As long  a s  this s t r i f e  wi th  i t s  
misery and wretchedness  con t inues ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be  
no advance i n  t h a t  which i s  good, Peace we must 
have a t  any p r i ce "?  Shall w e  a l l ow  o u r s e l v e s  t o  



d e s c r i b e s  wi th  t h e s e  words: "1 know thy  works, 
t h a t  thou h a s  a nane, that thou l i v e s t ,  and a r t  
dead," we w i l l  s u r e l y  take t o  h e a r t  t h e  admoni- 
t i o n  of t h e  S p i r i t  t o  "be watchfu l ,  and s t r eng then  
t h e  t h i n g s  which r e ~ m i n ,  t h a t  a r e  ready t o  d ie . "  

We w i l l  c l a r i f y  %or o u r s e l v e s  t h e  dangers  
which t h r e a t e n  our L-,ongregations. There a r e  many 
ways i n  which Christians can depa r t  from t h e i r  
Sav ior .  To beg in  wi th ,  w e  have t h e  dangers  which 
t h e  s p i r i t  s f  t h e  t imes  b r i n g s  f o r t h ,  which none 
of u s  can escape ,  011r congrega t ions  a r e  no t  s i t u -  
a t e d  now a s  they  wkre i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  days of our  
Synod. The i r a f l ~ c n c s  ~ f ~ l i i c h  i s  brought  t o  bea r  
upon them by newspapers and w r i t i n g s  of a l l  k inds ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  example of n:any among them who now 
s e t  t h e  p a t t e r n  and ha-~re tecsrne spokesmen f o r  ou r  
countrymen and wrln!en, pre sen t  t o  our  c l e r g y  re- 
quirements  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  and more d i f f i c u l t  now 
than  t hose  of twen ty  t o  t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago. We 
o l d e r  p a s t o r s  must no t  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  
and elementary principles, which i n  t imes  p a s t  
were impressed upon our  congrega t ions ,  a r e  of 
b e n e f i t  on ly  t o  t h e  o l d e r  members of our  congre- 
g a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  thousands who have grown up i n  
la ter  y e a r s  a r e  for t h e  most p a r t  very  l i t t l e  
grounded i n  t hose  basic p r i n c i p l e s ,  

Ne i the r  da r e  w e  overlook t h e  tempta t ions  and 
dangers  which foblow i n  the wake of t h e  d o c t r i n a l  
s t r i f e  which we have Seen compelled t o  c a r r y  on. 
Many weak sou l s ,  who o therwise  have very  l i t t l e  
d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  Word of God, a r e  tempted t o  u se  
t h i s  s t r i f e  a s  an excuse t o  n e g l e c t  more and more 
t h e  u s e  of God's Word, Others who t ake  an  a c t i v e  
and e a r n e s t  p a r t  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  ques t i ons  under 
con t en t i on  a r e  tempted t o  confuse t h e i r  z e a l  and 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  a  z e a l  and i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  Gospel, which i s  a mark of 6 o d V s  c h i l d r e n  
s i n c e  i t  i n v i t e s  and draws t h e  t r oub l ed  s i n n e r  t o  

the  Sav io r ,  S t i l l  o t h e r s  dernonstra;:e the  power 
t h a t  e r r o r  h a s  upon hear t s  in t has  they so  r e a d i l y  
a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  doubt and even f a l l  completely  
from t h e  t r u t h ,  I n  a d d i t i o ~ ?  t o  a l l  t h i s ,  t h e r e  
are dangers  and kempkati~ns of many kinds a l s o  
f o r  t h o s e  of u s  who h o l d  fas t  to con fe s s iona l  
t r u t h *  There i s  the  temprati .on t o  g i v e  i n  a  lit- 
t l e  h e r e  and there  and t o  accept ambiguous words 
a s  f u l l  t r u t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  g z i n  peace, Again, 
t h e r e  i s  t h e  t e ~ ~ p t a t i o g  t o  remair~ s i l e n t  when 
we ought t o  speak, a:rd t o  twist and a d j u s t  our- 
s e l v e s  i n  acco-bcibance w i t h  t h a t  which caranal rea -  
son might deem t o  be  advantageous, Then t h e r e  
i s  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  c s r ~ f u s e  what might  be  c l a s s -  
i f i e d  a s  carnal e a r n e s t n e s s  in the s t r i f e  w i th  t h e  
humble zeal for tho t r u t h ,  W ~ ~ C I I  i s  one of t h e  
f r u i t s  of the S p i r i t  in the  t r u e  d i s c i p l e s  of t h e  
Lord, and on the basis of such con fe s s ion  excuse 
and cover up sins which such carnal  z e a l  b r i n g s  
f o r t h ,  O r  t h e r e  i s  danger that w e  become so  
f i l l e d  wi th  zea lous  thoughts f o r  t h e  t r u t h s  which 
a r e  a t t a c k e d  t h a t  w e  f i n a l l y  t h i n k  of a i t t l e  e l s e  
and our  sermons and discussions become more and 
more one-sided and s e n s e l e s s ;  f o r  example, i f  we 
should f i n d  t h a t  our congrega t ions  a r e  made up 
c h i e f l y  of people  who in sinful s e c u r i t y  b e l i t t l e  
all r i .ghteousness  and are q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  
l i v i n g  a s i n f u l ,  wor ld ly  l i f e ,  and  we should then  
u n r e l e n t i n g l y  and c o n s t a n t l y  thunder  away a g a i n s t  
self-made repentance  and s e l f - r i gh t eousnes s .  
F i n a l l y ,  because of non--appreciat ion and opposi-  
t i o n ,  i n  d e s p a i r  over  the chu rch ' s  d i s t r e s s ,  we 
may be tempted t o  give up hope and cea se  working. 

To what s h a l l  w e  t u r n  i n  such d i s t r e s s ?  S h a l l  
we s i g n  f o r  pea-ce f i r s t  and foremost?  S h a l l  we 
say ou r se lve s :  "As long  a s  this s t r i f e  wi th  i t s  
misery and wretchedness  con t inues ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be  
no advance i n  t h a t  which i s  good, Peace we must 
have a t  any p r i ce "?  Shall w e  a l l ow  o u r s e l v e s  t o  



overcome by a l l  t h i s  misery and d i s t r e s s  w e  s e e  i n  
our  church ss t h a t  we f i n a l l y  s i l e n c e  our  t e s t i -  
mony regard ing  t h e  cont rover ted  d o c t r i n e  and g i v e  
up, i f  n o t  completely,  y e t  a t  l e a s t  i n s o f a r  t h a t  
we go along wi th  r e s o l u t i o n s  of peace and compro- 
mise? No, dear  brethren,  t h a t  would be  un fa i t h -  
f u l n e s s ,  Here it i s  r equ i r ed  t o  "hold f a s t  t h a t  
which we have," God has  no t  s e n t  u s  H i s  c h a s t i s e -  
ment t h a t  we should desp i se  H i s  g i f t ,  Nei ther  
does t h e  S p i r i t  speak t h a t  way t o  t h e  congrega- 
t i o n s ,  To t h e s e  i n  S a r d i s  Be says:  ernem ember 
t h e r e f o r e  how thou has t  received and heard,  and 
hold  f a s t ,  and r epen t , "  

We must no t  l e t  go of our  h e r i t a g e  of t h e  Word. 
It i s  my prayer  t o  God t h a t  H e  w i l l  f i l l  u s  wi th  
a  ho ly  h a t r e d  of t h i s  miserable d o c t r i n e ,  which i s  
condemned both i n  S c r i p t u r e  and i n  the orthodox 
church; a  d o c t r i n e  which mixes a pe r son ' s  own 
works and coopera t ion  i n t o  God's work and i n  t h i s  
way robs  God of H i s  g lo ry  and t rembling s i n n e r s  
of t r u e  comfort.  L e t  u s  be  mast c a r e f u l  t o  have 
our  eyes  open to t h i s  l i e ,  even though it comes 
wi th  "good i n t e n t i o n s $ "  yea,  even i f  i t  comes wi th  
t h e  very  b e s t  of " i n t e n t i r s z ~ ~ b n d  under t h e  mask of 
p i e t y  wi th  ambigusus exp re s s ions  and a  f i n e  manner 
of speech saying:  "A11 i s  grace, on ly  by g race  
without: m e r i t , "  'This' s h a l l  not  dece ive  u s  when 
i n  t h e  next  sentence i s  s ~ ~ u g g l e d  i n  t h e  thought  
t h a t  we dec ide  our  convers ion and s a l v a t i o n ,  so  
t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  r e s t s  i n  our  own hands,  Our Luth- 
e r an  f o r e f a t h e r s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  "pious s o u l s  and 
t r i e d  Chr i s t i ans s '  would n o t  f o r  a  thousand worlds  
have t h e i r  salvzti.on. dependent upon themselves,  
May we be exceedingly c a r e f u l  l e s t  we be l e d  
a s t r a y  i n t o  a  f a l s e  f a i t h ,  

I f  we a r e  t o  be  able t o  p re se rve  t h i s  t r u t h  
which God h a s  committed t o  our  care, l e t  u s  never  
f o r g e t  t h e  g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t.~h_ich r e s t s  upon us .  

The p r e s e r v a t i o n  of i t  i s  no t  our  work but  God's 
work, and God w i l l  no t  p r e se rve  i t  among u s  i f  
we do not  make b e t t e r  u se  of i t  than  w e  have 
h i t h e r t o ,  

Throughout t h e  world many o b j e c t i o n s  a r e  
r a i s e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  old-time C h r i s t i a n i t y  and 
a g a i n s t  t r u e  Lutheranism, What might be t h e  most 
common o b j e c t i o n  brought ou t  by t hose  esho w i l l  
c la im t o  be  C h r i s t i a n s ?  It i s  t h i s  t h a t  i t  i s  so  
u n f r u i t f u l  i n  l i f e .  We know t h a t  t h i s  accusa t ion  
i s  r a d i c a l l y  wrong and rests upon ignorance re- 
garding t r u e  Lutheranism, We know t h a t  t h e r e  is  
no ch i ld - l i ke ,  q u i e t ,  b l e s sed  C h r i s t i a n  o t h e r  
than  j u s t  t h i s  Lutheranism--that is ,  t h e  o ld  
C h r i s t i a n  t r u t h ,  

But can we c a l l  them b l e s sed  who a r e  s a t i s f i e d  
with t h e  mere outward confess ion  of t h e  pure 
teaching?  W i l l  no t  t hose  who s i t  back and a r e  
s a t i s f i e d  therewi th  be d i sgraced  i n  due t ime by 
thousands of o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s  who had l e s s e r  
g i f t s ?  W i l l  such C h r i s t i a n s  who have t h e  name 
of being orthodox, bu t  a r e  no t  b e l i e v e r s ,  i n  t h e  
long run keep t h e  pure teaching?  Never! J u s t  a s  
l i t t l e  w i l l  they be permi t ted  t o  keep i t  a s  t h e  
u n f a i t h f u l  s e rvan t  who d i d  n o t  make use  of t h e  
t a l e n t  e n t r u s t e d  t o  him was permi t ted  t o  keep t h e  
t a l e n t ,  

For what purpose do we posses s  t h e  t r u t h ?  It 
i s  e n t r u s t e d  t o  u s  i n  o rde r  t h a t  we s h a l l  use  
it t o  b r ing  our  h e a r e r s  t o  C h r i s t .  If we have 
good reason  t o  f e a r  t h a t  t h i s  purpose h a s  no t  
been a t t a i n e d  by t h e  ma jo r i t y ,  and i n  a d d i t i o n  
must s t r i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  dangers  of mob-Chris- 
t i a n i t y  and h a b i t - C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  then  t h e  admoni- 
t i o n  t o  u s  i s  a l l  t h e  s t r o n g e r  no t  t o  have p a r t  
i n  c a r e l e s s  smugness nor  conten t  ou r se lves  wi th  
t h e  thought t h a t  every th ing  i s  progress ing  a s  
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overcome by a l l  t h i s  misery and d i s t r e s s  w e  s e e  i n  
our  church ss t h a t  we f i n a l l y  s i l e n c e  our  t e s t i -  
mony regard ing  t h e  cont rover ted  d o c t r i n e  and g i v e  
up, i f  n o t  completely,  y e t  a t  l e a s t  i n s o f a r  t h a t  
we go along wi th  r e s o l u t i o n s  of peace and compro- 
mise? No, dear  brethren,  t h a t  would be  un fa i t h -  
f u l n e s s ,  Here it i s  r equ i r ed  t o  "hold f a s t  t h a t  
which we have," God has  no t  s e n t  u s  H i s  c h a s t i s e -  
ment t h a t  we should desp i se  H i s  g i f t ,  Nei ther  
does t h e  S p i r i t  speak t h a t  way t o  t h e  congrega- 
t i o n s ,  To t h e s e  i n  S a r d i s  Be says:  ernem ember 
t h e r e f o r e  how thou has t  received and heard,  and 
hold  f a s t ,  and r epen t , "  

We must no t  l e t  go of our  h e r i t a g e  of t h e  Word. 
It i s  my prayer  t o  God t h a t  H e  w i l l  f i l l  u s  wi th  
a  ho ly  h a t r e d  of t h i s  miserable d o c t r i n e ,  which i s  
condemned both i n  S c r i p t u r e  and i n  the orthodox 
church; a  d o c t r i n e  which mixes a pe r son ' s  own 
works and coopera t ion  i n t o  God's work and i n  t h i s  
way robs  God of H i s  g lo ry  and t rembling s i n n e r s  
of t r u e  comfort.  L e t  u s  be  mast c a r e f u l  t o  have 
our  eyes  open to t h i s  l i e ,  even though it comes 
wi th  "good i n t e n t i o n s $ "  yea,  even i f  i t  comes wi th  
t h e  very  b e s t  of " i n t e n t i r s z ~ ~ b n d  under t h e  mask of 
p i e t y  wi th  ambigusus exp re s s ions  and a  f i n e  manner 
of speech saying:  "A11 i s  grace, on ly  by g race  
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usual .  We expect t h a t  t h e  s t r i f e  which has  been 
brought so thought less ly  i n t o  our midst has  been 
a  powerful means of awakening f o r  many of u s ,  
This  i s  all, t he  more necessary s ince  i t  is very 
apparent  t h a t  t h e  s t r i f e  has served t o  l ead  
many a s t r a y ,  Many have been s trengthened i n  
t h e i r  n a t u r a l  of fense  reward the  anc ient  Gospel, 
while  o t h e r s  have taken of fense  agains t  a l l  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  s t i l l  o t h e r s  have been tempted t o  
take  t h e  t r u t h  i n  vain and c a r e l e s s l y  comfort 
themselves w i t h  t h e i r  very incompetence, 

We must cons tan t ly  expect a  r e p e t i t i o n  s f  
t hese  phenomena a s  w e  recognize  them from t h e  
days of t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  And 1,uther o f t e n  spoke of 
i t  too, showing on the  one hand t h a t  there has  
always been a t ak ing  of of fense  a t  the f r e e ,  un- 
deserved Gospel s f  grace--%he very th jng  we now 
see  i n  many s f  our  opponents--and on t h e  o t h e r  
hand t h a t  t h e  Gospel  has  cowm~nly been misused, 
a th ing  which is being repeated by many of those 
who still, confess  i t  outwardly, 

Under t h e  chastening hand s f  God, we acknowledge 
both our o m  s i n s  and those  s f  our congregations, 
and recognize the  dangers t o  which we a r e  exposed, 
How s h a l l  we conduct ~urselves i n  order  t o  br ing  
f o r t h  a b e t t e r  cond i t i on?  Bare w e  l e i s u r e l y  say 
t o  ourselves:  "Well, there i s n ' t  anything w e  can 
do! Our assignment i s  t o  p l a n t  and water ,  God 
must g ive  t h e  growth," With t h a t  w e  feel. at- ease  
and s e t t l e  down t o  t h e  comaon r o u t i n e  and l e t  i t  
go a t  t h a t ,  

No! Let  u s  weigh the  mat te r  c a r e f u l l y  t o  see  
whether t h e  p l an t ing  and water ing have, perhaps, 
been done i n  such a way t h a t  w e  have no r i g h t  t o  
expect i nc rease  f rom God o r  b l e s s ing  from H i m  upon 
our work, I s n ' t  i t  poss ib l e  &hat  i n  many p laces  
t h e  preaching of t h e  'laford i n  t h e  congregations 

has  been unwise and not  f i t t e d  t o  t h e  needs of 
t h e  people? I f ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  c i r c l e  of i deas  
narrowed down by t h e  p resen t  s t r i f e  has  domi- 
nated t h e  p reache r ' s  th inking  and been made t h e  
c e n t r a l  teaching of h i s  sermons, then  t h i s  i s  
c e r t a i n l y  not  t h e  way it should be. Our congre- 
ga t ions ,  without  a  doubt, have i n  t h e i r  member- 
sh ip  a  l a r g e  number of secure  and s leeping  Chris- 
t i a n s ,  people who a r e  C h r i s t i a n s  by h a b i t .  How 
w i l l  i t  b e n e f i t  them t o  be most s t rong ly  warned 
aga ins t  synergism? People who i n  f a l s e  s e c u r i t y  
l i v e  i n  unrighteousness need e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  
s e c t i o n s  of God's Word than do those  who must be 
admonished because of se l f - r ighteousness  and 
f a l s e  t r u s t  i n  t h e i r  own a t t i t u d e .  Let  t h e  o t h e r s  
speak of t h e i r  good a t t i t u d e  by which they th ink  
God w i l l  be forced t o  decide t o  save them. We 
have admonished them with a11 z e a l  and pa t i ence  
and can only pray t h a t  God w i l l  en l igh ten  them, 
Let  u s  see  t o  i t  t h a t  we have our eyes open t o  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  which t h r e a t e n s  t o  b r ing  so many of 
our h e a r e r s  i n t o  e t e r n a l  damnation, Only when we 
a r e  a b l e  t o  br ing  them t o  see  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  o r  
conduct i n  t h e  l i g h t  of God's Word, can we hope 
t h a t  they w i l l  heed t h e  Gospel wi th  e a r n e s t  eager- 
ness ,  f o r  t h e  Gospel is preached t o  t h e  poor i n  
s p i r i t .  A l l  those  s leeping  sou l s  must be made t o  
s e e  t h e i r  s i n f u l n e s s ;  they must l e a r n  t o  know t h a t  
they a r e  l i v i n g  i n  g r e a t  danger t o  t h e i r  sou l s ,  
a  danger from which t h e i r  nominal C h r i s t i a n i t y  
cannot save them. I f  t h i s  happy s i t u a t i o n  i s  
accomplished i n  them3they w i l l  approach t h e  Gospel 
q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y  than they do now and w i l l  f i -  
n a l l y  s e e  what a  prec ious  t r e a s u r e  we have been 
contending f o r  a l l  t h i s  time. It is  a well-known 
f a c t  t h a t  it i s  t h e  most e a r n e s t  and well-informed 
C h r i s t i a n s  among our h e a r e r s  who have most s tead-  
f a s t l y  supported u s  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  God's Word 
because they have f u l l y  seen what they a r e  i n  
themselves and t h e r e f o r e  a l s o  what t h e  grace  of 
God r e a l l y  means. 
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A s  f o r  our  opponents,  i t  i s  our  duty t o  pray 
t o  God t o  g ive  u s  t h e  mind and d i s p o s i t i o n  by 
which, i f  pos s ib l e ,  we may b r ing  them t o  s ee  
t h e  r i g h t  way, I t  is  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  ma jo r i t y  
appa ren t ly  have reso lved  t h e  i s s u e  by t h e  posi-  
t i o n  they have taken  f o r  themselves,  and i n  oppo- 
s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Synod have b l i n d l y  permi t ted  some 
of t h e i r  l e ad ing  men t o  do j u s t  a s  they p l ea se .  
The ma jo r i t y  of those  who a r e  opposed t o  u s  a r e ,  
wi thout  a doubt,  deceived by t h e  accusa t ions  con- 
s t a n t l y  being c i r c u l a t e d  and so  u n t i r i n g l y  and 
unceasingly being repea ted .  The i r  l e a d e r s ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  o t h e r  means of s t i r r i n g  up t h e  people ,  
have sought t o  add t h e  i d e a  t h a t  they a r e  being 
made martyrs .  We have no t  humored them i n  t h i s .  
We have bided our  t ime and wai ted and hoped. 
This ,  too ,  ha s  been made t o  appear  a s  shrewd- 
nes s  and cunning. But i t  i s  no t  on ly  i n  d o c t r i n e  
t h a t  they have forsaken  us .  P r i n c i p l e s ,  which i n  
e a r l i e r  y e a r s  were considered se l f - ev iden t  among 
us ,  have i n  more r e c e n t  y e a r s  been c a s t  a s i d e ,  
On t h e  b a s i s  of t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e  Synod h a s  
drawn up methods of procedure t o  be followed i n  
v a r i o u s  m a t t e r s ,  The procedures  drawn up by t h e  
Synod f o r  dea l ing  wi th  a r b i t r a r y ,  t y r a n n i c a l  min- 
i s t e r s  who have set themselves i n  oppos i t i on  t o  
a l l  synodica l  o rde r  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  by them a s  
synodica l  domination and used a s  a  means t o  s t i r  
up t h e  masses. Y e t  i n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h i s ,  we must 
no t  g ive  up t h e  hope of being of s e r v i c e  t o  t hose  
who have l e f t  us ,  by b r ing ing  them t o  s ee  t h e  
g r e a t  u n f a i r n e s s  and blameworthiness wi th  which 
they have c a r r i e d  on t h e  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r u t h s  
we  have championed, 

I f  by t h e  g race  of God such a  happy outcome 
should r e s u l t ,  t h a t  we ou r se lves  a r e  awakened t o  
make t h e  r i g h t  use  of God's d i s c i p l i n e  and cor rec-  
t i o n ,  and by t h e  Word of God b r ing  our  congrega- 
t i o n s  t o  do t h e  same, t hen  t h e  j o i n t  work of our  

Synod's outward bus ines s  w i l l  no t  be l e f t  undone, 
If t h e  r i g h t  s p i r i t  i s  l i v i n g  wi th in  u s ,  t h e  load  
is  no t  heav ie r  than  w e  can e a s i l y  bear i f  on ly  we 
have good w i l l  and u n i t y ,  

A f t e r  t h i s  i n t roduc t ion ,  1 t a k e  t h e  oppor tun i ty  
of making t h e  motion t h a t  w e  d i v i d e  t h e  ques t i on  
which I have g iven  a s  t h e  theme f o r  my remarks 
i n  such a  way t h a t  we d i s c u s s  t h e  requirements  
which t h e  p re sen t  cond i t i on  i n  our  church body 
demands of t h e  m i n i s t e r s  1 )  over  a g a i n s t  our  
Lord and God, 2)  over  a g a i n s t  t h e  congrega t ions ,  
3) over a g a i n s t  our  opponents, and 4)  with regard  
t o  our  synod's  outward a f f a i r s ,  

The Lord h e l p  u s  by H i s  S p i r i t  t o  f i n d  the  
r i g h t  way and b l e s s  our  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  t o  t h a t  
end f o r  ~ e s u s '  sake. Amen. 

-- D r .  U. V, Koren 
P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
Norwegian Synod 
from 1894-1910. 
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-- D r .  U. V, Koren 
P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
Norwegian Synod 
from 1894-1910. 
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I. THE CURRENT ABORTION SCENE 

A s t r i k i n g  commentary on t h e  a b o r t i o n  i s s u e  and 
t h e  church comes i n  t h e  form sf a s h o r t  b i t  of 
c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g  from t h e  pen of Chr i s  Humphrey, 
t i t l e d  "A Pa rab l e  f o r  P r o s t e s t a n t s .  "1  

Un unborn chiad was we l l  on h i s  way t o  
b i r t h ,  when suddenly he was s e t  upon by 
doc to r s ,  who removed him from h i s  mother 's  
womb, c u t  the cord and placed him i n  a 
b a s i n  near  the  h o s p i t a l  window, A s  i t  was 
s u m e r ,  t h e  window was open, and h i s  c r i e s  
could be heard f a i n t l y  on t h e  s t r e e t  a  
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  below. 

Now by chance a conse rva t ive  P r o t e s t a n t  
m i n i s t e r  was walking down %he s t r e e t ,  We 
w a s  on the  way t o  an e v a n g e l i s t i c  meeting, 
and hoped t h a t  God would use  Rim t o  save 
many s o u l s ,  When. he heard t h e  c r i e s  of 
t h e  c h i l d ,  and r e c o l l e c t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i n f a -  
mous horspltal  aborted more children than 
it de l ive red ,  he passed by on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  

So l i kewi se  a l i b e r a l  P r o t e s t a n t  m i n i s t e r ,  
a s  he  was on t h e  way t o  a  conference on 
s o c i a l  ac t iv i sm,  heard t h e  c r i e s  of t h e  
c h i l d  and passed by an t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

But a  middle-aged Ca tho l i c  mother, a s  she  
walked along t h e  s t r e e t  behind them and saw 
them cross over ,  s topped  to hear t h e  i n f a n t  
c ry ing ,  Moved with p i t y ,  she c a l l e d  out-- 
'What a r e  you doing wi th  t h a t  c h i l d ? '  

A nurse ,  who was n e i t h e r  Ca tho l i c  nor  
P r o t e s t a n t  nor  Jew but  whose conscience 
was uneasy, heard t h e  women's ques t i on  and 
r a n  t o  t h e  window. She paused an i n s t a n t ,  
grabbed t h e  bas in ,  and r a n  w i th  t h e  c h i l d  
t o  t h e  pos t -na t a l  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t  where 
the c h i l d ' s  l i f e  w a s  saved, The conserva- 
t ive  m i n i s t e r  tu rned  back t o  remind h e r  
t h a t  a b o r t i o n  i s  no t  as important  a s  sal- 
v a t i o n  and tha t  no one can expect  non- 
C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be good, The l i b e r a l  m i n i s t e r  
continued do-m the  street, t o  t h i n k  about 
s ~ c i a P  jus t ice  i n  Ssuth A f r i c a ,  

And t h e  nurse P o s t  her  job ,  

Wnatever else you may see i n  t h i s  pa rab l e ,  it is 
clear  c h a t  the  author  intended f o r  churchmen o f  
a l l  theologica l  stripes t o  recognize $hat p ro t ec t -  
i n g  the unborc i s  s basic human valuz and t h a t  4% 
Bray we11 be aa fignostic xdlo takes apprerprfate 
actLon while we are busy ridjng o a r  own favorite 
theolcjgi.cal hobby-horse, That bothers  me, and I 
hoye it bothers you, That shculd trouble everycne 
i n  the church, 

The b e s t  s t a t i s t i c s  available i n d i c a t e  t h a t  since 
the 1973 Supreme Court dec i s ion  l e g a l i z i n g  abow- 
t i o n ,  over  sac m i k i i s n  bab i e s  have l o s t  t h i e r  l i v e s  
c l r l  - c ~ ~ L i  *I-% y e a r  by as te"rminati_rjnn of pregnancy, 'baa the 

procedure  is euphelr , is t icai lg  descr ibed  by i t s  
practitioners, 

Oz~e innocent l i f e  deliberately taken t h e  B ib l e  
ca l l s  murder, 51:t %he specter of t e n  m i l l i o n  l i v e s  
s a e r i f i e d  t o  t h e  gods s f  corlvenience and anaterial- 
i s m  L be l ieve  deserves t h e  name Holocaust ;  a hsls- 
caust  made even more reprehens ib le  because it. i s  
widely accepted and acknowledged i n  our s o c i e t y  as 
p e r f e c t l y  normal, Anyone us ing  t h e  t e r m  "holo- 
caus t"  t o  desc r ibe  a b o r t i o n  p r a c t i c e  i n  America 
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i s  immediately branded a  r a d i c a l  and accused of 
s ensa t i ona l i sm .  Yet 1 u s e  t h e  term wi th  t h e  
d e l i b e r a t e  in ten t . ion  t h a t  i t  r i n g  echoes i n  t h e  
minds of people  who cannot  f o r g e t  Aushwitz, Dachau, 
and Buchenwald, bu t  do n o t  g i v e  a  second thought  
t o  t h e  t i n y  mu t i l a t ed ,  mangled body p a r t s  t h a t  
a r e  hauled ou t  w i th  t h e  rubbish  i n  lr,any of our  
American c i t i e s .  I n  our  s o c i e t y ,  a s  i n  ~ i t l e r ' s  
Germany, medical  s c i e n c e  h a s  been e n l i s t e d  t o  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  sy s t ema t i c  e l i m i n a t i o n  of t hose  
who t~ave  no t  reached a  s u f f i c i e n t  s t a g e  of devei- 
opment t o  r a t e  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  "human." I n  our  
s o c i e t y ,  i n f a n t i c i d e  h a s  become accepted--witness 
t h e  infamous c a s e  of Baby Doe i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  and 
o t h e r  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  around t h e  n a t i o n ,  where 
wi thhold ing  needed su rge ry  o r  even b a s i c  nourish-  
ment h a s  become an accep ted  form of medical t r e a t -  
ment f o r  bab i e s  born w i th  mental  r e t a r d a t i o n ,  
On t h e  o t h e r  end of t h e  l i f e  spectrum, s e n i o r  
c i t i z e n s  a r e  reminded t h a t  they  have a  "duty t o  
die ."  One F l o r i d a  phys i c i an ,  a l s o  a member of 
t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  h a s  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  
which h e  s ays  may someday l e a d  t o  t h e  dea th  of 
90 pe rcen t  of t h e  s t a t e ' s  "mental de f ec t i ve s . "  
Th i s  i s  where t h e  a b o r t i o n  men ta l i t y  i s  t ak ing  
us .  We have sown t h e  wind and reaped t h e  whi r l -  
wind, What b e t t e r  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  t h e r e  f o r  t h i s  
h o r r o r  than  t h e  term "holocaust?"  

These m a t t e r s  a r e  n o t  t h e  r a n t i n g s  of a  few rad i -  
c a l s  on t h e  f r i n g e  of s o c i e t y .  They a r e  being 
d i scussed  ma t t e r -o f - f ac t l y  i n  t h e  most r e spec t ed  
and r e p u t a b l e  of our  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Peter  S inger ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  known b i o e t h i c i s t ,  h a s  w r i t t e n  
f o r t h r i g h t l y  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  j o u r a a l  of  the  Amexi-- 
can Academy of Pediat:rics: 

W e  can no l onge r  base our e t h i c s  on the ides 
t h a t  human b e i n g s  are  a s p e c i a l  form of cre- 
a t ion ,  made i r i  the image of God, s i n g l e d  o u t  
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from a l l  o t h e r  an imals ,  and a lone  possess-  
ing  an  immortal s o u l .  

... I f  w e  compare a  s e v e r e l y  d e f e c t i v e  human 
i n f a n t  wi th  a  nonhuman animal ,  a dog o r  a 
p ig ,  f o r  example, we w i l l  o f t e n  f i n d  t h e  
nonhuman t o  have s u p e r i o r  c a p a c i t i e s ,  bo th  
a c t u a l  and p o t e n t i a l ,  f o r  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  
se l f -consc iousness ,  communication, and any- 
t h ing  e l s e  t h a t  can p l a u s i b l y  be cons idered  
moral ly  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Only t h a t  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  d e f e c t i v e  i n f a n t  is  a member of t h e  
s p e c i e s  Homo s a p i e n s  l e a d s  i t  t o  be t r e a t e d  
d i f f e r e n t l y  from t h e  dog o r  p i g .  Spec ies  
membership a lone ,  however, i s  no t  moral ly  
r e l e v a n t .  Humans who bestow s u p e r i o r  v a l u e  
on t h e  l i v e s  of a l l  human be ings ,  s o l e l y  
because they a r e  members of our  own s p e c i e s ,  
a r e  judging along l i n e s  s t r i k i n g l y  s i m i l a r  
t o  t hose  used by whi te  r a c i s t s  who bestow 
s u p e r i o r  v a l u e  on t h e  l i v e s  of o t h e r  wh i t e s ,  
merely because they a r e  members of t h e i r  
own r a c e ,  

Leaving no doubt a s  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  h i s  l i n e  of 
thought i s  l ead ing ,  P ro f .  S inge r  draws t h i s  f i n a l  
conc lus ion  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of c o u n t l e s s  baby 
doc to r s  a l l  over  our  na t i on :  

"1f we can pu t  a s i d e  t h e  o b s o l e t e  and e r ro -  
neous n o t i o n  of t h e  s a n c t i t y  of a l l  human 
l i f e ,  we may start  t o  look  a t  human l i f e  
a s  i t  r e a l l y  is: a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  of l i f e  
t h a t  each human being h a s  o r  can achieve."  

For M r .  S inger ,  even t h e  q u e s t i o n  of v i a b i l i t y  
used a s  t h e  plumbline i n  t h e  1973 d e c i s i o n  of t h e  
Supreme Court  i s  pass&. Now t h e  r e a l  h e a r t  of 
t h e  matter is exposed: The c o r e  i s s u e  i n  decid-  
ing  q u e s t i o n s  of l i f e  and dea th  is  t h e  " q u a l i t y  
of l i f e . "  
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from a l l  o t h e r  an imals ,  and a lone  possess-  
ing  an  immortal s o u l .  
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The s h i f t  i s  dramatic  and i t  is  complete. Only 
an i n e b r i a t e d  mole would claim t h a t  l e g a l i z e d  
a b o r t i o n  has  no t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  e t h i c a l  s t anda rds  
of our  country.  J u s t  over  200 y e a r s  ago one of 
t h e  founders  of t h i s  na t i on ,  himself no t  a  Chris-  
t i a n ,  penned words t h a t  have i n s p i r e d  gene ra t i ons  
of Americans: 

"Wehold t h e s e  t r u t h s  t o  be self-evident-; 
t h a t  a l l  men a r e  c r ea t ed  equa l ;  t h a t  they 
a r e  endowed by t h e i r  c r e a t o r  wi th  c e r t a i n  
una l i enab le  r i g h t s ;  t h a t  among t h e s e  a r e  
l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,  and t h e  p u r s u i t  of happi- 
ness .  " (emphasis mine) 

Now a recognized a u t h o r i t y  on e t h i c s  w r i t i n g  i n  
a  r e s p e c t a b l e  j ou rna l  of American medicine h a s  
s e t  u s  s t r a i g h t :  No human being has  an una l ien-  
a b l e  r i g h t  t o  l i f e ;  i t  must be earned by h i s  
" q u a l i t y  of l i f e . "  

11- A SCRIPTURAL PERSPECTIVE ON UNBORN 
LIFE 

The Word of God i s  c l e a r  i n  i t s  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
human l i f e  i s  no t  a  ma t t e r  of a  s l i d i n g  s c a l e  of 
q u a l i t y  developing dur ing  t h e  per iod  of g e s t a t i o n .  

I n  Psalm 139 ( v e r s e s  13-16) we read:  

For Thou d i d s t  form my inward p a r t s ;  Thou 
d i d s t  weave m e  i n  my mother ' s  womb, I w i l l  
g i v e  thanks t o  Thee, f o r  I am f e a r f u l l y  and 
wonderful ly  made; Wonderful a r e  Thy works, 
and my s o u l  knows i t  very  wel l .  My frame 
was no t  hidden from Thee, when B was made 
i n  s e c r e t ,  and s k i l l f u l l y  wrought i n  t h e  
depths  of t h e  e a r t h ,  

The Word of t h e  Lord t o  Jeremiah is  recorded i n  t h e  
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f i r s t  chapter  of h i s  prophecy: " ~ e f o r e  I formed 
you i n  t h e  womb I knew you, and be fo re  you were 
born I consecra ted  you. " (Jeremiah 1 : 5) 

S t .  Luke t h e  Evangel i s t  r eco rds  t h a t  t h e  ho ly  
ange l  informed t h e  f a t h e r  of John t h e  B a p t i s t  t h a t  
he  would be f i l l e d  w i th  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  wh i l e  y e t  
unborn. (Luke 1: 15)  

The g r e a t  Messianic  Psalm of hope i n  t h e  midst  of 
d e s p a i r  quoted by our  Lord from t h e  c r o s s ,  Psalm 
22, con ta in s  t h i s  confession:  ( v e r s e s  9,  10)  

" ~ u t  thou a r t  he t h a t  took m e  ou t  of t h e  
womb. Thou d i d s t  make me hope upon my 
mother 's  b r e a s t s ,  I was c a s t  upon t h e e  
from t h e  womb, Thou are my God from my 
mother ' s body. '' 

A s  con fe s s iona l  Lutherans,  we understand t h a t  t h i s  
l a t t e r  quo ta t i on  p o i n t s  t h e  way t o  more o v e r r i d i n g  
evidence. According t o  some exege tes ,  i t  is  very  
l i k e l y  t h a t  J e s u s  may have quoted a l l  of Psalm 22 
from t h e  c ros s .  I f  no t ,  our  Lord almost  c e r t a i n l y  
intended t h a t  t hose  who s tood  by t h e  c r o s s  t h a t  
day t i e  t h i s  Psalm, wi th  a l l  of i t s  c l e a r  Messi- 
a n i c  prophecy, t o  H i s  s u f f e r i n g  t h e r e .  I t  becomes 
H i s  persona l  confess ion  of f a i t h  i n  t h e  Fa the r  as 
w e l l  as H i s  c l e a r  s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a s  t h e  Mes- 
s i a h  of I s r a e l .  L i s t e n  t o  t hose  words again:  
"I was c a s t  upon t h e e  from t h e  womb. Thou a r t  
my God from my mother 's  body," 

A s  Lutherans we have a  unique a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
mystery of t h e  Word made f l e s h .  Alone among Pro t -  
e s t a n t s ,  we con fe s s  t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  two n a t u r e s  
of C h r i s t  i n  one Person. Quoting Luther ,  our  
Confessions s t a t e :  

"...from t h e  moment t h a t  t h e  d e i t y  and 
t h e  humanity were u n i t e d  i n  one person 
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t h i s  man, Mary's son, i s  and i s  c a l l e d  
t h e  almighty and e v e r l a s t i n g  God. "2 

I would submit t h a t  our  Lutheran Chr i s to logy  
g ives  u s  no choice  i n  t h e  ques t i on  of when human 
L i f e  begins .  We need no t  g e t  involved i n  t h e  
deba te  among Fundamefitalists a s  t o  how many 
S c r i p t u r e  passages can be marshal led t o  suppor t  
t h e  p r o - l i f e  cause.  For us ,  t h e  i s s u e  becomes 
p l a i n  when we cons ider  t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  Person 
of C h r i s t .  He i s  a t  one and t h e  same t i m e  God 
and man from H i s  concept ion,  "Who f o r  u s  men and 
f o r  our  s a l v a t i o n  came down from heaven And was 
i n c a r n a t e  by t h e  Holy Ghost of t h e  V i rg in  Mary,'' 
i s  t h e  ve rba l  confess ion  of t h i s  mystery by t h e  
Nicean f a t h e r s ,  We have no concept of t h e  d i v i n e  
Son of God wandering about  somewhere as a theo- 
l o g i c a l  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  but  r a t h e r  He i s  l o c a l i z e d  
and phys i ca l i zed  ( i f  one can use  such a  word) i n  
t h e  human n a t u r e  s i n c e  t h e  t ime of t h e  incarna-  
t i o n .  C a l v i n i s t s  may a sk  how t h e  f i n i t e  may 
poss ib ly  be  capable  of t h e  i n f i n i t e ,  bu t  Luther-  
ans  have never  had t h a t  problem, We simply bow 
t h e  knee a t  t h e  profound mystery of J e s u s ,  t r u e  
God and t r u e  man, i n  whom a l l  t h e  f u l l n e s s  of 
t h e  Godhead dwel l s  bodily--since t h e  moment of 
H i s  concept ion.  E l i zabe th  d id  n o t  sh r ink  from 
c a l l i n g  an embryo " ~ o r d "  when v i s i t e d  by h e r  
pregnant  cousin,  Mary, and n e i t h e r  do we .  
(Luke 1: 43) 

The imp l i ca t i ons  a r e  obvious.  We who confess  
J e s u s  a s  God and man s i n c e  H i s  concept ion have no 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of t a l k i n g  about an unborn c h i l d ,  
even i n  i t s  very  f i r s t  s t a g e s  of development, a s  
a  "glob of t i s s u e f '  o r  a  "product of conception." 
One shudders t o  contemplate  t h e  imp l i ca t i ons  of 
t h e  advice  most modern problem pregnancy counsel- 
o r s  would have g iven  t o  t h e  v i r g i n  Mary, a young 
g i r l  j u s t  p a s t  puber ty  w i th  no husband and no 
economic f u t u r e .  

I f  God was w i l l i n g  t o  become a f e t u s ,  then t h e  
l e a s t  we can do a s  Lutheran p a s t o r s  i s  not  t o  
kedge on t h e  l i f e  i s s u e .  Yes, we sayo  a  f e t u s  
i s  human. Not only i s  t h e  g e n e t i c  and b io log i -  - 
c a l  evidence c l e a r ,  bu t  t h e  t h s e l o g i c a l  evidence 
i s  overwhelming. 

1 1 6 ,  TOWARD A LUTHERAN APPROACH TO THE 
L I F E  ISSUE 

Allow me t o  propose s e v e r a l  t h e s e s  on a c t i o n  appro- 
p r i a t e  t o  u s  a s  Lutheran p a s t o r s ,  

1. I n  our  preaching and teaching  we must 
c l e a r l y  teach  t h a t  unborn l i f e  i s  indeed 
human l i f e .  

2 .  We have a  duty t o  our  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t o  b r i n g  
t h e  whole counsel  of God t o  bear  on t h i s  
v i t a l  s o c i a l  i s s u e .  

We f a i l  i n  our p a s t o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
when w e  sh r ink  from preaching on t h i s  i s s u e  
f o r  t h e  sake of t hose  i n  our  p a r i s h e s  who 
may have had a b o r t i o n s  o r  encouraged them. 
W e  make no such d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  dea l ing  
wi th  any o t h e r  s i n .  We preach law and 
gospel ;  w e  d i r e c t  t h e  s ecu re  s i n n e r  t o  t h e  
unequivocal condemnation of t h e  law of God 
and we d i r e c t  t h e  p e n i t e n t  s i n n e r  t o  t h e  
e n t i r e  fo rg ivenes s  of a l l  h i s  s i n  i n  t h e  
accomplished s a c r i f i c e  of C h r i s t  on t h e  
c r o s s .  I f  we only  p r e a c h e q l a w  i n  connec- 
t i o n  wi th  s i n s  of which our  p a r i s h i o n e r s  
were no t  g u i l t y ,  we would have very  s h o r t  
sermons ! 

4 .  We f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
when our  preaching on t h e  l i f e  i s s u e  is 
of such a  l e g a l i s t i c  n a t u r e  t h a t  i t  d r i v e s  
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s i n n e r s  t o  d e s p a i r  o r  makes our  members 
s e l f - r i gh t eous .  Those who have p a r t i c i -  
pa ted  i n  a b o r t i o n s  need t o  hea r  of t h e  
blood of J e s u s  C h r i s t  t h a t  c l eanses  them, 
too ,  of s i n .  Those who have c o n s i s t e n t l y  
opposed abo r t i on ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, 
should be l e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e i r  opposi- 
t i o n  i s  n o t  t h e  key t o  heaven, indeed 
t h e i r  own s i n s  d i s q u a l i f y  them from s a l -  
v a t i o n  were i t  n o t  f o r  t h e  Grace of God 
i n  C h r i s t .  

5. We f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
when i n  our  preaching on t h e  l i f e  i s s u e  we 
n e g l e c t  t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  a  C h r i s t i a n  re- 
sponse goes beyond saying "no" t o  abo r t i on .  

W e  who know t h e  l ove  of our  Lord J e s u s  
C h r i s t  t h a t  ex tends  t o  t h e  very l e a s t  of 
H i s  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  i n  t h i s  world can 
do no l e s s  than  t o  do a l l  i n  our  power t o  
a i d  t h e  woman f ac ing  a  problem pregnancy. 
Following H i s  Word through t h e  prophet  
Micah, it is  our  i n t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  sake  of 
J e s u s  t o  "do j u s t i c e ,  t o  l ove  mercy, and t o  
walk humbly wi th  (our)  God." (Micah 6: 8) 
A s  C h r i s t i a n  taxpayers ,  we a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  
suppor t  c h i l d r e n  whose p a r e n t s  abandon 
them, W e  a r e  n o t  on ly  opposed t o  abo r t i on ;  
f o r  t h e  sake  of C h r i s t ,  we a r e  Lutherans 
f o r  l i f e .  

6. We f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
when i n  our  preaching and teaching  on t h e  
l i f e  i s s u e  we a t tempt  t o  d i c t a t e  our  
p a r i s h i o n e r s  ' p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  

We have no d i r e c t  l i n e  t o  God t o  determine 
which candida te  o r  which c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
amendment w i l l  b e s t  s e rve  t o  advance t h e  
p r o - l i f e  cause i n  our  country.  Our t o o l s  

a r e  Word and Sacrament, n o t  p o l i t i c a l  
p r e s su re  nor  t h e  b a l l o t  box, There is  a  
d i r e c t  l i n k  between p r i v a t e  mora l i t y  and 
p u b l i c  p o l i c y ,  P u b l i c  po l i cy  on t h e  l i f e  
i s s u e  w i l l  be changed as t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n  our  congrega t ions  become a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
p u b l i c  a r ena ,  Our primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
a s  p a r i s h  p a s t o r s  i s  t o  inform those  
i n d i v i d u a l s  of t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  
involved,  

7. W e  f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
when i n  our  preaching and teaching  on t h e  
l i f e  i s s u e  w e  g i v e  our  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t h e  
impression t h a t  p r i v a t e  conv ic t i on  i s  
s u f f i c i e n t  , 

"Persona l ly ,  1 ' m  opposed t o  abo r t i on ,  b u t  
I wouldn't  dream of f o r c i n g  my f a i t h  on 
anyone e l s e , ' '  We have all heard t h a t  l i n e  
of argument, There is  no room f o r  t h a t  
approach t o  t h e - a b o r t i o n  i s s u e *  Here i s  
a  c l e a r  ca se  of r i g h t  and wrong, on which 
t h e  s t a t e  needs t h e  w i tnes s  of t h e  church, 
both co rpo ra t e ly  and i n d i v i d u a l l y .  

We b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of church and 
s t a t e .  L u t h e r ' s  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  two king- 
doms was w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  be fo re  t h e  
United S t a t e s  of America was even a dream. 
That does n o t  mean, however, t h a t  we have 
nothing t o  say an t h i s  s o c i a l  i s s u e .  

D r .  Ralph Bohlmann, P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Luth- 
e r an  Church - Missour i  Synod, h a s  warned 
a g a i n s t  an i s o l a t i o n i s t  s t a n c e  i n  church/  
s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s :  

The two kingdoms must be c a r e f u l l y  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f rom each o t h e r ,  t o  be 
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su re .  The i r  means (Gospel and Law) 
a s  wel l  a s  t h e i r  ends ( e t e r n a l  sa lva-  
t i o n  and worldly peace) a r e  q u i t e  d i f -  
f e r e n t .  A u t h o r i t i e s  i n  one kingdom 
have no power i n  t h e  o t h e r .  But God 
r u l e s  i n  both kingdoms, and C h r i s t i a n s  
s e rve  H i m  i n  both.  

I n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church, then ,  it i s  our  
proper  work t o  proclaim and teach  t h e  
Gospel of our  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

But i t  i s  a l s o  our  "foreign" work t o  
proclaim t h e  Law. It s e r v e s  a s  t h e  
mi r ro r  by which w e  recognize  our  s i n ,  
and a s  t h e  guide f o r  C h r i s t i a n  good 
works. But we a l s o  proclaim t h e  Law 
a s  a curb a g a i n s t  t h e  e v i l  of t h i s  
world and t o  a s s i s t  t h e  s t a t e  i n  i t s  
proper  func t ion ing .  

How t r a g i c  t h a t  t h e  extreme secular i sm 
of our  day i s  occur r ing  a t  a  t ime when 
t h e  most c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  s o c i e t y  
--peace, j u s t i c e ,  and l i f e  i t s e l f  -- 
have a  profoundly moral dimension. To 
s e p a r a t e  God and H i s  Moral Law from t h e  
s t a t e ' s  cons ide ra t i on  of such i s s u e s  
s e r v e s  n e i t h e r  church nor  s t a t e . 3  

THESES ON A LUTHERAN APPROACH 
TO THE LIFE ISSUE 

Thesis I I n  our  preaching and teaching  w e  
must c l e a r l y  teach  t h a t  unborn 
l i f e  is  indeed human l i f e .  

Thesis I1 We have a  du ty  t o  our  p a r i s h i o n e r s  
t o  b r ing  t h e  whole counsel  of God 
t o  bear  on t h i s  v i t a l  s o c i a l  i s s u e ,  

Thesis 111 We f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  when we s h r i n k  from preach- 
i ng  on t h i s  i s s u e  f o r  t h e  sake of 
those  i n  our  p a r i s h e s  who may have 
had a b o r t i o n s  o r  encouraged them. 

Thesis I V  We f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  when our  preaching on t h e  
l i f e  i s s u e  i s  of such a l e g a l i s t i c  
n a t u r e  t h a t  i t  d r i v e s  s i n n e r s  t o  
despa i r  o r  makes our  members s e l f -  
r i gh t eous .  

Thesis V W e  f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  when i n  our  preaching on 
t h e  l i f e  i s s u e  we n e g l e c t  t o  po in t  
ou t  t h a t  a  C h r i s t i a n  response goes 
beyond say ing  "no" t o  abo r t i on .  

Thesis V I  We f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  when i n  our  preaching and 
teaching  on t h e  l i f e  i s s u e  we 
a t tempt  t o  d i c t a t e  our  p a r i s h i o n e r s '  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  



su re .  The i r  means (Gospel and Law) 
a s  wel l  a s  t h e i r  ends ( e t e r n a l  sa lva-  
t i o n  and worldly peace) a r e  q u i t e  d i f -  
f e r e n t .  A u t h o r i t i e s  i n  one kingdom 
have no power i n  t h e  o t h e r .  But God 
r u l e s  i n  both kingdoms, and C h r i s t i a n s  
s e rve  H i m  i n  both.  

I n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church, then ,  it i s  our  
proper  work t o  proclaim and teach  t h e  
Gospel of our  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

But i t  i s  a l s o  our  "foreign" work t o  
proclaim t h e  Law. It s e r v e s  a s  t h e  
mi r ro r  by which w e  recognize  our  s i n ,  
and a s  t h e  guide f o r  C h r i s t i a n  good 
works. But we a l s o  proclaim t h e  Law 
a s  a curb a g a i n s t  t h e  e v i l  of t h i s  
world and t o  a s s i s t  t h e  s t a t e  i n  i t s  
proper  func t ion ing .  

How t r a g i c  t h a t  t h e  extreme secular i sm 
of our  day i s  occur r ing  a t  a  t ime when 
t h e  most c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  s o c i e t y  
--peace, j u s t i c e ,  and l i f e  i t s e l f  -- 
have a  profoundly moral dimension. To 
s e p a r a t e  God and H i s  Moral Law from t h e  
s t a t e ' s  cons ide ra t i on  of such i s s u e s  
s e r v e s  n e i t h e r  church nor  s t a t e . 3  

THESES ON A LUTHERAN APPROACH 
TO THE LIFE ISSUE 

Thesis I I n  our  preaching and teaching  w e  
must c l e a r l y  teach  t h a t  unborn 
l i f e  is  indeed human l i f e .  

Thesis I1 We have a  du ty  t o  our  p a r i s h i o n e r s  
t o  b r ing  t h e  whole counsel  of God 
t o  bear  on t h i s  v i t a l  s o c i a l  i s s u e ,  

Thesis 111 We f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  when we s h r i n k  from preach- 
i ng  on t h i s  i s s u e  f o r  t h e  sake of 
those  i n  our  p a r i s h e s  who may have 
had a b o r t i o n s  o r  encouraged them. 

Thesis I V  We f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  when our  preaching on t h e  
l i f e  i s s u e  i s  of such a l e g a l i s t i c  
n a t u r e  t h a t  i t  d r i v e s  s i n n e r s  t o  
despa i r  o r  makes our  members s e l f -  
r i gh t eous .  

Thesis V W e  f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  when i n  our  preaching on 
t h e  l i f e  i s s u e  we n e g l e c t  t o  po in t  
ou t  t h a t  a  C h r i s t i a n  response goes 
beyond say ing  "no" t o  abo r t i on .  

Thesis V I  We f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  when i n  our  preaching and 
teaching  on t h e  l i f e  i s s u e  we 
a t tempt  t o  d i c t a t e  our  p a r i s h i o n e r s '  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  



~ h e s i s  V I I  W e  f a i l  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  when i n  our  p reach ing  
and teach ing  on t h e  l i f e  i s s u e  
w e  g i v e  ou r  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t h e  
impression t h a t  p r i v a t e  convic- 
t i o n  i s  s u f f i c i e n t .  
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